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On October 3, the Young Women's Club "Follow in Kokan's Footsteps" was held at Dendocho. 
A total of 11 members participated. The program consisted of a lecture about Ms. Kokan, 
musical instruments practice, Kamina-nagashi (spreading the name of God), and discussion. 
This seminar helped YWC members to always keep in mind the important role that Ms. Kokan 
had and to follow her footsteps. 

All Tenrikyo Nioigake Day
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RELAY ESSAYS  by Bishop & Mrs. Yamanaka & Board of Directors

Every so often and especially during these 
seasons before an anniversary of Oyasama, I 
take time to reflect on my life and wonder if 
I had accomplished anything significant that 
would bring joy to my predecessors. To my 
dismay, I cannot see any major accomplishments 
being made in the twenty plus years I have been 
a head minister. It seems that with each step 
forward I take two steps backwards. However, 
I am confident that eventually everything will 
fall into place in due time. One thing I have 
learned by following this Path over the years is 
that patience and perseverance is a virtue. Even 
in the Scriptures the words “gradually, step by 
step, or little by little” appear so often it seems 
that true faith cannot be attained overnight. 
Oyasama gently gives us ample time to use our 
freedom of mind to choose and nothing is ever 
forced upon us. 

It is said that Oyasama Herself during the first 
half of Her fifty-year Divine Model was ridiculed 
and ignored by those around Her and could not 
attract a single person to the teachings despite 
Her sincere efforts. It can be said that during this 
period, She was teaching us how to sow seeds of 
sincerity. If we take a close look at Her efforts 
today we can see the seeds that She planted have 
multiplied millions of times over.

It is written in the unnumbered set of the 
Ofudesaki,

The seeds of your sincere devotion sown day 
after day, I have certainly accepted.

The seed which God truly accepts will never 
decay through all eternity.

When these seeds sprout in the course of 
time, it will be the talk of all ages to come.

Every seed planted will eventually sprout so 

    Setsuo Kakitani
we must be patient and our dedication to God the 
Parent must be unconditional. We cannot believe 
in God with self-centered conditions. Since merit 
or virtue is invisible to the human eye, it is easy 
to feel discontent when there are no immediate 
results for our efforts. Human beings are creatures 
of habit and we all may have good habits, but 
unfortunately, some not so good habits as well 
that we practice everyday. Each day of our lives 
is an opportunity to cleanse our hearts and replace 
our minds through performing the service and 
helping others.

If we plant an apple seed we will get an apple 
tree, if we plant a cherry seed we will get a cherry 
tree, if we plant a seed of ill will we will receive 
ill will and if we plant a sincere seed we will 
accumulate virtue. This is the truth of heaven. 
We must realize whatever we do earlier in life 
may it be good or bad, it will eventually sprout 
and surely influence our future happiness. The 
key is sincerity.

After we receive the truth of the Sazuke, in the 
Kakisage we receive, it is written, 

Daily and always, I say daily and always, 
sincerity alone. At first glance, people may 
think that the mind of sincerity is weak, but 
there is nothing firmer or more enduring than 
sincerity. Sincerity alone is the truth of heaven. 
Because it is the truth of heaven, I accept it at 
once and give a return at once, this is the one 
truth. Understand this well.
 
Day by day if we spiritedly fulfill our 

responsibilities to the path with sincerity, no one 
knows what seed may have been planted or when 
it will sprout. There is a perfect time for everything 
and let us never worry about the result of our 
efforts and rest assured that every seed sown with 
true sincerity will surely sprout at a time when we 
are in need of God the Parent’s blessings the most.
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Appearing before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, I (Shugo Yamanaka) bishop of the 
Mission Headquarters of Hawaii, speak with reverence on behalf of the congregation.

With the arrival of the promised time, on October 26, 1838, You revealed Yourself to this world 
by receiving Oyasama as the Shrine. Since then, You have taught us the truth of the creation of 
humankind, including the Jiba of origin, while showing us Your free and unlimited workings, thus 
guiding all humankind toward the Joyous Life World. We are truly grateful to You for Your boundless 
parental love shown to us. Embraced in Your great parental love, we have been walking daily on the 
path toward spiritual growth. Today is the day we are granted to conduct the Autumn Grand Service 
at this mission headquarters, signifying the day of origin of the founding of the Teaching. We the 
service performers will unite our hearts as one to perform the Seated Service and the Dance with Hand 
Movements joyously in high spirits while earnestly praying for world salvation. Gathering before You 
are our brothers and sisters of the path in Hawaii who have looked forward to this day and will be 
singing the Songs for the Service in unison and becoming spirited in the Service. As You watch us, 
we hope You will be spirited as well.

