
1

No. 313 September 2017

Tenrikyo Mission Headquarters of Hawaii
The 47th Tenrikyo Bazaar (8/27)

Origins



2 3

This Month’s Message: "Freedom of Mind" by Rev. Tomozo Hirano

Oyasama once told a young man who 
was visiting Her for the first time in order 
to thank Her for saving him:

“Go through life without erring. As long 
as you do not err, in the end, your happiness 
will exceed all bounds.”

Anecdotes of Oyasama, no. 103

We are like a sailboat that is navigating 
the ocean. 

We cannot change the direction of 
the wind or current. Sometimes we may 
encounter a storm or be carried off course 
by a strong current. We are trying hard to 
adjust the sail so as to avoid shipwreck. In 
this analogy, the sail refers to the mind. 

Handling the sail—or the mind—can be 
tricky and requires skill. Sometimes the 
mind may become anxious and impatient. 
It might fall prey to temptation. It may 
suddenly react to a situation with a strong 
emotion and throw us off balance, just as 
a sail hit by a sudden strong gust of wind 
may capsize the boat. 

We all like to enjoy ourselves. Our mind 
likes the experience of delight and joy. One 
may say that a life without joy is not worth 
living. This is because we humans were 
created for the express purpose of living a 
life filled with joy and wonder. The tricky 

part is that the mind can easily forget 
moderation and wallow in pleasure. Self-
indulgence can lead to a setback. Our mind 
may run wild as we indulge in food and 
drink, shopping, gambling, love affairs, 
and so forth. We might end up ruining our 
mind and body, as well as our family and 
social lives.

That is why Oyasama taught moderation. 
It is not to be seen as a precept or prohibition. 
Her path does not provide any specific 
guidelines for what or how much is 
allowed. This path respects our freedom 
of mind and individual autonomy. What 
moderation does is help us to appreciate 
what we are blessed with for what it is and 
to find joy in it without getting caught up 
in it. Moderation allows us to understand 
what sufficiency means and to develop our 
self-discipline; moderation enriches our 
lives in the process. 

Our life’s journey is full of possibilities. 
We would do well to learn how to adjust the 
sail so that we can catch the wind and enjoy 
the freedom of sailing on the open ocean.
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Appearing before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, I (Shugo Yamanaka) Bishop of the 
Mission Headquarters of Hawaii speak with reverence on behalf of the Hawaii congregation.

God the Parent, with Your constant providence and profound parental love, You have been guiding and 
nurturing us on the path toward spiritual maturity. For this we are truly grateful. Thus we always express 
our gratitude to You, wanting to make repayments, and we strive daily in high spirits, in our respective 
places and positions, for our work of single-hearted salvation. Today is the day we are granted to conduct 
the August Monthly Service at this mission headquarters. We the service performers will unite our hearts 
as one to perform the Seated Service and the Dance with Hand Movements joyously in high spirits while 
earnestly praying for world salvation. We will be joined by brothers and sisters of the path in Hawaii who 
have looked forward to this day and have gathered here today in singing the Songs for the Service in unison. 
As You watch us, we hope You will be spirited as well.

This summer in the Home of the Parent, participants from Hawaii in the Oyasato Seminar, Children’s 
Pilgrimage, and Boys and Girls Hinokishin Corps were all able to survive the intense heat and complete 
their activities safely. By directly experiencing the truth of the Jiba, being embraced by the parental love 
of the everliving Oyasama, learning about the teachings and diligently planting seeds of sincerity while 
wiping precious sweat from their faces, everyone was able to deepen their mind of gratitude and joy upon 
returning to Hawaii. For this, we sincerely thank You. On the 27th of this month, the Annual Tenrikyo 
Bazaar will be held. The congregation and all the people involved will unite our hearts and efforts as one 
to make this big event a success, and also through the bazaar, we hope to further progress in sprinkling 
the fragrance of the teachings to the local community. Furthermore, as we approach the All Tenrikyo 
Nioigake Day scheduled on the 4th next month, let us be always mindful of sprinkling the fragrance and 
helping and saving others while paying attention to those around us so that we may convey the teachings 
to as many people as possible. 

Together we vow to accord with the intention of God the Parent, whose desire is for all humankind to 
live the Joyous Life, and as instruments of Oyasama we will walk firmly on the Path of single-heartedness 
with God, single-hearted joyousness and single-hearted salvation here in Hawaii. Especially, in light of the 
“knot of the Kanrodai” occurring on the evening of the 26th last month, each and every one of us should 
take it upon ourselves to reaffirm and strengthen our sense of connection with the Jiba, the center of our 
faith, and resolve to proceed in complete accord with the intention of the Parent. 

