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Best Wishes for a Joyous New Year!
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New Year's Greeting from Bishop Yamanaka

A Happy New Year to everyone in the Hawaii congregation!
Thank you very much for your sincere efforts in the cause of our Path and your 

cooperation in various events and activities at Dendocho last year. Especially, last 
year being the “year of Oyasama’s 130th Anniversary,” many of you returned to 
Jiba not just on the day of the anniversary but throughout the year with the fruits 
of your pre-anniversary activities. Once again, thank you very much.

As we all know, our journey toward the realization of the Joyous Life World is 
to continue forever, which is taught as “endless construction.” With a sense of 
pride in being followers of this wonderful Path, let us settle firmly in our minds the 
truth of “a thing lent, a thing borrowed,” which is fundamental to our Teachings, 
thus truly savoring the joy of being kept alive. And let us strive each day to sweep 
away the dusts of our minds so as to keep spreading the circle of mutual help 
with purified minds. 

I humbly ask for your continued support and cooperation this year.

To provide information related 
to Tenrikyo services, activities, 
and events in Hawaii for the 
congregation and the people of the 
State of Hawaii.

To inspire and initiate interest in 
having faith in religion, namely 
Tenrikyo, by conveying the Truth 
of the Jiba in words, in the manner 
and heart of God the Parent and 
Oyasama.

TENRIKYO NEWSLETTER
 MISSION STATEMENT

Oyasato Seminar English Course II
From December 21 to 24, the Oyasato 

Seminar English Course II was held at 
Dendocho. Kenny Miyauchi, Kai Hirose, 
Khembie Yap, Sky Matsukawa, and Kristi 
Yamamoto completed the course. Mr. 
Masamichi Yukioka, staff of Overseas 
Department, served as education staff and 
Myles Hisao as counselor.
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Appearing before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, I (Shugo Yamanaka), 
bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii, speak with reverence on behalf of the 
Hawaii congregation. 

With Your everlasting providence and profound parental love, You have been guiding 
us each and every day as we strive in our respective places and positions always in the 
spirit of single-hearted salvation. With the quick passage of time, we have already come 
to the day to perform the final monthly service for this year. We would like to express 
our heartfelt thanks for the many blessings that You have bestowed upon us throughout 
this year, allowing us to conduct various events and activities safely and successfully, 
beginning with our pilgrimage to Jiba for Oyasama’s 130th Anniversary. We, the service 
performers will unite our hearts as one to perform the Seated Service and the Dance with 
Hand Movements joyously in high spirits while earnestly praying for world salvation. 
Gathering before You are our brothers and sisters of the path in Hawaii who have looked 
forward to this day and will be singing the Songs for the Service in unison and becoming 
spirited in the Service. As You watch us, we hope You will be spirited as well. 

From the afternoon of the 21st of this month the Oyasato Seminar Course II will be 
held. The young participants, who are to shoulder the future of the Path in Hawaii, will 
be planting seeds of sincerity and endeavoring to learn the Teachings for three days at 
Dendocho. With approximately 13 days remaining this year, we hope to conduct the 
year-end activities in a smooth manner and welcome in bright spirits the coming year.

Together we vow to accord with the intention of God the Parent, whose desire is 
for all humankind to live the Joyous Life, and as instruments of Oyasama we will walk 
firmly on the Path of single-heartedness with God, single-hearted joyousness and single-
hearted salvation here in Hawaii. May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity, and 
we ask that You guide us further toward the advancement of the Path in Hawaii and the 
reconstruction of the world into the truly peaceful Joyous Life World, even a day sooner, 
where everyone will come to know of the Parent of Origin thus awakening to the truth 
of universal brotherhood & sisterhood and live together in harmony helping and caring 
for one another. Together with all present, I sincerely pray that You bless us so, as we 
once again express our appreciation for this year and humbly ask for your continued 
blessings for the new year.