Taking upon ourselves the Shinbashira’s expectations expressed in the Instruction Three, and in order 
to accord closely with the intention of God the Parent, we have been making continuous efforts for 
spiritual growth as we progress through the season of activities toward Oyasama’s 130th Anniversary. 
We will continue to devote ourselves to hinokishin, sprinkling the fragrance of the teachings, and 
engaging in salvation work with decisive courage and strength until the very day of the Anniversary, 
as we aim at receiving results befitting the concluding year of the pre-anniversary activities. Today 
we are honored with the presence of Bishop Yuji Murata in Mission Headquarters in Brazil who 
has stopped over in Hawaii on his way back to Jiba and is delivering a service sermon from which we 
shall learn about the Brazilian followers’ strong attitude of faith, being single-heartedly dedicated to 
the Jiba, and thereby reflect upon ourselves and our own faith. 

Together we vow to accord with the intention of God the Parent, whose desire is for all humankind 
to live the Joyous Life, and as instruments of Oyasama we will walk firmly on the path of single-hearted 
salvation, single-heartedness with God and single-hearted joyousness here in Hawaii. Especially, 
being in the important season of approaching Oyasama’s 130th Anniversary, only 3 months away, 
each and every one of us is determined to make further decisive efforts to grow spiritually by always 
paying attention to those around us and devoting ourselves to spreading the fragrance of the teachings 
and salvation work in any way possible so as to bring joy to the everliving Oyasama. May You, God 
the Parent, accept our sincerity, and we ask that You guide us further towards the advancement of 
the Path in Hawaii and the reconstruction of the world into a Joyous Life World where everyone 
will come to know of the Parent of Origin thus awakening to the truth of universal brotherhood 
& sisterhood and live together in harmony helping and caring for one another, even a day sooner. 
Together with all present, I sincerely pray that You bless so.  

October Grand Service Prayer
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Mission HQ  October Grand Service Sermon
Rev. Yuji Murata  Bishop of Mission Headquarters in Brazil

At this time I would like to sincerely 
congratulate you for having spiritedly 
performed in unison, the Autumn Grand 
Service for the Mission Headquarters of 
Hawaii. I also commend you for your 
daily efforts of sincerity toward the path 
in Hawaii.

Bishop Yamanaka requested I give a 
sermon, so I have come to pay a church 
visit to this mission headquarters. This is 
my 4th visit to the Mission Headquarters of 
Hawaii. My first was in March 1969 when 
I was in route during my appointment (as 
secretary) to the Mission Headquarters 
in Brazil. It was a port stop during my 
journey by boat and my uncle Yoshishige 
Murata was the secretary here at the time. 
The second was in April 1976 when I 
accompanied my father Yuzo who was 
appointed an official during a visit from 
the Church Headquarters to Hawaii and 
Brazil. And the third was when my second 

daughter Haruko was engaged to Grant 
Inouye of Hawaii Central Church. So in 
July 2011, I came along with my wife to 
represent with salutations from the family.

This introduction was a bit long, however 
from now I would like to begin my sermon. 
I ask for a moment more of your kind 
attention.

The grand service performed today 
represents the day of origin of the Tenrikyo 
religion, which began on October 26, 1838.

Three years ago on October 26th, the 
Shinbashira proclaimed the publication 
of the Instruction Three in hopes that it 
will be useful to all Yoboku and followers 
as they make decisive efforts to grow 
spiritually and conduct their activities in 
unity of mind during the “three years, one 
thousand days” period before Oyasama’s 
130th Anniversary. In the Instruction Three 
it says, “This is a season when each and 
every Yoboku should, with a fresh mind, 
take to heart the true intention in founding 
the Teaching, enhance his or her awareness 
of being a Yoboku, a useful timber for 
building the Joyous Life World, and 
accomplish genuine work while striving to 
follow the Divine Model”.

As followers of the path, it is essential that 
we follow the path in constant and distinct 
reminder of the true intention in founding 
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the Teaching.
The true intention in the founding of the 

Teaching is written at the beginning of the 
Chapter 1 of the Doctrine of Tenrikyo.  It 
states, 

“I am God of Origin, God in Truth. 
There is causality in this Residence. 
At this time I have descended here to 
save all humankind, I wish to receive 
Miki as the Shrine of God.”