May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity, and we ask that You guide us further toward the 
advancement of the Path in Hawaii and the reconstruction of the world into the truly peaceful Joyous Life 
World, even a day sooner, where everyone will come to know of the Parent of Origin thus awakening to 
the truth of universal brotherhood & sisterhood and live together in harmony helping and caring for one 
another. Together with all present, I sincerely pray that You bless us so.   

August Monthly Service Prayer
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Thank you for gathering today to joyously 
perform the August Monthly Service and 
for your daily efforts on this path. This is 
my first sermon I will be delivering since 
becoming head minister of Wahiawa 
Church in April of 2014. The Bishop felt 
it was time for me to deliver a sermon, so 
I will do my best to fulfill his request and 
thank him for giving me this opportunity to 
stand before you today. May I ask for your 
kind attention for the next few minutes. 

My wife and I were married in June of 
2011 and were already living at Wahiawa 
Church. My mother, Rev. Motoko Iwata, 
who was the head minister at the time was 
residing full time at Honolulu-ko Church, 
our upper church. We did our best to 
perform the daily services and prepare for 
the Monthly Service while we both worked.  
Things continued this way until the summer 
of 2013 when it was decided that I would 
serve as the next head minister of Wahiawa 
church the following year. My wife and I 
had already made this commitment prior to 
our marriage and were already doing many 
of the church responsibilities, so we weren’t 
anticipating a drastic change from the day 
to day life we had already been living, or 
so I thought.

Then in late January, as I was making 
plans to attend the five-day Course for 
Head Minister Candidates in the middle 
of April and then receive the sanction to 
become the next head minster on April 18, 
my wife shared the following news with 
me.  “I might be pregnant.” To confirm her 
suspicion, we purchased a home pregnancy 
test and sure enough it came back positive.  
My initial reaction was of disbelief as we 
weren’t really trying to have a child at this 
time. We had talked about one day possibly 
having children but this was completely 
unexpected. All I could think about at that 
point was how hectic the next few months 
would be with my installation service in 
May and how busy our lives would become 
with the addition of a child later that year.

Looking back on it now, I should have 
taken this news joyously and been grateful 
for receiving such a wonderful blessing 

Mission HQ August Monthly Service Sermon
Rev. Burt Iwata         Head Minister of Wahiawa Church
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from God the Parent knowing that there 
are many couples out there that wish to 
conceive a child but have great difficulty 
doing so. In fact, my wife and I had taken 
some measures to prevent conception but 
obviously they were not 100% effective.  
This child had to overcome some steep odds 
but with God the Parent’s blessing was now 
developing in my wife’s womb. At the time 
we jokingly predicted that our child would 
probably be stubborn and ultra-persistent, 
and today it seems our prediction came true.

My wife was blessed with a smooth 
pregnancy not once having morning 
sickness or any nausea. She was able to eat 
pretty much anything she desired and went 
to work until the day she went into labor.  
When I found out we were having a girl, I 
was a little disappointed at first but perhaps 
God the Parent wanted to bless my parents 
with their first granddaughter after already 
having 3 grandsons. On October 21, 2014 
our daughter was delivered naturally and 
without any complications. In retrospect, 
it worked out well since she is treated like 
their younger sister, and our daughter has 
3 brothers to play with. 

We named our daughter Keely after I 
spent hours on the internet looking for 
a somewhat unique name. It is of Irish 
origin and means beautiful so seemed 
like an appropriate name for a girl. What 
really attracted me to the name was that 

the pronunciation forced you to smile to 
say the name, so perhaps I’d have a harder 
time getting upset when saying her name.  
Unfortunately, this theory hasn’t worked 
out as planned, as I’ve figured out ways 
to say her name without smiling after she 
ignores my repeated requests.

Now that my daughter is approaching her 
3rd birthday, I wanted to share some of the 
things that I’ve come to realize thanks to 
her. After giving birth, my wife was able 
to stay home for 6 weeks and then returned 
to her previous job leaving the house at 
7am and returning about 6pm, entrusting 
me with caring for our daughter. I’m 
sure anyone that has served as a primary 
child caregiver will tell you it can be 
challenging at times especially when you 
are sleep deprived or your child refuses to 
do anything you ask. So how can we keep 
ourselves calm and not lose our temper in 
these situations. Recently, whenever my 
daughter begins testing my patience which 
happens daily, I envision that in a past life 
she was my caregiver, and now it is my turn 
to repay this debt to her.  

