
ORIGINS, November 2012

No. 255 November 2012

Joy Workshop Training Seminar

Tenrikyo Mission Headquarters of Hawai`i

 

Origins 



ORIGINS, November 20122

Inside:
• pg. 3 Message from the Head of the Overseas Department
• pg. 4 October Grand Service Prayer
• pg. 5-11 October Grand Service Sermon  
Island Life:
• pg. 12-13 Joy Workshop Training Seminar
• pg. 14 Baby Born and Wedding News
• pg. 15 Boys and Girls Association Trick or Treat for UNICEF
• pg. 16 MHQ Announcement
• pg. 17 Tidbits
• pg. 18-19 Hungry Reporter, Activity Calendar

TENRIKYO NEWSLETTER – ORIGINS AND MAKOTO 
MISSION STATEMENT
To provide information related to Tenrikyo Hawaii services, activities, 
and events for the Tenrikyo community of Hawaii and for the people 
in the State of Hawaii.

To inspire and initiate interest in having faith in religion, 
namely Tenrikyo, by conveying the Truth of the Jiba in words, in the
manner and heart of God the Parent and Oyasama.
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Thank you for all of your daily efforts at each of your respective mission 
throughout the world. In Oyasato, the gingko leaves have gradually begun to turn 
yellow and it has become very autumn-like. Today, being a beautiful autumn day, 
many followers not only from across Japan but around the world returned to Jiba 
to attend the Autumn Grand Service of the 175th year of Tenrikyo. The Service 
was performed spiritedly with the Shinbashira as the core.

The Shinbashira, in his service prayer, called upon us to recall the beginning 
of the Teaching, and to resolve our minds to single-hearted salvation in accord 
with the God’s intention, and to unite our minds towards the 130th Anniversary 
of Oyasama as the Instruction Third was issued. He also stated that all directly 
supervised churches will be visited by a Church Headquarters official from next 
month through February of next year in order to forward the anniversary activities 
with our minds in unison. In addition, the Shinbashira prayed that our resolution 
for furthering the salvation would be received by God the Parent, and we may 
receive a brilliant blessing on the path of single-hearted salvation by the Service 
and Sazuke so that the world will settle into the world of Joyous Life.

Following the Service, we received words from the Shinbashira. The Shinbashira 
began by saying, “Take this opportunity to reconfirm the intention on the day 
of origin of the founding of the Teaching and refresh your mind to take the step 
as an instrument of Oyasama.” He further mentioned that one of our goals is to 
save all people around the world without any discrimination and explained about 
“salvation” and “what salvation should be” through quotes from the Ofudesaki, 
the Kakisage, and the Anecdotes of Oyasama. In addition, as the guide of your 
attitude towards the anniversary activities, he issued the Instruction Three and 
encouraged as many Yobokus as possible to be able to practice the salvation work 
in this seasonable time. (For the complete sermon, please refer to the Tenri-Jiho 
or Michi-no-Tomo publications.)

There were 600 people that returned to Jiba from various overseas locations for the 
Autumn Grand Service. Today’s Service Prayer and Sermon were simultaneously 
interpreted into 9 different languages: English, Mandarin, Taiwanese, Korean, 

Continued on Page 16

Message from the Head of the Overseas Department
October 26, Tenrikyo 175
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October Grand Service Prayer
Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, who resides in this shrine, I (Michihito 

Hamada, Bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii) pray with reverence.
The reason Tsukihi began human beings
Was the desire to see you live a joyous life. Ofudesaki XIV:25
As you have taught us in this verse, You created humankind with the desire that they could 

live joyously while helping one another, and waited in anticipation for the years promised to 
lapse, and with the arrival of the promise time, 175 years ago on October 26, 1838, revealed 
in this world through Oyasama as the living shrine and taught the ultimate teaching to the 
human world.  Through Oyasama, we came to know for the first time about the original Parent 
and the truth of human creation, which has enabled us to progress on a steady path toward 
the Joyous Life.  Since then, we have endeavored to follow Oyasama’s fifty-year example of 
the Divine Model by applying our concise effort toward the construction of the Joyous Life 
World.  There is nothing more that brings us gratitude and joy than this.  To express our 
gratitude for this deep obligation, we are applying our effort accordingly as we follow this path.  