These were the first words declared 
by God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-
Mikoto, through the mouth of 
Oyasama, Miki Nakayama. Miki’s 
family was greatly startled by the 
unexpected revelation. Using every 
possible argument, they refused 
God’s request, but God the Parent 
remained steadfast. Finally, forsaking 
all self-centered human thoughts 
and concerns of inconvenience to the 
family, they replied that they would 
comply with God’s request. That day, 
October 26, 1838, marks the beginning 
of Tenrikyo.

Within these first words uttered through 
the mouth of Oyasama, very important 
main points are indicated.  The first is, 
“I am God of Origin, God in Truth”. The 
“I” that entered Oyasama is the original 
Parent that created humankind and the 
world, and the true Parent that grants 
life to all living things.  The second is, 
“There is causality in this Residence”, 

which means that the residence of the 
Nakayama family had the causality of the 
original place where Izanami-no-Mikoto 
conceived human beings at the time of 
human creation, namely the Jiba. And also, 
“At this time I have descended here to save 
all humankind’, which means that God the 
Parent’s intention to create humankind and 
the world was out of the desire to see human 
beings helping one another, and to share in 
that joy while seeing them live joyously. 
God came out into the world to relay that 
message to human beings and out of the 
desire to save all humankind. Then lastly, 
God asked, “I wish to receive Miki as the 
Shrine of God.”  In those words God the 
Parent was asking to have Miki Nakayama 
as the Shrine of God, because at the time 
of human creation, She was entrusted the 
role of mother and had the soul of Izanami-
no-Mikoto.

Within a short passage of this first 
revelation we find very important points of 
our Tenrikyo faith, such as God the Parent, 
Oyasama, the Jiba, and realization of a 
Joyous Life World by saving all people in 
the world, which point to the true intention 
in founding the Teaching.

What do we do after we have settled the 
true intention in founding the Teaching 
in our hearts? In the Instruction it says, to 
“accomplish genuine work while striving 
to follow the Divine Model.” The 50-year 
Path of the Divine Model of Oyasama was 
a path of earnest desire to save human 
beings. For each and every Yoboku to settle 
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the mind of single-hearted salvation within 
their hearts and to strive to implement 
salvation work is the main point of the 
“three years, one thousand days” effort 
toward the 130th Anniversary of Oyasama.

I mentioned earlier my appointment to 
the Mission Headquarters in Brazil in 1969. 
At the time Bishop and Mrs. Otake were 
still in good health. During our meals they 
shared various stories about their hardships 
as agricultural pioneers and about the early 
years of Tenrikyo mission in Brazil. I 
would like to share one of the stories that 
still remain with me.

Reverend Otake’s family was one of 10 
families sent from Nankai Grand Church in 
a group migration effort in 1929. Reverend 
Otake was 24, and his wife Chiyo was 22 
years old, and they were sent to Brazil right 
after they got married. Because there needed 
to be 3 in the family who were able to hold 
jobs to receive approval to immigrate, 
they adopted 14-year-old Shichiro who 
would later become the 2nd head minister 
of Bauru Church. They migrated to Brazil 
as a family of 3. The heads of the other 9 
families were all older than Reverend Otake 
including a grand church director serving 
as the decision maker. So I wondered why 
Rev. Otake became the leader of the path 
in Brazil from the prewar period and was 
appointed the first bishop when the Mission 
Headquarters in Brazil was established after 
the war despite the fact there were many 
who were older than him.

The families from Nankai Grand Church 

settled in Tiete, an area toward the inner 
part of São Paulo State, which is about 300 
kilometers (about 186 miles) inland from 
Bauru where the mission headquarters is 
presently located. They deforested virgin 
forests and with that lumber, I heard, they 
built houses one by one for all 10 families. 
Before the houses were built, they had 
lived together in a shelter provided by 
the deforestation union. When they first 
arrived, their first meal was rice mixed with 
sand. With one bite of that, they couldn’t’t 
help but look at each other. They had 
cooked the rice using water from a shallow 
well with only 40 meters (about 131 feet) of 
water using an oil can to scoop the water. I 
heard that a nervous person could not even 
eat one bowlful of that rice.