If we can raise our children by practicing 
patience and using positive words, perhaps 
in a future life we too will be able to be 
raised in such an environment. Looking at it 
this way, we can feel a sense of appreciation 
for those that have raised us and also do 
our best to raise our children the way that 
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we would want to be raised ourselves. I 
may never truly know if she was in fact my 
caregiver in the past but this mindset has 
helped to calm me at times when previously 
I would have lost my temper with her.

The next realization is that I often found 
myself comparing my daughter to other 
children and wondered why my child’s 
behavior couldn’t be more like them. The 
grass always seems greener on the other 
side, doesn’t it?  In the Ofudesaki we read:

Even between parent and child, 
husband and wife, and brothers and 
sisters: their minds all differ from one 
another.           (V: 8)
From this verse, I am reminded that there 

are no two people exactly alike; everyone 
is unique.  If we can understand this, then 
there is no need to compare our children 
to others. Some will be shy, others will be 
sociable. Some are calm while others will 
be overactive. Some think before they act, 
others act before they think. This world 
is full of variety. Just as there are no two 
snowflakes exactly alike, humans also all 
differ. God the Parent made the painstaking 
effort to ensure all children in the world 
are unique, so we should embrace those 
differences. I had a tendency to compare 
my daughter’s shortcomings with others 
but didn’t really embrace her endearing 
qualities which truly make her unique.  
One of her greatest qualities is her ability 

to bring joy to those around her through her 
words and actions which I hope she will 
continue for the rest of her life. Although 
my daughter has been the single greatest 
source of stress for my wife and I, she has 
also been the single greatest source of joy 
for us as well.  

Lastly, I would like to talk about the 
realization that God the Parent does not 
provide us with a perfect child, but rather a 
child that is perfect for us. What I mean by 
this is that our children are there not only 
for us to teach and guide them, but they 
are also there to teach and guide us as well.  
God the Parent knows exactly the type of 
child to pair us with so that we can mature 
as parents daily. A child that misbehaves or 
challenges your authority is an opportunity 
for us as parents to use the teachings as a 
basis for how to handle such situations. The 
more difficult a child, the more opportunity 
for growth it provides. God the Parent is 
not out to punish parents by pairing them 
with a difficult child, rather, uses that 
child to help the parents mature spiritually.  
Thanks to my daughter, I have become a 
little more patient, not raise my voice as 
often, sympathize with parents travelling 
with children on an airplane, and most of 
all, show gratitude to God the Parent daily 
for blessing us with a healthy child.  

As I mentioned earlier, my wife’s 
pregnancy came at a busy time in our life 
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as we prepared for my installation as head 
minister but perhaps it was the right time 
as well for my spiritual maturity. Initially, 
I was not elated about this news but now 
realize that God the Parent brought her into 
our life for the purpose of bringing joy into 

our life as well as those around us.  
From the Ofudesaki:
Everything has been fully arranged for 
your happiness. Look forward to it! 

(II: 42)
Thank you for your kind attention.

Bazaar Highlights... 
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Seminar for Successors  
 The Seminar for Successors is scheduled 
to be held in Jiba between August 2017 
and March 2018 for a total of 25 sessions. 
Children of church head ministers and their 
spouses within the age range are strongly 
encouraged to attend the seminar. If church 
head ministers and their spouses fall in the 
age range, they are also asked to attend the 
seminar. English class is scheduled to be 
held from February 10 to 12, 2018.
Prospective participants: Successors of the 
Path between the ages of 20 and 40. 
Duration: Three days (two nights) 
Venue and lodging: Church Headquarters 
facilities. 

Seminar for Successors of the Path
Based on the seminar in Jiba, we will 

hold the seminar in Hawaii on February 
24, 2018. Details will be announced when 
available.

Autumn Memorial Service
On Wednesday, September 27, from 10:00 a.m., the Autumn Memorial Service will be 

held at Mission Headquarters. After the service, the following anniversaries will be observed:
10th Anniv. Hatsuko Shiiba, spouse of 2nd head minister of Kailua Kona Church
30th Anniv.  Haruko Miyasato, follower of Naha Branch Church
50th Anniv. Haru Hirata, yoboku of Hawaii Shima Church 
50th Anniv. Nobuyoshi Matsuki, head minister of North #3 Mission Station

Oyasato Seminar English Course I & III
The courses were held in Jiba from July 

10 to 25. From Hawaii, Scharlie Hamada, 
Clara Kaisho, Alissa Higaki and Justin 
Teruya completed Course I, and Kai 
Hirose, Kenny Miyauchi, Khembie Yap 
and Kristi Yamamoto completed Course 
III. Michelle Inouye served as Course I 
counselor, and Myles Hisao served as  
Course III counselor.