December Monthly Service Prayer
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Good morning everyone.
We have just completed Hawaii 

Dendocho’s last monthly service for 
this significant year of Oyasama’s 130th 
Anniversary in a most spirited fashion, 
truly a manifestation of the unity of the 
minds of the service performers and the 
congregation... and I am happy to have 
been part of today’s service. Thank you 
very much.

I am also happy to be standing here 
today, not because I have something 
interesting to say, but because I have this 
opportunity to see the entire congregation’s 
smiling faces all at once which is indeed 
an encouraging sight. May I ask that you 
continue to smile, or even laugh if you 
wish, while I share with you some of my 
thoughts today. Before I begin, I’d like to 
take a moment to thank Rev. Tsunenori 
Ichise for translating today’s sermon.

The “core” of our faith
It goes without saying that the core of 

our faith lies in the belief that Oyasama 
was indeed the Shrine of God the Parent, 
and in the Truth of the Everliving Oyasama. 
This belief removes any possible doubt in 
what Oyasama has taught us and offers us 
the opportunity to lean totally on Her on 
any matter. What can be more comforting 
than to feel Her presence in every moment 
of our existence.

The core of my faith began in 1978, 
three years prior to becoming the 3rd head 
minister of Taiheiyo Church. I had a calling 
to leave my position at Japan Airlines and 
devote myself full time to the Path. My 
new endeavor began with two years of  
hinokishin as a live-in (seinen-zutome) at 
Shuto Grand Church. Our children were 
then 14, 10, and 9 years of age at that 
time, so my couple years absence was a 
challenging period for my wife, I’m sure. 
If I failed to thank her then, better late than 
never... “Thank you, Ann.”

A “timely” gift
Prior to the date of my early retirement, I 

suddenly became very ill with a high fever. 
After several days in bed, it reached a point 
where I couldn’t hold a glass of water to 

Mission HQ  December Monthly Service Sermon
Rev. Clyde Mikuni    Former Head Minister of Taiheiyo Church
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take my medication. I started complaining 
to my wife and my mind began to waver.

One evening, when my wife came to 
administer the sazuke after the evening 
service, a red ball of fire appeared at the 
corner of my left eye as she chanted, 
“namu tasuke tamae Tenri O no Mikoto.” 
As the chanting continued, it started 
moving closer, turning to pink and then 
white. I could feel my body lifting off 
of the bed as a side profile of Oyasama 
appeared. Although Her lips were still, a 
voice repeated three times, “kono mijo wa 
kamisama da yo, kono mijo wa kamisama 
da yo, kono mijo wakamisama da yo.”  
Tears began to flow from my eyes, and 
seconds later, Her image was gone. I tried 
to regain the image but could not... She had 
left. My wife noticed the tears and asked 
if the pain was that unbearable. When I 
explained what had happened, she started 
crying too, saying that because I had been 
complaining so much, she asked Oyasama 
to please accompany her to the otasuke. We 
both laid there for a while, shedding tears 
of joy from what we had just experienced. 
It was truly a most “timely blessing” and 
a perfect gift to celebrate a new beginning 
in our lives.

A sazuke to remember
I am sure that all yoboku present here 

today have experienced the joy and 
gratification of administering the sazuke, 

with many interesting stories worth telling. 
Over the years, I, too have witnessed 
miraculous healings by the power of prayer 
and the sazuke.

I recall administering my most memorable 
one, and it was in this very sanctuary thirty 
years ago on February 18, 1986, the year 
of Oyasama’s 100th Anniversary. My late 
father, Robert Mikuni stood on this very 
spot delivering the monthly service sermon. 
As I sat on the pew listening with my eyes 
closed (like I often do), I noticed a slight 
slurring in his voice. I opened my eyes and 
saw him fall backwards flat on his back, 
hitting the back of his head on the upper 
dais. I vividly recall the sound of shock 
from the congregation... waa!