Today on the affinitive day of the beginning of the teachings, we are grateful to conduct 
the October Grand Service at this mission headquarters.  The service performers will unite 
their hearts and perform the seated service and Teodori joyously in high spirits.  We brothers 
and sisters of this path have looked forward to this day and today, we are gathered here in 
prayer before You to sing the Mikagura-uta.  As You watch over us, we hope that You will 
be spirited as well. At the Autumn Grand Service in Jiba, we will be receiving the Instruction 
from the Shinbashira as a guideline leading up to the 130th anniversary of Oyasama.  Let 
us acknowledge this Instruction as the words of God the Parent and vow to comply with the 
heart and mind of our Parent, further advancing on the path toward spiritual maturity.  We 
Yobuku, are the tools of Oyasama and strive to follow the path of the Divine Model.  In this 
unchanging society where people are facing many difficulties and anxieties, we will make an 
effort to convey our true Parent’s intention as we walk on this path of single-hearted salvation 
daily in high spirits striving for the ultimate goal of the Joyous Life all over the world.

Please continue to guide us with your warm parental heart, and may You, God the Parent, 
accept our sincerity as we ask that You guide us towards reconstructing the world where we 
can spend our days living in harmony by helping one another in a world pervading with joy.  
Together with everyone present, I pray for these blessings.
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We have just completed the Autumn 
Grand Service with a unity of mind, 
joyously and in high spirits. I am sure God 
the Parent and Oyasama are happy as well. 
Thank you very much. I would like to share 
a few thoughts from now and would like to 
ask for your kind attention. Lisa Okamura 
will be interpreting for today. Thank you 
very much. 

Excuse me for starting off with a personal 
account. However, I would like to share 
that I now have two grandchildren and the 
third one is on the way next spring. They 
are the children of my two daughters who 
have gotten married, and they are certainly 
adorable. When I return to Jiba, they come 

to see me most of the time. But I feel that I 
would rather see my grandchildren than my 
own children. We are not able to see them 
very often because we live far away and that 
is why we are doubly overjoyed when we 
do see them. My first granddaughter, who 
is 2 years old, is mischievous just like her 
mother. When she does something naughty, 
she gets scolded by her mother but she 
doesn’t listen and continues to do naughty 
things over and over again. Even if she 
knows she will get scolded again, she will 
keep being naughty without learning her 
lesson. However, no matter how naughty 
she is, everything she does is cute to me. 

This child loves the Japanese cartoon 
“Anpanman,” and this is the only time she 
is quiet. In addition, she likes the Boys and 
Girls Association song and when the music 
starts, she starts tapping her foot to the beat, 
waves her arms around and starts dancing. 
The mission station, that my daughter’s 
family belongs to, started a fife and drum 
corps. They are still a very small group so 
my 2-year-old granddaughter is also being 
taught the pom pom dance. Her movements 
become more prominent when my daughter 
sings and while the rest of us clap our hands 

Mission HQ October Grand Service Sermon

Rev. Michihito Hamada
Bishop of Mission Headquarters of Hawaii

“Let Us Yoboku All Strive to 
          Carry Out Salvation Work”
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to the rhythm. Furthermore, she knows the 
dance so well and she even strikes poses 
at just the right times that we applaud and 
cheer when she’s finished. As for the Seated 
Service, when my daughter sings “Ashiki 
o harote…” [“All ills sweep away…”] my 
granddaughter sits down and does the hand 
movements. She gets up and quits because 
of the monotony of the Service. However, 
she is even able to do somewhat of the 
hand movements for “Chotto hanashi…” 
[“Just a word…”] and “Ichiretsu sumashite 
kanrodai” [“Humankind all purified then 
kanrodai”] that we are beside ourselves 
with joy. We can’t get enough and want to 
watch her again and again.