The district jungle lumbering assignment 
for the 10 families was given, and they all 
worked so hard as if they never seemed 
to get tired. Days would continue as they 
would leave the house in the morning 
with the skies covered with stars, and 
return at night having the full experience 
of moonbeams. And call their experience 
being blessed with sweat, it was enough 
to wring the sweat from their bodies. I 
understand that days continued as if they 
were competing to work. They burned the 
trees they lumbered, and after that they 
prepared the soil to sow coffee seeds. 
After a year had passed, everyone became 
accustomed to the agriculture, and because 
they became familiar with the geography 
of the land to where they migrated, they 
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built a worshipping hall on the director’s 
property and in fervent memory of the day 
of origin of Nankai Grand Church, they 
named it Shomeikai and began performing 
the service on the 26th of every month. One 
day, they received a letter from the head 
of the grand church. Since they arrived, 
repeatedly there were letters that came. 
The content was always the same. The 
letter instructed, “I am sure there are many 
hardships at that foreign land, but you did 
not go there to earn money, I urge you to 
apply your utmost effort toward sprinkling 
the fragrance of the teachings and saving 
others.” When they looked at the date 
postmarked on the letter, it took 6 months 
for them to receive it. Even if they answered 
right away, it took 6 months for the other 
side to receive the reply. It took a year to 
completely relay an intention. In the present 
day, this is something rather unthinkable.

After a monthly service, the director 
said: “We received a letter again from the 
head of the grand church. If we continued 
living as we are, we won’t even be able to 
do missionary work. I know it is difficult 
for each and every one of you. I am 
thinking one of us has to go out to the city 
to represent us and conduct in missionary 
work.” Then the director suggested to the 
oldest member to go out to do missionary 
work. However, that member said: “My 
children are small. I was thinking of going 
out when they became a little bigger. I 
really am not able to do that now.” Then, 
to the next oldest member he suggested: 

“You can do carpentry. How about going 
out to do carpenter work as you conduct in 
missionary work?” That member replied: 
“When my younger brother becomes a little 
older, I think I can leave the carpentry up 
to him and go. But I can’t go right now.” 
As Reverend Otake observed the director’s 
interaction, he suggested that he was in the 
best position to go out and do missionary 
work and volunteered at his own will to 
go to Bauru City to conduct missionary 
work independently. This was 2 years after 
arriving in Brazil. 

Looking at it from a self-centered human 
point of view, after only 2 years since 
first migrating to Brazil, they were finally 
becoming used to working with the 
agriculture they were previously unfamiliar 
with, and finally experiencing its harvest. 
Being a time when things were just getting 
easier, one would be reluctant to throw 
that away to start from zero. It would 
take a huge amount of courage to go out 
to conduct missionary work which does 
not promise any drink or nourishment. 
Anyone would recoil at the idea. Living 
with other Japanese immigrants, they did 
not understand the Portuguese language, 
and they ran out of the money they had 
brought with them. Anyone would flow 
toward what was easier. However, with the 
spirit of single-heartedness with God and 
with the wholehearted desire to bring joy 
and peace of mind to the head of the grand 
church who sent them to Brazil, Reverend 
Otake left his wife and child behind and set 
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out to conduct missionary work. 
A few months had passed since going out 

to Bauru. People were finally beginning 
to listen to him, he was able to apply his 
salvation efforts on others and things were 
just about settling down. Wondering how 
the wife and child he left behind and the 
others were doing, he decided to take a 
trip to the place they first migrated to. It 
took a whole day by train to get there and 
he was surprised to hear that the child of 
that person who hesitated to go out to do 
missionary work because the child was too 
young, had become ill and passed away for 
rebirth and the carpenter and his wife who 
had hesitated saying they would wait until 
their younger brother became older had also 
passed away for rebirth. He truly felt it was 
unfortunate for those who passed away for 
rebirth, but he couldn’t help but wonder if 
he had hesitated to go forth and conduct  
missionary work something terrible may 
have happened. Feeling thankful from the 
bottom of his heart that his wife & child 
were continuing to work in good health, 
he spiritedly returned to continue his 
missionary work.  He often made earnest 
effort to share this story with us.

Whenever he had to make a choice 
between being single-hearted with God 
and self-centered thinking, he always made 
it a momentous decision to choose being 
single-hearted with God. So Reverend 
Otake who was the youngest head of 
household amongst the 10 families was 
granted the truth of a church name in 1929 

before the director and older members. 
Thereafter, he became the central figure 
for the path in Brazil. When the Mission 
Headquarters in Brazil was established in 
1951, he was promoted to a Honbu-jun’in 
from his affiliation with Nankai Grand 
Church and appointed the first bishop.  

Reverend Otake always preached, “never 
lose to anyone when it comes to sprinkling 
the fragrance of the teachings, saving others 
and making effort to return to Jiba”. Like a 
child who doesn’t care about appearances 
when going for a goal at an athletic event, 
he always disciplined us that as a person on 
the path, it is essential we strive to never 
hesitate to bring out that spirit to win when 
it comes to sprinkling the fragrance of the 
teaching, saving others and returning home 
to Jiba. 