I rushed up to find him bleeding profusely 
from the impact and shaking like he was 
having a convulsion. The first thought that 
came to my mind was to offer ten years of 
my life and ask God to give him ten more 
years. By the end of the last stroking of  
“Namu tasuke tamae Tenri O no Mikoto,” 
he opened his eyes and asked, “what 
happened”? When I told him what had 
happened and where, he appeared more 
embarrassed than anything else. He was 
taken to the lounge next door and waited 
until the ambulance arrived. During his 
two days at the hospital, numerous tests 
and scans were done but none showed any 
probable cause. Ultimately, his life was 
extended more than 18 years. 
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A parent becomes a child, and a child 
becomes a parent

On November 7, 2015, the wooden 
clappers at Taiheiyo were officially passed 
on to my son Wesley, and since then I have 
spent many moments reflecting on my past 
35 years as head minister. In addition, 
celebrating my 77th birthday this year, 
I find myself quietly reminiscing with 
extreme gratitude, the valuable advice, 
guidance, and friendship I’ve received over 
the years from my senior ministers both 
here and in Japan, many who have since 
passed on, and many who continue to offer 
their support.

A life of “Timely Blessings”
Looking back on my 77 years, I realize 

that my life has been filled with timely 
blessings. This, of course, includes events 
that appeared to be very “untimely” at 
the time they occurred. I believe this is in 
accord with the saying that after twenty or 
thirty years, things will come to bear fruit.

The  yea r  o f  Oyasama’s  130 th 
Anniversary allowed me to experience yet 
another very “timely blessing”. It began 
last year in November with episodes of 
acute abdominal pain which required 
visits to the emergency room on three 
occasions. The third visit was on December 
30th when I was finally diagnosed with 
acute cholecystitis (inflammation of the 
gallbladder), and the doctors there advised 

surgery. The cholecystectomy (surgical 
removal of the gallbladder) took place 
the following day on New Year’s eve. I 
said farewell to 2015 without the sound 
of fireworks and traditional bowl of Soba.

Listening for Oyasama’s voice in arising 
occurrences

Greeting the year of Oyasama’s 130th 
Anniversary without my gallbladder was 
by no means a coincidence. Coincidentally, 
however, gallbladder means TANNO in 
Japanese. Oyasama had set my personal 
“theme” for this year. In my everyday life, 
I like to look at it as a way of choosing 
personal fulfillment in circumstances where 
others choose madness.

Amazingly, I was released on New Year’s 
morning, but not before another episode. 
When I called my wife to inform her that 
everything went well and I was being 
discharged, I had difficulty understanding 
what she was saying. Reacting with my 
usual temperament, I raised my voice and 
told her to speak louder or that perhaps the 
line connection was bad. Moments later 
when I called my sister June to arrange 
my pick up, her voice too was staticky. 
Without thinking, I put the phone to my 
other ear, and, low and behold... I heard 
her loud and clear.  

The problem was my right ear. By the 
time I returned to the church, I couldn’t 
hear a single sound from that ear. The 
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New Year’s Service had just ended and 
the worshipers were beginning to enjoy 
the New Year delicacies. After greeting 
everyone, I sat there to watch them happily 
partake of the food... and thus shared in 
their joy?

Reacting to “WHAT we hear” is preceded 
by the joy of “BEING ABLE TO  hear”

The year of  tanno now included a visit 
to an ENT (Ear, Nose, Throat Specialist).  
The diagnosis was “Sudden Hearing Loss”. 
I immediately recalled someone who had 
been diagnosed with the same and that he 
was put on steroids for ten days and told it 
was the only chance of possibly regaining 
his hearing. Unfortunately, it wasn’t 
successful and he will have to live with the 
use of one ear only. 

I was told exactly the same thing, word 
for word. At this point I realized that  
“listening” would play a large part in my 
pledge to “tanno”. I was nursing a bad cold 
then and was scheduled to depart for Jiba 
in several days but fortunately was told by 
the doctor that it was alright to travel and 
complete the prescribed steroids in Japan.

In bed for most the trip offered me 
the needed time to truly reflect on this 
challenging situation. I managed to officiate 
a ground breaking ceremony (chijinsai) for 
my son Scot a couple of days after arriving 
in Jiba. That evening, I received a phone 
call from a friend. Without thinking, I 

put the receiver to my right ear and was 
astonished to hear his voice loud and clear. 
I had regained my hearing a day after I 
took the last pill. It was two days before 
the Grand Service, and I thought to myself, 
“how timely”.