Dendocho September Monthly Service 
The Service will be conducted on 

Sunday, Sept. 17 at 9am. The sermon will 
be delivered by Mrs. Kayo Saito. The Head 
Ministers Meeting will be held at 12:45pm.   

Joy Workshop 2017
Saturday, Sept. 23, at 2pm at Mid Pacific 
Mission Station. Please ask Darrell Suzuki 
at 227-4884 for more information. 

Island News & Mission HQ Announcements
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YOUNG MEN’S
ASSOCIATION

Alooooha! Thank you all for the wonderful 
support during the Bazaar! Everything went 
so smoothly for the YMA thanks to all of your 
sincere efforts! I will say it over and over, I 
am truly blessed to work with you all. God the 
Parent and Oyasama must be so proud of all 
of your sincere sacrifices this Bazaar season. 
I want to extend a huge Mahalo to the Bazaar 
Chair, Reverend Owen Nakao. His dedication 

Tid Bits
Associations’ Reports

WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

We made this year’s bazaar a big success 
again with the blessings of God the Parent 
and Oyasama. Thank you very much for your 
long-time efforts and sincere donations for the 
bazaar. The Three-Day Course will be held on 
Sept. 22-24 for the first time in Hawaii. Please 
ask people new to the faith to attend the course.         

Nuuanu Hale Visitation
September 9th (Sat) 9:30 a.m.

Monthly Meeting
September 11th (Mon) 9:00 a.m.

Musical Instruments Practice
September 12th (Tue) 9:00 a.m.

*The September Monthly Service luncheon 
hinokishin is assigned to Godo-B group. Special 
menu will be served as bazaar appreciation. 

year after year is truly impressive. He is the 
driving force behind us. Thank you Rev. Owen!

I hope you all get some good rest and get 
ready for the 100th Anniversary in Jiba next 
year! Let us fix our minds to the goals of 
bringing joy to your parents, respecting & 
helping one another and living the Joyous 
Life! Let’s prepare our hearts and minds for 
the next 100 years by attending the 100th 
Anniversary Convention on Ocober 27th, 2018! 
By following Daisuke-sama’s example let us 
be grateful and take on new challenges! Please 
stay tuned for more exciting news from YMA 
Headquarters! Thank you my brothers!

Monthly Meeting
September 13th (Wed) 7:30 p.m.

The Doctrine of Tenrikyo Study Session 
September 27th (Wed) 7:00 p.m.

YOUNG
WOMEN’S CLUB

Aloha from YWC! I would like to thank 
you all for your baked goods donations and the 
support at this year’s annual bazaar!

Cooking Class
September 16th (Sat)  2:00 p.m. 
*WA will teach us Japanese side dishes. 

Follow in Kokan’s Footsteps
October 21st (Sat) 10:00 a.m.

“With You” Discussion
December 2nd (Sat) 9:30 a.m.

All the events will be held at Dendocho.
Thank you for your support!
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BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

2017 Children Pilgrimage to Jiba
A total of 37 people, including 7 first 

time participants, conquered the heat and 
humidity and successfully returned to Jiba 
and participated in the 2017 Children’s 
Pilgrimage to Jiba. While roaming in the 
always exciting Ninja Village and Achi 
Kochi Land adventures, this year, the 
participants were able to enjoy first time 
events such as: Variety 180 and Picky stage. 
They were even blessed by an appearance 
by the Shinbashira and Daisuke-sama at the 
Earth Carrying Hinokishin activity. Please 
see the picture below.

Always the highlight (and stress!!!) 
of the Children’s Pilgrimage is the 
Oyasato Parade and the Overseas Mission 

Eligibility:	 Participants	must	have	attended	the	Joy	Workshop.	Participants	
	 	 who	have	not	yet	completed	the	Spiritual	Development	Course.	

Contents:	 Lectures:	God	the	Parent,	Oyasama,	the	service,	gratitude,	a	thing	
	 	 lent,	a	thing	borrowed,	and	salvation.	
	 	 Group	activities:	hinokishin,	service	(seated	service	and	Yorozuyo),	
	 	 service	instruments,	and	discussions.	

Donation:	 $30.00	per	person	(includes	all	courses,	room	&	board)	
	 	 Application	is	available	in	the	Dendocho	office.	

