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   Mark Hisao

RELAY ESSAYS  by Bishop & Mrs. Yamanaka & Board of Directors

Last year, we observed the 130th 
Anniversary of Oyasama. We received 
many blessings and divine guidance from 
God the Parent and Oyasama, which gave us 
many opportunities to develop our spiritual 
maturity. I would like to share my thoughts 
with you.

1. 人と比べるな (Don’t compare yourself 
to others)

2. 今ある姿に感謝 (Be thankful for your 
current self)

I would like to discuss the concept about 
comparison.

We as human beings have a nature to 
compare things. It is common practice 
compare the prices and qualities of goods 
and services when making purchases. 
Similar types of comparison are made when 
an employer tries to hire new employees. 
Thus, we are constantly in competition 
amongst ourselves and in some ways, 
we tend to compare ourselves to each 
other. However, it is important to exercise 
restraint. When we obsess ourselves by 
doing so, we can become covetous and lose 
sight on the Joyous Life. It is important to 
be thankful for our current self and work 
on improving our ability to live joyously.

When one feels the need to compare 
himself/herself upwards to others (i.e. when 
comparing oneself lesser than others), it 

highlights a person’s dissatisfaction with 
himself/ herself. Thus, one can never feel 
satisfied with the blessings one receives on 
a daily basis.

Rather, it broods feelings of covetousness 
(wanting someone else’s job, money, etc.) 
and miserliness (not wanting to help 
others because one deems other people to 
be better off than oneself). Such thinking 
derails us from exercising tanno and living 
joyously.

If one tries to compare himself/herself 
downward to others (i.e. as if one is better 
than others), it may provide a temporary 
feeling of satisfaction. However, since this 
is done with the mind of arrogance and 
self-love, one cannot truly live the Joyous 
Life. Living life in such a manner would 
go against the will of God the Parent.

It is important to live life fully with 
satisfaction of our blessings. It is also 
important to remember that God the Parent 
never compares us children. We all have 
the same purpose to live the Joyous Life 
in harmony with each other and God the 
Parent individually guides each of us daily 
(in accordance with our spirituality and 
innen). We are able to live the Joyous Life 
when we joyously accept the circumstances 
of our life.
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Appearing before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, I (Shugo Yamanaka), 
bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii, speak with reverence on behalf of the 
Hawaii congregation. 

God the Parent, You created us human beings and this world out of Your desire to see 
us live the Joyous Life. With the arrival of the promised time, You revealed Yourself to 
this world by receiving Oyasama as the Shrine and taught us the truth of all things and the 
true Parent while advancing world salvation. For this, we are truly grateful. We are walking 
the path of single-hearted salvation each day so as to repay for Your blessings we receive. 
Today is the day we are granted to conduct the January Grand Service. Remembering 
the day of origin of Oyasama’s anniversaries, that is, January 26, 1887, the day when 
Oyasama, urging the spiritual growth of all humankind, withdrew from physical life by 
shortening Her natural term of life by 25 years to step out for world salvation through 
Her workings as everliving, we the service performers, with our hearts united as one and 
in full accord with Your intention, will now solemnly perform the Seated Service and the 
Dance with Hand Movements. We will be joined by brothers and sisters of the Path in 
Hawaii who will sing the Songs for the Service with utmost sincerity while recalling the 
50-year Divine Model of Oyasama and praying in earnest for the realization of a Joyous 
Life World. As You watch us, we hope You will become spirited as well.

Responding to Your desire to hasten world salvation, we Yoboku vow to further 
accumulate sincere and earnest efforts so as to advance the construction of the Joyous 
Life World. While striving for further spiritual growth as Oyasama’s instruments, each 
and every one of us is determined to make our utmost efforts in nurturing and increasing 
the number of human resources who will carry the Path forward in the future so that 
the Path in Hawaii may continue for endless generations. May You, God the Parent, 
accept our sincerity, and we ask that You guide us further toward the advancement of the 
Path in Hawaii and the reconstruction of the world into the truly peaceful Joyous Life 
World, even a day sooner, where everyone will come to know of the Parent of Origin 
thus awakening to the truth of universal brotherhood & sisterhood and live together in 
harmony helping and caring for one another. Together with all present, I sincerely pray 
that You bless us so.

January Grand Service Prayer



4 5

Thank you very much for attending the 
January Grand Service at Hawaii Dendocho 
today. We’ve just completed the solemn 
performance of the Service together with all 
of you, earnestly praying for world salvation, 
the realization of the Joyous Life World, 
and also turning our thoughts to the day of 
origin of Oyasama’s anniversaries. For the 
next few minutes, I’d like to share with you 
my thoughts upon the occasion of the Grand 
Service today. Usually, in January, many 
head ministers leave for Japan in the middle 
of the month to attend the grand services of 
their respective grand churches and church 
hdqrs. so they cannot attend the Dendocho 
Grand Service on the 3rd Sunday. However, 
it is still the 15th today, so I am very glad that 
almost everyone is here to attend the Service 
today. May I ask for your kind attention for 
a while. 