Hawaii is very far from Jiba, yet Brazil 
is even farther from Jiba. So it is difficult 
for followers in Brazil to return to Jiba 
often. That is why, I think, they have very 
fervent feelings of desire to by all means 
return to Jiba during the year of Oyasama’s 
anniversary.

The Jiba is the central place of faith for 
the teachings of Tenrikyo. The Jiba is the 
original place where God the Parent created 
humankind. It is the place where the name 
of God was first given. And as we are told, 
it is the source for universal salvation.

In the Besseki lecture, it is taught:

“Returning to this original home, filled 
with yearning for our Parent, is just like 
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going home to where our parents live, 
yearning for them. God the Parent’s 
heart also longs for each and every 
child to return to the Jiba, the Home 
of the Parent. The sincerity with which 
we return home out of our yearning 
for our Parent will reach the mind of 
the Parent, whose love for all of us is 
constant and impartial and who always 
awaits our return eagerly. Thereupon, 
miraculous salvation will be shown, 
and we shall receive God’s free and 
unlimited blessings. It is, therefore, 
of great importance for us to dedicate 
the mind of true sincerity to the Jiba of 
Origin.”

It is extremely essential for us to apply 
our sincere efforts in returning to the 
original Residence and returning home to 
Jiba. I am sure that without a doubt that 
Oyasama is waiting for all children from 
all over the world, near and far, to return 
home to Jiba, and I feel that She is joyously 
awaiting the return of those children who 
are making that effort despite hardship.

Since 5 years ago when JAL suspended 
the flight going between São Paulo and 
Narita, I have had to go through America, 
Europe, or the Middle East to return to Jiba. 
No matter which course I choose, it takes 
30 hours to return to Jiba from São Paolo. 
Sitting for that long period of time would 
cause my back to tighten and my backside 
to hurt. My wife and I would always joke, 
“we are doing our penance”, but when we 

think about it, we are grateful that we can 
sit during the trip. 

When Oyasama was still physically 
present, there is no comparison to how 
inconvenient transportation was. Yet out 
of their desire to express their joy and 
gratitude to Oyasama for their salvation, 
extreme efforts were made to return to the 
Residence on foot.

In the Anecdotes of Oyasama, there 
are many stories about the hardships our 
predecessors experienced when returning 
to the Jiba. ‘A Snowy Day’ is one story 
that documents a time when Reverend Rin 
Masui returned to Jiba. I would like to share 
that story with you.  

After Rin Masui entered the faith, she 
diligently visited the Residence during 
the years 1875 and 1876.

One of her visits was on January 10th. 
It had been snowing heavily since the 
morning. Rin was on the way to the 
Residence from Kawachi. When she 
entered Yamato Province, the snow 
began to fall in a whirl as a storm 
gathered. She was crossing Taka Bridge 
of Nukatabe. The bridge at that time was 
less than one meter wide and there was 
no railing on it. She was afraid that she 
might fall so she crawled barefoot on the 
snow-covered bridge.

She had struggled along to the middle, 
when a sudden blast of wind struck her, 
causing her to sway dangerously, almost 
falling off the bridge. This happened 
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many times. Each time she clung to the 
bridge, pressed against the snow, and 
crawled like an ant, praying earnestly, 
“Namu, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, Namu, 
Tenri-O no Mikoto.” She was just 
barely able to cross the bridge. Then, 
going through Miyando and Nikaido, 
she arrived at the Residence around four 
o’clock in the afternoon. When she slid 
open the door and entered the Place for 
the Service, Iye Murata told her, “Just a 
moment Oyasama was looking out of the 
window, and she said:

‘Well, well. Someone is coming on this 
stormy day. How sincere she is! She must 
be having a hard time of it.’”

Rin was overjoyed with her safe return 
to the Residence, saying, “Ah, thank 
God!” Her hands and feet were numb 
after walking about thirty kilometers 
from Kawachi to the Residence in the 
snowstorm. Those people who happened 
to be there helped her take off her 
traveling attire, took good care of her in 
many ways and warmed her with three 
braziers until warmth returned to her 
body. Then she went into the presence 
of Oyasama to pay her respects, and 
Oyasama said to her:

“Oh, I am so glad to see you have come. 
God the Parent lent a hand to bring you 
home. You had a hard time, slipping at 
many places. However, you were joyful. 
Sah, Sah, God the Parent accepts fully, 
fully. Whatever you ask, it is accepted. 
God protects you. Enjoy it, enjoy it, 

enjoy it!”
So saying, Oyasama grasped Rin’s 

cold hands with both Her own. It was 
something more than warming them 
over the brazier. Rin was moved with 
gratitude and awe at the inexpressible 
warmth of Oyasama.’