I made sure my wife didn’t notice my 
tears of joy because it had been a while 
since I had such a moving experience. She 
was happy, of course, when I later told 
her of the “timely” blessing. Despite the 
discomfort throughout the trip, constantly 
leaning on Oyasama, made it a most 
significant pilgrimage ever for me.

“Kijyu”, a special time in life to be 
happy Age 77 is called “kijyu” in Japanese, 
literally meaning a joyous congratulatory 
occasion, and spending time with my 
“kijyu” peers has brought to life the 
Chinese character “ki”, meaning rejoice. 
We rejoice by bringing  humor to our daily 
lives by the numerous adjustments that are 
required as we try to age gracefully. Rev. 
Yoshinobu Nakao is probably thinking,  
Anata ga Kijyu nara, Watashi wa Beijyu! 

A common challenge is, would you 
believe, “loss of hearing”, and it is the 
one thing my wife and I share equally. 
Well, maybe she has a slightly larger 
share. Speaking of hearing loss, I had a 
follow up appointment with the ENT after 
returning from Jiba. Upon hearing that I 
had regained my hearing, he said I was 
very fortunate to be one of the few that 
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did. The follow up hearing test, however, 
did show that although I could hear, I still 
had considerable loss. Every word I was 
told to repeat in the test was wrong. Every 
word? Yes. The doctor recommended that 
I consider the use of a hearing aid but when 
I was told how much it would cost, I had to 
ask him again, and NOT because I couldn’t 
hear the first time. Living on social security, 
I was forced to decline for now.

**Which reminds me of a man telling 
his neighbor: 

“I just bought me a new hearing aid. It 
costs me $4,000, but it is state of the art 
perfect.” “Really, answered the neighbor. 
What kind is it?” “Twelve thirty”...

In the October Monthly Service Sermon, 
Rev. Tomozo Hirano spoke about tanno, 
“joyous acceptance”. How timely, I 
thought to myself, since I had my tanno 
(gallbladder) surgically removed at the 
start of this year. Using a card game as an 
example, he explained how we must play 
the hand we are dealt with. He also said 
that someone with a strong hand does not 
necessarily win, which is part of the fun. 
And, someone dealt with a poor hand may 
win by using the cards cleverly. It may 
seem irrelevant but CARDS in Japanese is 
called TO-RUM-PU (TRUMP) so perhaps 
we should play cleverly to “win” with the 
hand we have recently been dealt with? ( 
DO NA RU DO TO RUM PU)  (no political 
pun intended)

I personally enjoyed the example 
Rev. Hirano used  of “challenges” being 
“homework” given to us by God the 
Parent to help us reach our full potential in 
terms of our spiritual growth. Perhaps it’s 
because I have had a year of rather difficult 
challenges, spending many nights quietly 
doing my “homework”... by myself.

As we rapidly approach 2017, it’s time 
once again to make a pledge for the new 
year, and I think mine will have something 
to do with: Doing the “homework” given 
me by God the Parent with the spirit of 
“tanno”, supplemented with “barrels of 
humor.”

**Which reminds me of the elderly 
gentleman who was seeing a doctor for 
numerous illnesses. Shortly after an office 
visit, the doctor ran into him one day and 
was surprised to see how happy and healthy 
he looked.

“George, he said, you’re looking so 
good.” “Well, George replied, you said to 
Find a Hot Mama and be Cheerful.” “No 
George, I said You have a Heart Murmur 
so be Careful!”

Finally, may I take this opportunity to 
say thank you, Bishop and Mrs. Yamanaka,  
and the staff of Hawaii Dendocho for your 
support and friendship throughout this past 
year. Let us all continue working together 
to make this world a better place for all.