There was a period when we were very 
worried about my daughter, now a mother, 
who, at one time during high school, 
refused to attend school. Her rebellion 
toward us was strong that we could not 
talk it out with her for a very long time. 
When the house would be empty for a few 
days when we would return to Jiba, this 
daughter, who married a seinen/missionary, 
who also came to Hawaii, would say that 
she would exchange the daily monetary 
offerings, do the morning service and then 
would go out on her way. We couldn’t help 
but be surprised and impressed that she 
would go that far (to help out). I don’t know 
how my grandchildren will grow up in the 
future, but I hope that they will follow their 
parents’ footsteps and grow up to become 
honest and open children.

I began by talking about my grandchildren; 

however, in the Ofudesaki (The Tip of the 
Writing Brush), it says

With you humans, also, your children are 
dear to you. Think of this and ponder, 
please.          XIV:34

It is said that it is the same, like we, 
human beings, love our children and 
grandchildren, God the Parent, the parent 
of all humankind, also loves all human 
beings. While watching us, so dear to God 
the Parent, suffer and worry,

Day after day, the concern of the Parent 
is only about the means to save you.
          XIV:35

God the Parent is thinking about how to 
save us and about how can we live joyously 
and spiritedly.

On the 26th of this month, is the day that 
God the Parent first appeared in the human 
world, and declared “I have descended 
here to save all humankind,” then began 
the path of single-hearted salvation. And 
yet, there are many who still suffer and are 
distressed even now. On one hand, there are 
peaceful places with no worries but, on the 
other hand, there are places where fighting 
and war is becoming ever more severe on 
a daily basis. In addition, there are places 
where they are feuding even while being in 
the same religion. 

All children in the world are equally dear 
to Me. Though there is no discrimination 
whatsoever,           XV:69
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Listen! There will be no help if your mind 
is in error. That is why I am giving you 
My care step by step.         XV:70

So saying, even though all human beings 
are all beloved, God the Parent cares and 
provides guidance because God the Parent 
would like us to correct ourselves if our 
thinking is in error. How are our minds 
thinking in error?

Unaware of this, in the human mind, 
everyone has only self-centered thoughts.
          VIII:13

It is said that our mind, absorbed in our 
selfish thoughts, is not in line with the truth 
of heaven (God). Therefore,

To My sorrow, no matter how deeply you 
have pondered, you have no mind to save 
others.           XII:90

Humans are only praying for their own 
salvation and don’t have the right mind set 
to help those who are suffering and under 
distress. It is sad and disappointing that this 
is the case, even though we are brothers 
and sisters.

Ponder from your innermost heart to 
understand. Through saving others, you 
will be saved.           III:47

What we must fully understand is, by 
having our minds single-hearted with God, 
we must be able to have the mind set to 

help others. Then, by helping others, we 
are, in fact, saving ourselves. This is the 
truth of heaven and God the Parent’s will. 
Moreover,

Just a word: the hastening in the mind 
of God is solely to prepare to assemble 
useful timber.           III:128

Day by day, I shall tend those trees which 
are to become My useful timber. Never 
take it to be illness.         III:131

God the Parent desires useful timber to 
convey God the Parent’s intentions and 
draws them near by giving guidance. As 
an example, I would like to talk about 
Rev. Chusaku Tsuji. From the beginning 
of this path, Rev. Chusaku Tsuji was a 
predecessor, who fulfilled a prominent role 
while being trained directly by Oyasama. 
It is written in the Ofudesaki, the manner 
in which this reverend was gradually being 
trained.

Just a word: you are saying that it is a 
fit or madness. It is not an illness but the 
urging of God.                        II:11

Step by step, I have taught the truth of 
single-heartedness with God, but you 
still do not understand.            II:12

I shall begin to speak at five on the 
twenty-second of the second month and 
teach you the causality of everything.
          III:147
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After listening to the sermons of those 
on the high mountains, listen to the 
teachings of God in Truth and ponder. 
          III:148

Day after day, listen to the teachings of 
God step by step and enjoy them. It is the 
Divine Record.         III:149

There is only one verse in the Ofudesaki, 
where an individual’s name appears. 
Therefore, as a whole, it will be interpreted 
by historical fact. 