Reverend Rin Masui lost her eyesight 
from an eye disorder at the age of 32, and 
received miraculous blessings. Despite 
being a woman she walked 30 kilos (about 
18.6 miles) many times to return to be by 
Oyasama. This is a documentation of one 
of those times.

Although she was almost blown away by 
a blizzard, she chanted the name of God, 
she crawled barefoot and became covered 
with snow as she made her way to return 
to the Residence.

Oyasama said, although it cannot be seen 
by the human eye, God the Parent held her 
by the hand and guided her back.

Reverend Rin talked well into her older 
years for the rest of her life, that she would 
never forget the inexpressible warmth of 
Oyasama she experienced then.

Even if a firm resolution was made to 
return to Jiba, unexpected illnesses or 
hardship can happen and something may 
arise that could blow you away, but as long 
as there is a firm conviction to “return no 
matter what,” no matter how difficult the 
situation may be, God the Parent will take 
you by the hand and bring you home. It is 
an anecdote that gives us much courage.
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I have returned to Jiba about 130 times 
so far. Although I have a lot of good and 
bitter memories in taking care of pilgrimage 
groups from Brazil, there was one very 
shocking occurrence that took place in 
1987.

One of the 27 members who arrived in 
Jiba on January 18th was arrested by the 
police on 25th because he brought 16 guns 
and 538 bullets into Japan and tried to sell 
them in Hiroshima. I returned to Jiba on the 
night of 25th in place of Bishop Otake and 
heard what had happened at the Itami airport 
soon after I arrived. After worshiping at the 
Main Sanctuary, I discussed what should be 
done with both Rev. Shinomori, the then 
head of the Overseas Department, and Rev. 
Shimamura, who was section chief at the 
time. Since it would be reported on TV and 
in newspapers the next day, I was told to 
inform the Shinbashira of the details and 
apologize when I greet him for returning 
to Jiba before the morning service.

In the year before, 1,725 people returned 
to Jiba for the Oyasama 100th Anniversary, 
which was the first time that more than 
1,000 people returned from Brazil. In this 
year, we decided to send a pilgrimage group 
every month in order to give significance 
for the 150th year of Tenrikyo. From the 
beginning of the year as we spiritedly 
started to work on it, we were shown this 
big knot.

I deeply felt sorry for all Tenrikyo 
followers and apologized to the Shinbashira 
sincerely. However, he gently replied: 

“The man brought guns into Japan to earn 
money. I feel sorry for him.”

In Brazil people can get guns for cheap. 
The man seemed to think he could earn 
big money if he sold them in Japan. In 
those days, Tenrikyo groups from Brazil 
could go through customs with a group 
declaration without an individual check. 
He took advantage of it and asked a church 
head minister to take him to Japan with 
the group. The head minister took care of 
him kindly since he said he would return 
to Jiba and attend Besseki lectures. The 
head minister never thought he would try 
to sell guns.

At that time, I was assigned as chairperson 
of the committee for organizing the 
pilgrimage group. I was worried about 
sending pilgrimage groups every month as 
we were shown such a big knot from the 
beginning. However, the knot gave us the 
opportunity to reflect on the significance of 
returning to Jiba and how to carry out the 
group pilgrimage. It is important to not only 
gather people but also to explain why we 
return to Jiba and the meaning of attending 
Besseki lectures and receiving the truth of 
the Sazuke. We were able to reaffirm the 
significance and overcome the knot with 
our minds united as one. We were able to 
send pilgrimage groups every month until 
December as planned. We were blessed 
with about 450 people returning to Jiba in 
that year.

Even if you think water would not come 
out anymore from a squeezed towel, drops 
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of water may still come out by squeezing 
it with all your strength. I think this is 
about sincerity. When we had 1,725 
people returning to Jiba for the year of the 
Oyasama’s 100th Anniversary, we thought 
we had made our best efforts. However, if 
we applied more strength, we still could 
extract another 450 drops of water.

I think in countries such as the United 
States and Brazil which have a long 
history of the path, the vertical mission 
that hands down the teachings to the next 
generation is also very important. Of 
course, the horizontal mission that conveys 
the teachings to others is also important. 
Every time we observe an anniversary 
of Oyasama and the anniversary of our 
Mission Headquarters, we carry out 
missionary work actively to spread the 
teachings to more and more people. 
However, there will be no progress in 
spreading the path without carrying out the 
vertical mission thoroughly.