I’ve been repeating this every year. But 
as all of us should know well, the January 
Grand Service is performed to commemorate 
the day of origin of Oyasama’s anniversaries, 

that is, January 26, 1887, the day when 
Oyasama withdrew from physical life. 

1887 is just 130 years ago from now. In 
Tenrikyo, we count the year when an event 
happens as 1. Therefore, Oyasama’s 130th 
Anniversary was conducted last year in 
January 2016. (By the way, I was born in 
1966, which was the year of Oyasama’s 80th 
Anniversary, and I have turned milestone 
age in every Oyasama’s Anniversary year. I 
turned 50 last September.)

Because it is the Service for us to 
remember the very day on which Oyasama 
withdrew from physical life, the day when 
we became no longer able to see Her image 
or hear Her voice directly, the January Grand 
Service, unlike other monthly services, is 
performed “solemnly” rather than “joyously 
or spiritedly.” The January Grand Service 
in Jiba is performed in the severe cold of 
the winter in Tenri, so we almost freeze 
ourselves while sitting through the Service 
from the start to the end and thus feel even 
more “solemn.”

 And, in terms of the fundamental state 
of our Tenrikyo faith today, it is of prime 
importance for us to firmly re-identify and 
re-settle in our mind the very significance of 
the January Grand Service, that is, the day 
of origin of Oyasama’s anniversaries. It is 
very important for us to reflect seriously once 
more upon the day of origin of Oyasama’s 
anniversaries and re-impress upon ourselves 

Mission HQ  January Grand Service Sermon
Bishop Shugo Yamanaka
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“as our own matter” the very intention of the 
Parent expressed in that fateful event—that 
is, the profound truth that “Out of Her deep 
parental love for Her children and in order to 
hasten the spiritual growth of all humankind, 
Oyasama withdrew from physical life by 
shortening Her natural term of life by 25 
years, yet She remains alive forever to 
continue Her workings as before.” I’d like to 
emphasize that this is a matter pertaining to 
us Tenrikyo followers today, not just to the 
followers back then.

It may not be easy for us to reflect upon 
the details of what happened 130 years ago, 
but, fortunately, we have a book entitled “The 
Life of Oyasama.” (The story comic, “Tale of 
Oyasama,” has been translated into English, 
and its second volume will be published this 
month.) 

I’ve been repeating this every year too 
since this is also very important for us. But 
the final chapter of The Life of Oyasama 
is a vivid description of the stern dialogue 
between God the Parent and human beings 
at the start of 1887, which eventually led to 
the day of origin of Oyasama’s anniversaries. 
However, this should not be read as a story of 
past events happening 130 years ago. I would 
like to think that The Life of Oyasama is not 
a mere record of what Oyasama and people 
around Her did or said but, more importantly, 
a “book of faith” by and through which we, 
followers today, learn and seek the Divine 
Model of Oyasama with the same passion 
and yearning for Her as shown in the book. 
Every time a follower who is in earnest quest 
for the Divine Model of Oyasama reads it, he 

should find himself in the book. The more 
he reads it, the more he becomes part of the 
story. Such is the characteristic of The Life 
of Oyasama. Especially, in the final scene 
depicted, the fact that Oyasama, urging the 
spiritual growth of Her children, shortened 
Her natural term of life and withdrew from 
physical life TRANSCENDS time and space, 
and comes pressing strongly upon the heart 
of each one of us, followers of the Path 
today. Such a powerful book is The Life of 
Oyasama, I think.

This point can be supported by the fact 
that the final chapter of The Life of Oyasama 
does not end with a mere description of 
the historical event of “Oyasama having 
withdrawn from physical life.” The very 
last page begins with a passage from the 
Osashizu, a Divine Direction, given not right 
after this significant event but three years 
later, on March 17, 1890, which clearly 
indicates the truth of the everliving Oyasama 
by saying: “Sah, sah, I am still living here. I 
have not gone anywhere, not gone anywhere. 
You must look at the path of daily life and 
ponder.” Then the last page concludes with 
the following passage and a verse from the 
Ofudesaki: 

Oyasama, whose parental heart is 
dedicated solely to the salvation of all 
Her children, underwent every kind of 
difficulty and trial in high spirits to open 
a path of salvation for all humankind, and, 
in order to hasten their spiritual growth, cut 
short Her own physical life by twenty-five 
years. But the heart of Tsukihi remains 
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alive now and forever at the Residence 
of Origin, providing for the growth of all 
humankind to spiritual maturity. Indeed, 
the miracles of salvation which occur daily 
stand as proof of the continuing life and 
work of Oyasama.
To Tsukihi, all of you in the world are My 
children. Love for you fills Me: this is My 
single heart.  Ofudesaki XVII:16