“Happi Holidays”!
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Tid Bits
Associations’ Reports

WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

Happy New Year! Thank you very much 
for all your sincere efforts and support 
in the activities of our association. Let’s 
continue making efforts to repay God the 
Parent and Oyasama for the daily blessings 
we receive and spread the joy of our faith to 
those around us. Together let’s bring joy to 
the everliving Oyasama. I humbly ask for 
your continued support. Mahalo!

New Year’s Party 
January 9th (Mon) 10:00 a.m.
*February meeting will not be held.

Women’s Musical Instrument Practice
January 10th (Tue)  9:00 a.m.

Nuuanu Hale Visitation
January 14th (Sat)  9:30 a.m.

*The January Grand Service luncheon 
hinokishin is assigned to Shuto group.

BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

BGA Leadership Camp & New Year’s 
Park Cleanup & BBQ

Happy New Year!  Please join us for the 
annual Hinokishin Park Clean up at the 
Moiliili Park (Old Stadium) on Sunday, 

Happy New Year Everyone! Wishing 
you a prosperous 2017! I will be serving 
as the chairperson for this year again. 
Young Women’s Club, please look out for 
upcoming events/activities and ask for your 
continued support. Sally Kawasaki, YWC 
Chairperson

YOUNG
WOMEN’S CLUB

January 29th at 10:00 a.m. This will be 
followed by games for the children and 
a BBQ hosted by the Boys and Girls 
Association. (Desserts are welcomed)  
Please bring your families and friends to this 
annual event. For more information, please 
contact Rev. Audrey Suga-Nakagawa @ 
722-8885 or email: audsn@hawaii.rr.com

Attention all 12 years and older BGA 
members (okay if you are turning 12 in 
2017)!  We are hosting the leadership camp 
sleepover on January 28-29 at the Tenrikyo 
Mission Headquarters. The camp focuses 
on leadership training and planning for the 
upcoming spring camp, team building and 
games preparation for the BBQ luncheon on 
Sunday. Bring your ideas for the camp and 
invite new friends. Application is available 
through the churches, mission stations or 
at Dendocho office. Camp fee is $10 per 
person and checks can be made payable 
to Tenrikyo Boys and Girls Association. 
Application deadline is January 15th to 
the Dendocho office. 
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YOUNG MEN’S
ASSOCIATION

Maui Mission Caravan
January 27th to 29th

Monthly Meeting
January 11th (Wed) 7:30 p.m.

The Doctrine of Tenrikyo Study Session 
January 25th (Wed) 7:00 p.m.

Happy 2017 Greetings Young Men of 
Hawaii! I am so happy and grateful for all 
of the love and support you have shown 
this past year through our crazy schedule!

 We should all be proud to look back on 
2016 and all of our accomplishments and 
Joys! Without each and everyone of you 
and your sincere efforts we could never 
have gotten through it. Thank you all! 

As we start anew in 2017 please refresh 
your minds and hearts and begin again. 
Begin your journey along this Path 
rejuvenated! Let’s revitalize our spiritual 
growth this year by being better sons, 
husbands, coworkers and neighbors. Let’s 
brush off the mental dust from last year 
and improve our relationships within our 
families and with each other. Let’s show 

Daisuke-sama in May how much we have 
improved and how far we can go! If we 
unite our hearts we can do anything! 

You guys have proven that to me time 
and time again! Whenever I’ve faltered 
or my faith waned you guys stepped up 
and had my back, you guys came through.  
You guys are the evidence that I can lean 
on God, because I can lean on you. Words 
cannot express the gratitude I feel for 
the Seinenkai, I just hope my actions are 
enough. Lets kick 2017 in the butt and 
open our hearts and change the world!!!!! 
#Seinenkai100th

Joy Workshop
The next Joy Workshop will be held at Dendocho on February 19, 2017 at 1 pm. 

Oyasato Seminar English Course I & III
The courses will be held from July 10 to 25, 2017. (July 8 to 9: pre-seminar orientation)

Application is available at Dendocho and its deadline to submit to Dendocho is January 17. 
Lay Ministers’ Qualification Course & Head Minister’s Qualification Course

Lay Ministers’ Qualification Course in English will be held from August 27 to 
September 10, 2017. Head Minister’s Qualification Course in English will be held from 
September 27 to October 10, 2017.  