As you know, the path spread the most 
after Oyasama withdrew from physical life. 
Although people rumored that Tenrikyo 
would not last long, the path rapidly began 
to spread throughout Japan. According 
to the mass media, around the end of the 
Meiji period, the population of Japan was 
about 44 million of which 8 million were 
Tenrikyo followers. In those days, there 
were about 3,500 Tenrikyo churches. 100 
years have passed since the Meiji period 
ended. The path has spread all over the 
world. There are about 16,600 Tenrikyo 

churches in the world including 321 
overseas churches. The number of churches 
has increased by 4.7 times over the last 100 
years. However, it is said that the number 
of followers has significantly decreased to 
about 2 million.

To sum it up simply, let’s say each 
church has 5 followers. If they do not 
pass down their faith to their children and 
grandchildren simply because the faith 
should be one’s own choice, the number 
of followers would be zero in 50 years. 
However, if 5 followers pass down the joy 
of faith to their children and grandchildren 
and each child and grandchild marries 
and has 3 children each, the number will 
become 45. If you neglect the vertical 
mission, the number of followers will be 
zero in 50 years. If you carry it out steadily, 
the number will increase to 45. From this 
stand point, when we think about the truth 
of the church name and the everlasting path, 
it is clear how important it is for us who aim 
to realize the Joyous Life world to carry out 
the vertical mission by passing down the 
faith to the next generation.  

Doing missionary work in a country 
different from Japan in climate, culture, 
tradition, and language is no easy task. 
However, let us steadily follow the Divine 
Model of Oyasama who walked the path 
with a single mind of saving all human 
beings. Let us work spiritedly so as to bring 
joy to Oyasama.

Thank you very much for your kind 
attention.
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Mixed Bags Order Pick up- Reminder
Thank you for ordering your Mixed Bags gifts 

and products to support the BGA Fundraiser.  
Members and friends who have placed their order 
through Dendocho or their respective churches, may 
pick them up on Sunday, November 29 anytime 
between 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. at Dendocho’s office.  
BGA staff will be available to distribute the orders 
that day.  For those who placed their order online, 
you should be receiving your shipment directly to 
your home.   If any questions, please contact Audrey 
Suga-Nakagawa at 722-8885 or email: audsn@
hawaii.rr.com.

November Band Camp
The Aloha Band Camp will be held from 

Saturday, November 28 to Sunday 29 for band 
members. Parents  interested in having their children 
attend the band practices, please contact Rumi 
Miyauchi at 382-0079 or by email asakusa_rumi@
hotmail.com

Leaders Camp and New Year’s Park Cleanup 
and BBQ Picnic

The annual BGA Leadership Camp will be held 
on January 30-31, 2016 and the New Year’s Park 
Cleanup and BBQ Picnic will be held on January 
31, 2016 10am at Moiliili Old Stadium Park.   
Leadership camp participants will join Park Cleanup 
and BBQ picnic at Moiliili Old Stadium Park. More 
information about the camp application and BBQ 
picnic will be forthcoming.

BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

Tid Bits
Associations’ Reports

WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

On October 24, the ceremony of reviewing 
the Model Kanrodai was conducted in Jiba. The 
preparation to observe the 130th Anniversary of 
Oyasama is being made surely step by step. How 
about the preparation of our minds? Are we feeling 
joy in the things in which we could not feel three 
years ago? Let us spend each day with a smile this 
month too so that we may approach even a step 
closer to a true Yoboku! 

Monthly Meeting 
November 9th (Mon) 9:00 a.m.

Women’s Musical Instruments Practice 
November 10th (Tue) 9:00 a.m.

Nuuanu Hale Visitation
November 14th (Sat) 10:00 a.m.

*The November Monthly Service luncheon 
hinokishin is assigned to Godo-A group. Mahalo!

Trick or Treat for UNICEF
Thank you for donating and collecting for 

UNICEF. Working in over 150 countries, UNICEF 
provides lifesaving vaccines and insecticide-treated 
bed nets, emergency relief following natural 
disasters, educational opportunities and School-in-
a-Box kits, and much more. We deeply appreciate 
your continuous support in saving our children.   
Please turn in your collection boxes to the office 
by MHQ’s monthly service on Sunday, November 
15th.  Mahalo!

Trick or Treat for UNICEF in Waikiki
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Mission HQ News & Announcements
Church Affair

Rev. Wesley Mikuni received divine sanction to become the new head minister of 
Taiheiyo Church on October 26. The Installation Service will be held on Saturday, 
November 7.
Oyasama’s 130th Anniversary Commemorative Events

Church Headquarters has announced commemorative events for the 130th Anniversary 
of Oyasama. 