This last part is very important in that it 
serves to connect us followers today with the 
Oyasama depicted in The Life of Oyasama 
and thus summarizes very briefly the history 
of Tenrikyo over the past 130 years after 1887 
when Oyasama withdrew from physical life 
until today. In other words, it is the essence of 
being a Tenrikyo follower today to live each 
day having firm trust in the daily guidance 
and workings of the everliving Oyasama, 
which has become the driving force for the 
development and spread of Tenrikyo after 
1887 to the present.

This is a matter of English translation, but 
the last page we just read includes a phrase 
“in order to hasten their spiritual growth.” 
Considering that The Life of Oyasama is our 
“book of faith” as I just mentioned, what 
Oyasama urged by shortening Her natural 
term of life by 25 years is not the spiritual 
growth only of the followers back then 
but also of us followers today. Therefore, 
I personally think that the translation here 
should be “our spiritual growth” rather than 
“their spiritual growth,” or it can be even 
“my spiritual growth.” We should read The 
Life of Oyasama with such an attitude.

As indicated by the Ofudesaki verse on 

the last page, discerning Oyasama’s deep 
parental love for Her children, all humankind; 
responding and getting closer to it; and 
working upon other people around us with 
Oyasama’s heart as our own—these are 
what constitute our “path of single-hearted 
salvation.”

Of course, the central object of our worship 
in Tenrikyo is God the Parent who created 
all human beings and who has been giving 
us the complete providence ever since. God 
the Parent is God having supreme and infinite 
image, extension, or existence; therefore, 
God the Parent may seem to be too great 
an object of worship for us who are very 
small human beings. However, it is the 
special person called Oyasama, the Shrine of 
God, who connects God the Parent as such 
and us human beings, God’s children in a 
very close manner. We human beings have 
known about God the Parent for the first time 
through Oyasama and have been guided to 
the teachings of God the Parent through Her. 

Though we cannot see Her image now, She 
continues Her workings the same as before—
continuing to be the special person who 
connects each and every one of us with God 
the Parent and working for anyone anywhere 
anytime. I personally think, Oyasama 
having withdrawn from physical life makes 
it very possible to say and believe that She 
is working “all over the world for anyone 
anywhere anytime.” For She is without a 
physical human body that would limit Her 
in time and space.

The truth of the Sazuke, Divine Grant, 
is given as the proof of the truth of the 
everliving Oyasama. On December 26, 1874, 
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Oyasama put on the red clothes for the first 
time to clarify that She is the Shrine of God. 
On the very same day, She bestowed, for the 
first time, the Sazuke to save people suffering 
from illness. She bestowed the Sazuke not 
to many people but only to four followers 
who had continued their faith for over ten 
years, firmly following Oyasama and having 
understood and internalized Her teachings 
for world salvation. Oyasama discerned their 
minds and bestowed on them the Sazuke as 
the grant to administer salvation from illness 
in Her place. 

After Oyasama withdrew from physical 
life in 1887, the Besseki system came to be 
established based on the Divine Directions. 
I guess some of you may remember that 
there used to be what was called “hatsu 
shiken,” meaning “first exam,” until the 
beginning of 1948. People were not allowed 
to attend the Besseki lecture unless they were 
able to memorize and recite the standard 
explanations of the “ten aspects of God’s 
complete providence” and of the “eight 
dusts.” There were also times when those 
who had attended 9 Besseki lectures took 
the same exam again right before receiving 
the truth of the Sazuke. In those days, not 
only Yoboku but also everyone attending 
the Besseki lectures, even before the first 
one, remembered the explanations of the ten 
aspects of God’s complete providence and 
of the eight dusts. As taught in Chapter 2 of 
The Doctrine of Tenrikyo: 

The Sazuke, the Divine Grant, is the truth 
of effectiveness bestowed in the cause of 
single- hearted salvation on those whose 
minds God the Parent has determined as 

being sincere.
Thus in those days, our predecessors 

had the sincerity of their minds tested and 
determined before attending the Besseki 
lecture and right before receiving the truth 
of the Sazuke.

Fortunately, or unfortunately, in the 
present time, there’s no hatsu shiken; instead, 
we only need to memorize a short passage for 
the pledge. Anyone can become a Yoboku by 
attending 9 Besseki lectures and receiving 
the truth of the Sazuke from the everliving 
Oyasama through the Shinbashira. However, 
it is of utmost importance for us to be always 
mindful that we are Yoboku “who have 
internalized Oyasama’s teachings for world 
salvation and administer salvation in place 
of the everliving Oyasama.” Let us live each 
day always feeling the everliving Oyasama 
close to us and with our minds purified and 
“sincere” so as to make it easy for Her to 
work through us.