Rev. Chusaku Tsuji was from Toyoda 
Village, north of the Residence, and entered 
the faith in 1863, motivated by his younger 
sister, Kura’s, mental illness. As he began 
his faith while receiving counsel from 
Oyasama, Kura’s illness improved, as if 
peeling away a thin piece of paper. She 
eventually made a full recovery and got 
married. However, Rev. Chusaku faced 
opposition within his household and his 
faith began to wane. He stopped visiting 
Oyasama altogether. During this time, 
Kura’s illness relapsed and was forced to 
return to her parents’ home. Rev. Chusaku 
was troubled by rumors about his sister 
going crazy or had convulsions.

Then, after Rev. Chusaku inquired 
Oyasama, she explained that it is definitely 
not illness. It is God the Parent hastening 
to draw Chusaku near. She added, even 
after variously explaining to and teaching 
him about the path of the truth of single-
heartedness with God, he still didn’t seem 

to understand. Therefore, he was called 
upon through the sign of illness. After 
receiving counsel from Oyasama, Rev. 
Chusaku revived his devotion to faith, 
Kura’s illness improved and she was able 
to reconcile her marriage. 

However, his faith ceased again. A few 
years later, Oyasama, out of Her desire 
for Chusaku to spiritually mature even 
more, She called upon him through a 
divine guidance of a severe toothache. She 
proceeded to explain and teach the truth of 
“universal causality.” In other words, She 
instructed him on everything from the story 
of the “Truth of Origin” of the creation 
of human beings, to even the story of the 
causality of Rev. Chusaku Tsuji himself.

Oyasama advised, understand which one 
is the truth, comparing this story of God the 
Parent’s teaching the causality of all things 
with the lectures of Shinto priests from 
shrines and Buddhist monks from Buddhist 
temples, whom we call “those on the high 
mountains”. You should be convinced that 
it is God the Parent’s teachings that are the 
truth. Faith is to listen and understand the 
truth of God the Parent’s teachings with joy 
on a daily basis. This is the foundation that 
will be the salvation across all generations. 
From then on, Rev. Chusaku became a 
leading figure of the path. (“Koki” is the 
story of the basis of salvation, which will be 
unchangingly told and retold for all time.)

This verse from the Ofudesaki, “I shall 
begin to speak at five on the twenty-
second of the second month” is difficult to 



ORIGINS, November 2012 9

understand if you look at only this verse. 
However, you may be able to understand 
by the historical facts of that time and by 
the verses that come before and after. It is 
written that the time when Rev. Chusaku 
Tsuji’s tooth became so painful and he 
couldn’t help but go to Oyasama’s side and 
ask for her guidance, was in Meiji 7, on 
February 22nd at 5 in the evening (February 
22, 1874 at 8:00 p.m.). 

Even Rev. Chusaku Tsuji, who became 
Oyasama’s right-hand man, went through 
many instances when he strayed from the 
path. It is only natural that we may have 
even more doubts than he did. However, 
even if we have doubts, I believe that 
our minds must, at one point, become in 
alignment with God the Parent’s intention. 
There may be many reasons for doubt to 
come about. However, it may be because 
one may not have enough conviction in 
God the Parent’s teachings or be misled by 
people’s words or actions. 

In the Mikagura-uta, Songs for the 
Service, it says, “Villagers I wish to save 
at once, But they do not understand My 
heart.” (Song 4, Verse 6) Because Rev. 
Chusaku’s house was in the village just 
north of the Jiba; therefore, he may have 
been able to see Oyasama from time to 
time. 