Three Day Course     Sept. 22-24 at Hawaii Dendocho 

Welcome Party. This year, the Hawaii 
Group performed a rendition of “Logo 
Te Pate” (from the Moana soundtrack), 
choreographed by the beautiful and talented 
Ms. Skye Nagata! The Hawaii Group 
enthusiastically performed the routine to 
a wonderful ovation and was treated to a 
special appearance by “Maui”!!!

The 2017 Pilgrimage was a great success 
with everyone returning home safely 
and in high spirits. Thank you to all that 
participated and to those that help make 
this trip a memorable experience for all! 
See you all next year!
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Fish	 and	 shellfish	 are	 nutrient	 dense	 and	 salmon	 is	 no	
exception.	Salmon	is	an	excellent	source	of	high-quality	protein,	
vitamins	 and	minerals	 (including	 potassium,	 selenium	 and	
vitamin	B12)	but	it	is	their	content	of	omega-3	fatty	acids	that	
receives	the	most	attention.	This	recipe	paired	with	avocado	
makes	an	excellent	source	of	nutrition	with	the	added	factor	of	
great	taste!	Hope	you	enjoy	this!

2	Avocados	-	peeled,	pitted	and	diced
2	Cloves	Garlic,	peeled	and	minced
3	Tbsp	Greek-Style	Yogurt
1	Tbsp		Fresh	Lemon	Juice

The Hungry Reporter

Roll-up Lasagna 

Directions:

Ingredients:

1)	Preheat	an	outdoor	grill	for	high	heat,	and	lightly	oil	grate.

2)	In	a	medium	bowl,	mash	together	avocados,	garlic,	yogurt,	and	lemon	juice.	Season	
with	salt	&	pepper.

3)	Rub	salmon	with	dill,	lemon	pepper,	and	salt.	

4)	Place	on	the	prepared	grill,	and	cook	15	minutes,	turning	once,	until	easily	flaked	
with	a	fork.	Serve	with	the	avocado	mixture.

*Greek-style	yogurt	may	be	found	in	
food	specialty	shops.	Regular	plain	
yogurt	may	be	substituted.	

Tip: Aluminum can be used to keep 
food moist, cook it evenly and make 
clean up easier.

Salt	and	Pepper	to	taste
2	lbs	Salmon	Steaks
2	tsp	Dried	Dill	Weed
2	tsp	Lemon	Pepper
Salt	to	taste
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4th	 Mon	 All	Tenrikyo	Nioigake	Day	 Paki	Park	 	 9:00	a.m.
5th		 Tue	 TCC	Monthly	Service	 TCC	 	 9:30	a.m.
	 	 WA	Committee	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 7:00	p.m.
	 	 Three	Day	Course	Lecturers'	Session	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:00	p.m.
9th	 Sat	 WA	Nuuanu	Hale	Visitation	 Nuuanu	Hale	 	 9:30	a.m.
11th		 Mon	 WA	Monthly	Meeting		 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 TCC	&	Bunko	Joint	Comm.	Meeting		 TCC	 	 7:30	p.m.
12th		 Tue	 WA	Musical	Instruments	Practice		 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 Three	Day	Course	Lecturers'	Session	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:00	p.m.
13th	 Wed	 YMA	Meeting	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:30	p.m.
14th	 Thu	 BGA	Meeting	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:00	p.m.
16th	 Sat	 Board	of	Directors	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 2:00	p.m.
	 	 YWC	Cooking	Class	 MHQ	Social	Hall	 	 2:00	p.m.
	 	 TSA	Parent	Orientation	/	Hinokishin	 Rainbow	Hale/MHQ	 	 5:00	p.m.
17th	 Sun	 Mission	HQ	Monthly	Service	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 Sunday	School	 Mission	HQ									 	 				
	 	 Head	Ministers	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 12:45	p.m.
	 	 Oyasato	Seminar	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 1:00	p.m.
18th	 Mon		 Kamina-nagashi	in	Waikiki	 Waikiki	 	 10:00	a.m.
	 	 Sakagami	Family	to	return	to	Jiba	(until	Oct.	3)
22nd	-	24th	 Three	Day	Course		 Mission	HQ	
26th	 Tue	 Yohaishiki	/	Musical	Instruments	Practice	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
27th	 Wed	 Autumn	Memorial	Service		 Mission	HQ	 	 10:00	a.m.
	 		 YMA	The	Doctrine	Study	Session	 Mission	HQ	 	 7:00	p.m.

September Calendar 2017