During the period of the Osashizu, the 
Divine Directions, between 1887 and 1907, 
each time the “truth of the Sazuke” was 
bestowed on a person from the everliving 
Oyasama through Honseki Izo Iburi, words 
of an Osashizu, a Divine Direction, from the 
everliving Oyasama, were given through the 
mouth of Honseki in order to instruct the 
person on the proper attitude as Yoboku. It 
is a bit difficult to pronounce, but this was 
called “Osazuke Osashizu (Divine Direction 
for Divine Grant),” which was transcribed 
by an attendant, and a copy of the transcript 
was given to the new Yoboku as “Kakisage.” 
Each Osazuke Osashizu given to a new 
Yoboku was different each time, yet nearly 
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all of them contained some similar passages 
virtually instructing the same points. These 
passages of the Divine Directions for the 
Divine Grant became the basis for editing the 
“Kakisage,” which is now given following 
the bestowal of the truth of the Sazuke. 
Therefore we can say that the Kakisage we 
have received is based on the words of the 
Divine Directions and is essentially the same 
as the words of the everliving Oyasama.

Perhaps some of you may have read the 
Kakisage from the beginning to the end 
only once right after receiving the truth 
of the Sazuke. In fact, not many people 
may understand the whole meaning of the 
Kakisage by reading it only once or twice. 
However, if we continue to read it carefully 
over and over taking it as the direct words 
given to us from the everliving Oyasama, 
we can come to understand gradually the 
important meanings contained in it and 
have them settled in our minds. At Hawaii 
Dendocho we read the Kakisage after the 
morning service every day. So I recommend 
those of you who are Yoboku to read it every 
day too.

The main points of the Kakisage may be 
explained as follows. We shall keep the state 
of the mind on the day when we received the 
truth of the Sazuke throughout the rest of our 
lives. The human body is a thing borrowed 
from God the Parent, the mind alone being 
our own. God the Parent accepts the daily 
use of the mind in each of us and provides 
any blessings according to the state of our 
minds. The key to receiving God’s free and 
unlimited blessings is to live each day with a 
mind of sincerity. The sincerest mind, or the 

mind with most sincerity, is a mind of saving 
others, and by the truth of saving others, we 
are saved. 

In other words, the mind of saving others 
is the mind most in accord with God the 
Parent’s intention, and the truth of the Sazuke 
is what is granted to us as a means of saving 
others. Therefore let us Yoboku proactively 
administer the Sazuke confidently with the 
everliving Oyasama anytime anywhere for 
anyone, no matter how light or heavy the 
illness may be.

In his sermon at the Autumn Grand Service 
last October, the Shinbashira encouraged 
us to take a fresh look at where we stand 
upon having completed Oyasama’s 130th 
Anniversary and to strive for further progress 
in both the growth of the path and our own 
spiritual development as we continue to 
work toward the realization of the Joyous 
Life World, which is the real purpose of this 
Teaching. He emphasized that “the Divine 
Model of Oyasama demonstrates how to 
follow the path of single-hearted salvation 
in order to save all humankind” and that “we 
can only call ourselves ‘followers of the path’ 
when we try to emulate the Divine Model and 
implement the teachings.” The Shinbashira 
then reaffirmed the daily attitude we should 
have as followers by expounding on the basic 
teachings of “a thing lent, a thing borrowed,” 
“hinokishin,” and “eight dusts of the mind” 
that are familiar to us.  

As we know, anyone who is a Tenrikyo 
follower should have heard or read the 
teachings of “a thing lent, a thing borrowed,” 
“hinokishin,” and “eight dusts of the mind.” 
What’s important is that rather than simply 
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knowing them, we should settle them firmly 
in our minds and implement them on a daily 
basis.

Especially, what may be referred to as 
“the foundation of the teachings” of God the 
Parent conveyed by Oyasama is the teaching 
of “a thing lent, a thing borrowed.” In short, 
our human bodies are actually not ours but 
things lent by God the Parent, things we 
borrow from God the Parent. We human 
beings live, or are kept alive, by the workings 
of God the Parent that we constantly receive 
both within and around our bodies. This 
view that “our bodies are things lent by 
God the Parent, things we borrow from God 
the Parent” is entirely different from the 
common-sensical view that “our bodies are 
ours.” However, this represents the basis of 
Tenrikyo view of human beings, and it is 
even taught that “without understanding this 
truth, we cannot understand anything at all.”