The following words are from when 
Oyasama strictly questioned the people, 
“Do you fear God or do you fear the 
law?” Starting from people interpreting 
things in the wrong way, their complaints, 

dissatisfaction and discontentment may 
accumulate and it may show up by them 
leaving the path. 

“Discontent is the truth of cutting; joy 
is the truth of connection.”(unofficial 
translation)

We should not be able to see anyone 
leave (the path) if they are filled with words 
such as, I’m happy, how wonderful, I’m so 
grateful. 

People will not come to a place where 
there is complaining, dissatisfaction or 
discontentment. They don’t want to come 
because it’s not fun. People want to go 
where it’s fun. Those families who are 
living the Joyous Life will thrive for all 
eternity. Joyous Life churches will grow 
evermore prosperously. If one is aligned 
with the Truth of Heaven, then one will 
naturally go in that direction.

At this coming Autumn Grand Service 
in Jiba, the Shinbashira will promulgate 
Instruction 3 and will propose activities 
for the 130th Anniversary of Oyasama, as 
well as the Three Years, One Thousand 
Days activities. 

It seems that the activities will center 
around the theme, “Salvation” for the 
coming 130th Anniversary of Oyasama. 
I think that from now on, yoboku (useful 
timber) will constantly be of the mind to 
help others and a maelstrom of salvation 
will arise in all of Tenrikyo.  However, 
there may be people thinking that salvation 
work is done by church reverends or leaders 
of the path and has nothing to do with them. 
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They may also think that it will be enough 
if one goes to church and does hinokishin 
(selfless action done with gratitude).

Yet, Oyasama taught that whoever is 
drawn to the path will engage in salvation 
work. We are taught that salvation work can 
be done by anyone. It is impossible to do 
salvation work on your own. Nevertheless, 
salvation work can be done if we rely on the 
workings and guidance of God the Parent 
and Oyasama. You may be thinking what 
shall I do? We should pray to God the 
Parent and Oyasama as it is written, “So 
lean closely on the mind of God!” (Song 
9, Verse 2)

As methods of prayer, Oyasama taught 
us the “Service” and the “Sazuke.” She 
taught us the utmost important of the 
Service by enduring hardships for 50 years 
and, after Oyasama hid her physical self, 
She bestowed the Sazuke to many people 
through the Honseki. God the Parent counts 
on and has a lot of hope for people that 
have received their Sazuke. Therefore, if 
one prays to God the Parent, anyone will 
be able to do salvation work.

There may be those of you here that have 
never done salvation work. 

However, everyone will engage in 
salvation work for this coming anniversary. 
It may be difficult for those who have never 
engaged in salvation work. But first, one 
must resolve their mind to do salvation 
work. It is said that “to resolve the mind is 
number one;” therefore, it is essential that 
one resolves the mind before embarking 

on something. Then, pray, please use me 
to do salvation work, when facing God the 
Parent and Oyasama. If one continues that 
prayer, an opportunity will arise. People 
who are suffering from illness or troubles 
may appear right in front of our eyes. Thus, 
please don’t miss that chance. 

With that being said, mistakes are meant 
to happen. It’s okay if you make a mistake; 
there will be many other chances. If there’s 
a person suffering from illness, let us 
administer the Sazuke. If you’ve forgotten 
how to administer the Sazuke, please ask 
someone with whom you feel comfortable 
or please come see me. Please don’t be 
embarrassed to ask someone because of 
your age. It is much more embarrassing to 
not know how. If someone is going through 
some hardships because of a certain 
situation, let us approach and listen to them. 
If you pray for that person to be saved every 
day, they may be able to realize something.

It is important to convey to that person, 
without hesitation, that to be able to realize 
something after praying very hard is God 
the Parent’s blessings. Then, let us ask them 
if they would like to pray for someone else. 
If they pray for another person, they will 
be able to spiritually mature significantly. 
If one begins to pray for another person’s 
salvation, their own mind begins to change.