Retrospective of the Anniversaries 
Duration: October 22, 2015 to May 8, 2016
Venue: Entrance hall of the South-Right Wing 2 of the Oyasato-yakata 
 Building-complex
This exhibition is to recall the previous anniversaries of Oyasama as well as to follow 

the footsteps of the predecessors of the path. 

Kagura Masks on Display 
Duration: January 24 to 31, February 25 to 27, March 25 to 27
 April 17 to 19 & April 25 to 27 
Venue: First basement floor of the South-Right Wing 2 of the Oyasato-yakata 
 Building-complex

Viewing the Historical Buildings  
Duration: January 24 to 31, 2016 (except for the 26th) 
The doors of the buildings will be open and translated audio will be available. 

Welcome Home―the Home of Humankind, Jiba (Video shown on big screen) 
Duration: January 24 to 31, February 25 to 27, March 25 to 27
 April 17 to 19 & April 25 to 27 
Venue: Second basement floor of the South-Right Wing 2 of the Oyasato-yakata 
 Building-complex

Installation for the New Head Minister
The Installation Service for the Head 

Minister of Aloha Church was held on 
October 31. Rev. Kyle Kawasaki is now 
the 5th head minister of the church. 
Congratulations! 
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I love the fragrant aroma of fresh rosemary. The 
fragrance is enough to make me hungry especially when 
added to meats when cooking. This herb has an appealing 
aroma that literally induces hunger. I especially love 
adding it to chicken. The recipe I chose to share this month 
is very easy. Just chop and mix in. Takes no more than 
20 minutes to prepare and is truly a one dish wonder. I 
hope you enjoy this!

8 chicken thighs
6 small red potatoes, quartered
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil, or as needed
1 tablespoon chopped fresh rosemary
1 1/2 teaspoons chopped fresh oregano
1 1/2 teaspoons garlic powder, salt and pepper to taste

1. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F 
(190 degrees C).

2. Place chicken and potatoes into a 
large bowl. Pour olive oil over them, 
and stir to coat. Scatter the chicken and 
potato pieces in a large baking dish, or 
cookie sheet with sides. Sprinkle with 
rosemary, oregano, garlic powder, salt 
and pepper.

3. Bake for 1 hour in the preheated 
oven, uncovered. Baste during the last 
15 minutes for extra crispness.

The Hungry Reporter

Rosemary Chicken & Fries

Directions:

Ingredients:
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2nd	 Mon	 Monthly	Nioigake	Day	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 WA	Committee	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 7:00	p.m.
3rd	 Tue	 TCC	Monthly	Service	 TCC	 	 10:00	a.m.
6th	 Fri	 Community	Hinokishin	Day	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
9th	 Mon	 WA	Monthly	Meeting	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 TCC	&	Bunko	Joint	Comm.	Meeting	 TCC	 	 7:30	p.m.
10th	 Tue	 WA	Narimono	Practice	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
11th	 Wed	 YMA	Meeting	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:30	p.m.
12th	 Thu	 BGA	Meeting	 Rainbow	Hale	 	 7:30	p.m.
14th	 Mon	 WA	Nuuanu	Hale	Visitation	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 9:30	a.m.
	 	 BOD	Meeting		 Mission	HQ	 	 2:00	p.m.
	 	 TSA	Hinokishin	&	Sleepover	 Mission	HQ	 	 6:30	p.m.
15th	 Sun	 Mission	HQ	Monthly	Service	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 Sunday	School	 Rainbow	Hale	 After	Yorozuyo
	 	 Aloha	Band	Practice	 Mission	HQ	 	 1:30	p.m.
16th	 Mon	 Kamina-nagashi	in	Waikiki	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 10:00	a.m.
20th	 Fri	 Adopt	A	Hwy	Cleanup	Hinokishin	 Meet	@	Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
22nd	 Sun	 Big	Island	Kyoyukai	General	Meeting	 Kilauea	Church	 	 10:00	a.m.
26th	 Thu	 Yohaishiki	(26th	day	service)	 Mission	HQ	 	 9:00	a.m.
	 	 Hand	Dance	and	Musical	Instruments	Practice	 After	Yohaishiki	
27th	 Fri	 YMA	The	Life	of	Oyasama	Study	Session			Mission	HQ	 	 7:00	p.m.
28th	-	29th	 BGA	Aloha	Band	Camp	 Mission	HQ

November Calendar 2015