The view that “my body is mine” is almost 
too common-sensical; it feels so obvious 
that we usually do not even think about it. 
However, if we think a little more deeply, 
we come to realize that there are many 
occasions in which we find “our bodies” to 
be beyond our control. Being struck by an 
illness or an injury is a typical instance of 
such occasions. It is also impossible, except 
through a surgery, to change our innate 
physical attributes into more desirable ones. 
Thinking about our birth and life span, we 
may no longer say with absolute confidence 
that “my body is mine.”

If human bodies are “things lent” by God 
the Parent, then who or what is the borrower? 
When we hear the words, “a human being,” 

usually the image or figure of a human 
being arises. But if the body, which makes 
up the image or figure of a human being, is 
actually not his or hers but a thing lent by 
God the Parent, then who or what on earth 
is borrowing that body?

The answer to this question may be the 
“mind” or the “soul.” Whichever it is, as 
it is taught that “the body is a thing lent, a 
thing borrowed; the mind alone is yours,” 
Tenrikyo teachings clearly distinguish the 
physical and spiritual aspects of human 
existence. However, this does not mean that 
a human being is the simple sum of a body 
and a mind as such—the former a thing lent, 
a thing borrowed and the latter one’s own.

Awakening to the truth of “a thing lent, 
a thing borrowed” is not simply coming to 
know the fact that our bodies are things lent 
by God the Parent, things we borrow from 
God the Parent. In addition to having a sense 
of gratitude for God the Parent’s workings 
within our bodies, of course, it encompasses 
knowing and accepting the intention of God 
the Parent, the lender of the bodies, and being 
determined to live by using the bodies as well 
as the mind in accord with that intention. 
Moreover, it also includes our preparedness 
to accept more of God the Parent’s intention 
upon each of us further expressed through 
our bodies. Such is the very way of Tenrikyo 
followers indicated by the teaching of “a 
thing lent, a thing borrowed.”

In short, when we awaken to the profound 
truth of “a thing lent, a thing borrowed,” we 
naturally become filled with a deep sense 
of gratitude for living, or being kept alive, 
by receiving God the Parent’s workings 
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and come to have an urge to use our bodies 
daily in accord with the intention of God 
the Parent, the lender of the bodies. Any act 
arising out of, or expressing, this deep sense 
of gratitude is hinokishin. And living each 
moment with an awareness of using our body 
and mind in accord with God the Parent’s 
intention translates directly into the way of 
living of striving to sweep away dusts of the 
mind daily, thus leading us to the “words 
and actions befitting a follower of the path.” 
The term “path” is often used to designate 
Tenrikyo, indicating that Tenrikyo is not an 
ordinary religion but the Teaching for us to 
follow daily, the path to lead us to the Joyous 
Life World.

Concerning the “words and actions befitting 
a follower of the path,” the Shinbashira 
concluded his sermon by stating as follows:

Our words and actions befitting a 
follower of this path will not only bring 
joy to our daily lives but allow us to 
sprinkle the fragrance of the path on people 
around us in an effortless manner. Also, 
such words and actions will help people 
in our local communities to familiarize 
themselves with and put their trust in our 
churches, which are to serve as models of 
the Joyous Life.

Above all, it is in an atmosphere worthy 
of the path that true faith is likely to arise 
and take root in the minds and hearts of the 
children of not only church head ministers 
but also Yoboku and followers. A Divine 
Direction tells us: “In this path, faith must 
be reflected in the minds of children while 
they are still young.” (Osashizu, Nov. 16, 

1900)
A joyous and spirited atmosphere 

created by parents and other adults, as 
well as the examples set by Yoboku, will 
help children grow into reliable Yoboku 
capable of participating in the construction 
of the Joyous Life World and carrying the 
path forward in the future.

I hope that you will perceive my 
intention in making these remarks and will 
steadily move forward in unity of mind 
toward the goal that we are all working to 
accomplish. (Sermon at Autumn Grand 
Service 2016)

Thus, the Shinbashira is expecting each 
and every one of us Yoboku to strive to 
live the way of the Joyous Life based on 
the teachings every day, thus producing 
an atmosphere worthy of the path, an 
atmosphere of the Joyous Life, where our 
children and young ones will grow up into 
reliable Yoboku, human resources, carrying 
the path in the future.

Of course, for the future of this path, it is 
very important to bring up and nurture our 
children and young people so that they come 
to firmly embrace Tenrikyo faith. For that to 
happen, however, we adults must strive first 
to guide them with examples or models—of 
making efforts to grow spiritually as Yoboku 
and living the daily life of faith based on 
the teachings, the way of living the Joyous 
Life. As important as this is, it may be too 
difficult to do so by one person alone. That’s 
why all of us in Hawaii congregation need to 
unite our efforts and encourage one another 
to do so.  
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In a way, an atmosphere worthy of the 
path, an atmosphere of the Joyous Life, 
cannot be created by one person alone. 
No matter how much effort a very devout 
follower makes, he/she cannot adequately 
produce an atmosphere worthy of the path, 
an atmosphere of the Joyous Life, alone. An 
“atmosphere” is created only when many 
people gather and breathe out the same kind 
of air. Ideally, it is desirable that each and 
every Tenrikyo church or family always has 
such an atmosphere worthy of the path, an 
atmosphere of the Joyous Life. In reality, 
however, it may be difficult. That is why 
all of us in Hawaii congregation should 
unite our hearts and efforts to create such an 
atmosphere here at Dendocho and spread it 
further.