Dendocho January Grand Service 
The Service will be conducted on Sunday, January 15 at 9 am. The sermon will be 

delivered by Bishop Yamanaka. The Head Ministers Meeting will not be held.   

New DVD on Introduction to Shuyoka
A new informational DVD for Shuyoka is available in English and Japanese. Please 

ask Dendocho office.
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During the holidays besides shopping and getting ready 
for festive occasions, there's so many other things to do that 
we don't have enough time to spend in the kitchen. So I'm 
sure you'll appreciate the recipe I'm sharing this month. Two 
ingredients and a slow cooker is all you need to make this 
dish. Fast, easy and best of all, it tastes great! Just what 
we need to spend time on the more important things. Enjoy!

2 Cups Packed Brown Sugar

1) Spread about 1 1/2 cups of brown sugar on the bottom of the slow 
cooker crock. 

2) Place the ham flat side down into the slow cooker - you might have 
to trim it a little to make it fit. 

3) Use your hands to rub the remaining brown sugar onto the 
ham. Cover, and 
cook on Low for 
8 hours.

*If using a spiral 
ham, cut cooking 
time in half.

The Hungry Reporter

Slow Cooker Ham

Directions:

Ingredients:
1 (8 lb) Cured, Bone-in Picnic Ham
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1st	 Sun	 New	Year's	Day	Service	 Mission	HQ	 	 10:00	a.m.
3rd	 Tue	 TCC	Grand	Service	 TCC	 	 9:30	a.m.
	 	 WA	Comm.	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 7:00	p.m.
4th	 Wed	 Mochi	Pounding	at	Sheraton	Princess	Kaiulani	Hotel	 	 10:00	a.m.
6th	 Fri	 Mochi	Pounding	at	Royal	Hawaiian	Hotel	 	 	 10:00	a.m.
8th	 Sun	 Mochi	Pounding	at	JCCH	Ohana	Festival	 	 	 11:00	a.m.
9th	 Mon	 WA	New	Year's	Party		 Mission	HQ	 	 10:00	a.m.
	 	 TCC	&	Bunko	Joint	Comm.	Meeting		 TCC	 	 7:30	p.m.
10th	 Tue	 WA	Musical	Instruments	Practice	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
11th	 Wed	 Monthly	Community	Hinokishin	Day	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 YMA	Meeting	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:30	p.m.
12th	 Thu	 BGA	Meeting	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:30	p.m.
14th	 Sat	 BOD	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 2:00	p.m.
	 	 WA	Nuuanu	Hale	Visitation	 Nuuanu	Hale	 	 9:30	a.m.
	 	 TSA	Hinokishin	&	Sleepover	 Mission	HQ	 	 6:30	p.m.
15th	 Sun	 Mission	HQ	Grand	Service	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 Sunday	School/	Aloha	Band	Practice	 Mission	HQ												
	 	 Kyoko	Gakuen	Host	Family	Orientation	 Mission	HQ	 	 1:00	p.m.	
16th	 Mon	 Kamina-nagashi	in	Waikiki	 Waikiki	 	 10:00	a.m.
17th	 Tue	 Monthly	Nioigake	Day	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
21st	 Sat	 Bishop	to	return	to	Jiba	(until	Feb.	2)
25th	 Wed	 YMA	Study	Session		 Mission	HQ	 	 7:00	p.m.
26th	 Thu	 Yohaishiki	(26th	day	service)	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 Musical	Instruments	Practice	 Mission	HQ	 After	Yohaishiki
27th	-	29th	 YMA	Maui	Mission	Caravan	
28th	 Sat	 BGA	Leaders	Camp	(until	29th)		 Mission	HQ	 	
29th	 Sun	 BGA	New	Year's	Park	Cleanup	&	BBQ		 Mission	HQ	 	

January Calendar 2017