On the occasion of Hawaii Dendocho 60th 
Anniversary Service, the Shinbashira stated 
as follows:

…a mission headquarters serves as 
a facility for mutual communication 
and mutual help in the local Tenrikyo 
community. It is also the center for 
regional activities. In order to promote 
the effort to spread the teachings in the 
hope of being blessed with the growth of 
the path in the countries and communities 
concerned, a mission headquarters should 
help followers in the region to get together, 
connect with one another, and encourage 
one another while going beyond the 
boundaries of church affiliation.….

If people visit a mission headquarters, 
they should be able to savor the bright 
atmosphere of the the Joyous Life that 

accords with God the Parent’s intention, 
so that even those who are feeling 
depressed can naturally feel at peace 
and lighthearted. Such is the ideal way a 
mission headquarters should be.

In order for a mission headquarters to 
project a bright and high-spirited image, it 
is important to seek the teachings, polish 
the mind, and implement the Joyous Life. 
It is also necessary to reach out to others 
by spreading the teachings of the Joyous 
Life. These efforts are part of the role of 
a mission headquarters. ... (Address at 
Hawaii Dendocho on May 17, 2014)

The staff, my wife, and I have been 
striving daily to create such an image of the 
Dendocho. For that to really happen, we need 
support from everyone. We humbly ask for 
continued support from now on.

This Path, Tenrikyo, started with Oyasama 
alone 179 years ago and has been spreading 
beyond Japan into many other countries. 
At the same time, there is no denying 
that Tenrikyo currently is facing various 
difficulties both in and outside of Japan, 
and here in Hawaii, too. In Japan, because 
of various factors, Tenrikyo has been rather 
stagnant in terms of its numbers since after 
Oyasama’s Centennial Anniversary. Here 
in Hawaii, too, Tenrikyo may be seen as 
shrinking, compared to how it was about 30 
years ago.

However, never is it the case that all of 
Tenrikyo has been stagnant or shrinking. 
On the contrary, there are many Tenrikyo 
churches, both in and outside of Japan, which 
have been growing vibrant and thriving. 
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And above all, here in Hawaii we have 
many wonderful head ministers, former 
head ministers, their spouses, Yoboku and 
followers who have inherited and continued 
their earnest faith in Tenrikyo through 
generations until today, not to mention many 
promising young people and children.

Therefore, let us not succumb to the 
difficulties we may be facing. Instead, let 
us always stick to Oyasama’s teachings, 
reminding ourselves of God the Parent’s 
original intention for human beings. And let 
us unite our hearts and efforts, encouraging 
one another, looking forward to our future 
with great delight, having a great dream 
and a vision of advancing the path of the 
Joyous Life in Hawaii. We all should have 
such a dream and a goal, deeply rooted in 
Oyasama’s teachings.

It is not by accident that we have been 
following Tenrikyo out of many religions in 
the world. Each of us has been drawn into this 
Teaching and living in Hawaii as a follower 
of the path because of our special causality 
or God’s special purpose for us. Each of us 
has a different personal and family history 
in Hawaii, but I believe that each and every 
one of us has been chosen by the everliving 
Oyasama and brought into this path. That’s 
why we are here today. Let us have a sense of 
joy, pride, and mission about it, and convey 
our sense of joy, pride, and mission to our 
children too.

We may tend to separate Tenrikyo 
moments and other non-Tenrikyo moments 
in our daily lives even when living at a church 
or mission station. As we often say or hear 

that “we HAVE faith,” aren’t there moments 
when we are mindful of having faith and 
other moments when we are not? 

Essentially, faith is not something which 
we remember having when something special 
happens or when we go to church, but it 
should lie in our daily constant attitude of 
perceiving the workings of God the Parent, 
trusting in the guidance of the everliving 
Oyasama, and thus living each moment with 
a mind of gratitude and joy. I think that it is 
referred to as “life of faith” precisely because 
our daily life should be rooted in our faith 
as such or our faith should be intertwined 
with our daily life. So let us continue and 
accumulate our life of faith each & every 
day. Let us connect ourselves to God the 
Parent, Oyasama, and Jiba through daily 
and monthly services, always perceiving 
God the Parent’s blessings and trusting in 
the everliving Oyasama’s guidance, and thus 
living each day with a mind of gratitude & 
joy and with a mind of helping & saving 
others. This may sound very basic, yet it is 
most important. By so doing, we can receive 
more and more workings of God the Parent 
and Oyasama, thus being able to advance 
even further. “Yes we can.”

Let us all keep moving on, uniting our 
hearts and efforts in Hawaii congregation, 
having a sense of pride and mission as 
followers of this wonderful path, encouraging 
one another, staying joyous and single-
hearted with God each day, and keeping in the 
spirit of saving others and in the attitude of 
hinokishin every day. Thank you very much 
for your kind attention. Mahalo. 
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In consideration of the current situations of Tenrikyo, Rev. Nakata emphasized three 
guidelines to all head ministers of directory supervised churches and dioceses in his address 
on October 27, 2016. 

First: to heighten the sense of making repayment for God the Parent’s blessings. In the 
practical manner, he encouraged them to sow seeds of sincerity at a church on a daily basis, 
to dedicate themselves to the truth of daily contribution, and to convey the importance of 
monetary dedication to others as a way to be saved. 

Second: to implement salvation work by taking Oyasama’s Divine Model as the very 
example. He especially encouraged them to convey the importance of self-awareness of his/
her causality and firm resolution to God the Parent to others to be saved.

Third: to nurture human resources and to guide and train them. He mentioned that all 
head ministers and spouses should make great efforts to nurture themselves first, and then 
nurture young ones especially children and siblings of head ministers to let them follow the 
path. He also encouraged them to cultivate and guide yoboku in their 40s and 60s to be good 
examples for young ones. 

He really urged all Tenrikyo members, whether young, old, male or female, to unite our 
efforts to overcome the difficult current situations Tenrikyo is facing. Let us keep the three 
guidelines in our minds and make further efforts toward the Joyous Life with our minds in 
unison.

New Baby Girl on Board!

Joy Workshop
The next Joy Workshop will be held at 

Dendocho on February 19, 2017 at 1 pm. 

Mochi Poundings
The mochi pounding events were held at Sheraton 

Princess Kaiulani Hotel on January 4 and at Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel on January 6 and at JCCH New Year’s 
Ohana Festival on January 8. (The picture at the Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel)

BGA Leadership Camp and New Year 
Park Cleanup & BBQ Picnic

The annual leadership camp and New 
Year park cleanup and BBQ picnic were held 
on Saturday, January 28 through Sunday, 
January 29. The park cleanup and BBQ pinic 
was held on Sunday, 29 at Magic Island.

Address by Rev. Zensuke Nakata, Director-in-Chief of Administrative Affairs

Sydney Inouye
January 8, 2017
Michael & Thu Inouye 
( H a w a i i  C e n t r a l 
Church)
Congratulations!
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YOUNG MEN’S
ASSOCIATION

Happy February everyone! As we are 2 
months into 2017, I’d like to thank everyone 
for their sincere efforts. A huge thank you 
to Dendocho Staff and those who helped 
with all of our Mochitsuki Hinokishins in 
January. I know the Princess Kaiulani and 
Royal Hawaiian Hotels are always grateful! 
They donated a $1,500 room stay as a prize 
for the 4th of July Picnic last year. Thank 
you to Maui Church for supporting our 
Mission Caravan and taking care of our 
Young Men and Women. And a big thank 
you to those who couldn’t go to Maui but 
stayed back to help with the BGA Picnic.  
We have a couple of big events this month 
as we are on track for the Seinekai 100th 
and Daisuke-sama’s visit in May. Thank 
you all for your help and love and support.

Valentine’s Day Baby Sitting Service
February 14th (Tue)  4:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
At Taiheyo Church

Monthly Meeting
February 15th (Wed) 7:30 p.m.

The Doctrine of Tenrikyo Study Session 
February 22nd (Wed) 7:00 p.m.

Painting and Cleaning the Hall/Shinden
February 25th-26th at Dendocho

Please let me know if you have any 
questions or requests.

Tid Bits
Associations’ Reports

WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

Thank you all for attending the New 
Year’s Party. 18 Tenri Kyoko Gakuen High 
School students will be coming from Jiba 
this month. Let us show our Aloha spirits 
and support young ones who will become 
leaders in the future path.

Bazaar Sewing Hinokishin
Every Wednesday 9:00am - 12:00pm
At West House 

Nuuanu Hale Visitation
February 11th (Sat)  9:30 a.m.

* February Monthly Meeting and Musical 
Instruments Practice will not be held.

*The February Monthly Service luncheon 
hinokishin is assigned to Honjima group.

BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

BGA Spring Camp & General Meeting
SAVE the Date! The annual BGA 

General Meeting and Spring Camp will 
be held on March 24-26th at the Tenrikyo 
Cultural Center site. Camp application and 
schedule will be forthcoming.
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Beef Stew is a favorite dish of many and I thought, wouldn't it be wonderful if there was 
a no-fuss method to prepare it. Indeed, I found this wonderful slow cooker recipe that's 
really easy and tastes great. There's even directions on how to do the preparations days in 
advance. Smoked Paprika & Marsala Wine were a few of the lesser common ingredients. 
You can substitute those for whatever you have on hand! Enjoy!

1/3 Cup All-Purpose Flour
1 tsp Spanish Smoked Paprika
1/2 tsp Seasoned Salt
1/2 tsp Ground Black Pepper
2 lb Beef Chuck, cut into 1-inch cubes
1 tsp Olive Oil
1 Onion, chopped
1 (8 oz) Package Mushrooms, chopped
3 Potatoes, diced
5 Carrots, sliced

1. Combine the flour, 1 tsp paprika, seasoned salt, and 1/2 tsp black pepper in a large, resealable 
plastic bag. Add the beef, and seal the bag. Shake the bag thoroughly to coat the beef with 
seasoned flour.

2. Heat the olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Shake the excess seasoning off the 
beef, then stir the beef into the hot skillet with the onion and mushrooms. Cook and stir until the 
beef is evenly browned and no longer pink. Drain and discard any excess grease.

3. Place the beef mixture into a slow cooker. Place the potatoes, carrots, celery, garlic, Marsala 
wine, and Worcestershire sauce into the cooker with the beef mixture. Pour the beef broth and 
tomatoes into the cooker, and stir in the onion soup mix and 1 more tsp of paprika. Cook on 
High for 4 to 6 hours, or on Low for 10 to 12 hours. Season to taste with salt and black pepper.

4. For a thicker stew, combine cornstarch and water in a small bowl. Gradually stir the mixture 
into the stew until thickened.

Notes: To freeze and make stew later, place the beef mixture into a freezer bag after Step 2, and 
freeze. Place potatoes, carrots, and celery into a separate freezer bag, and freeze. Mix together 
the garlic, Marsala wine, and Worcestershire 
sauce into a third small bag, and freeze. The day 
before you want to cook the stew, allow the three 
bags to thaw out in the refrigerator overnight, and 
place the contents of the 3 bags into the slow 
cooker. Then pour the beef broth and tomatoes 
into the cooker, and stir in the onion soup mix 
and smoked paprika as directed in Step 3. Finish 
cooking as directed in the instructions.

The Hungry Reporter

Slow Cooker Beef Stew

Directions:

Ingredients: 2 Stalks Celery, chopped
2 Cloves Garlic, minced
1/4 Cup Marsala Wine
1 Tbsp Worcestershire Sauce
3 (10.5 oz) Cans Beef Broth
1 (14.5 oz) Can Crushed Tomatoes
1 (1 oz) Pkg Dry Onion Soup Mix
1 tsp Spanish Smoked Paprika, or to taste
Salt and Ground Black Pepper to taste
2 Tbsp Cornstarch (optional)
2 Tbsp Water (optional)
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1st Wed Monthly Community Hinokishin Day Meet @ Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
2nd Thu Bishop to return to Hawaii
6th Mon TCC Monthly Service TCC  9:30 a.m.
7th Tue Kyoko Gakuen High School Students to come to Hawaii (until Feb. 17)
9th Thu Monthly Nioigake Day Meet @ Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
10th Fri Adopt A Hwy Cleanup Hinokishin Meet @ Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
11th Sat WA Nuuanu Hale Visitation Nuuanu Hale  9:30 a.m.
13th Mon TCC & Bunko Joint Comm. Meeting  TCC  7:30 p.m.
15th Wed YMA Meeting Rainbow Hale  7:30 p.m.
16th Thu BGA Meeting Rainbow Hale  7:30 p.m.
18th Sat BOD Meeting Mission HQ  2:00 p.m.
  TSA Hinokishin & Sleepover Mission HQ  6:30 p.m.
19th Sun Mission HQ Monthly Service Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
  Sunday School/ Aloha Band Practice Mission HQ            
  Joy Workshop Mission HQ  1:00 p.m. 
20th Mon  TCC General Cleanup TCC  9:00 a.m.
21st Tue Kamina-nagashi in Waikiki Waikiki  10:00 a.m.
22nd Wed YMA Study Session  Mission HQ  7:00 p.m.
23rd Thu Lecture for Mothers  Mission HQ  10:00 a.m.
26th Sun Yohaishiki (26th day service) Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
  Musical Instruments Practice Mission HQ After Yohaishiki
  WA Oyasama's Birthday Gathering Kakaako Church (Big Island) 

February Calendar 2017