Ponder from your innermost heart to 
understand. Through saving others, you 
will be saved.          III:47
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This is “salvation.” On the other hand, 
there may be times where our feelings 
may not easily be accepted or understood. 
In these circumstances, there may be an 
issue with how something is conveyed. 
In addition, it is important to reflect upon 
whether you are accepting people’s words 
and advice or not. My daughter, as I shared 
in the beginning of this sermon, rebelled 
against us and would not listen to a word 
we said. In contrast, whether my daughter 
would listen or not, there was the worry 
that she could run away from home at any 
time, so I would talk to her about something 
that I thought was important even though 
it was one-sided. And sure enough, there 
were often times when she would say she 
didn’t want to listen and would storm out 
of the room. In other words, my daughter’s 
rebellion was our training. Even though we 
thought we knew or understood, we didn’t 
put it into practice. It was training for us 
as parents, by using pretentious words 
and being unable to following through. 
After realizing that, I faced my daughter 
and apologized saying that it was solely 
my fault for making her go through such a 
difficult time, and thanked her for showing 
me where I was incompetent. It was from 
around that time that my daughter’s attitude 
began to change.

Currently, my daughter is raising two 
children while her husband works part-
time at night to support them. During 
the day, they are diligently spreading the 
fragrance and doing salvation work. My 

third daughter got married this year and 
her husband just received sanction to be 
the reverend of a non-functioning church. 
My eldest son and my second daughter are 
both working for Church Headquarters. 
There is nothing more satisfying or thankful 
than this. I am so happy. I feel that I’m not 
able to contribute a whole lot (in terms of 
church work), but I continued to pray that 
my children would work for the path.

My four children are all working for the 
path in their own ways. These children 
are doing their best to convey to their own 
children the path of faith. My grandchild 
obediently listens to her parents by doing 
the Service and brings us joy by doing the 
pom pom dance for us. I am so grateful 
and happy. If our granddaughter brings us 
this much joy, imagine how happy God 
the Parent and Oyasama would be if we 
performed the Service as directly taught 
to us or if we engaged in salvation work.

If a path is cut then it is no longer a path. 
It continues; therefore, it is a path. It is a 
blessed path that continues on to eternity. 
It is the true path where the people of the 
world may be able to sincerely feel how 
happy I am, how grateful I am. Let us 
Yoboku put our minds together, and with 
smiles, cheerfully and in high spirits walk 
the path of single-hearted salvation so that 
as many people as possible may walk on 
the same blessed path. Finally, let us pray 
that a truly peaceful world will emerge. 

Thank you very much for your kind 
attention.
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ISLAND LIFE

In 2006, the late Rev. Jiro Morishita started the “Joy Workshop” program at the Mission 
Headquarters in America for newcomers to the Tenrikyo faith. It was a 90 minute pilot 
program that gradually evolved into a well developed introduction to Tenrikyo and it 
also became the training ground for facilitators and lecturers who conduct other programs 
such as Sunday School, Oyasato Seminar, Three Day Workshop, One Month and Three 
Month Spiritual Development Courses. 

The United States has two mission headquarters, one in Los Angeles and the other in 
Hawaii. We have been striving for many years to get the two to work together, especially 
in the areas of nurturing. The Nurturing Committee of the Mission HQ in America 
have very generously agreed to export the program to Hawaii and two talented young 
men were invited to help train our staff. We would like to thank Koji Uesugi and Zen 
Yukimoto who took time out of their precious schedule to fly to Hawaii to conduct a 
special instructor training seminar of the Joy Workshop program.  17 instructors attended 
the two-day seminar on September 29 & 30th, which included an explanation of the 
program and several mock sessions conducted first by the guest instructors and then by 
the attendees themselves. Composing of the seminar attendees and some members of the 

  Joy Workshop Training Seminar 

Participant's Reflection by Owen Nakao
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God the Parent created human beings to see their joyous life and to share in that joy.  
All humankind desire to be happy, yet many people are tormented by illness or troubles 
in their daily lives and need guidance on how to achieve a state of joyousness.  The 
Joy Workshop can serve as the catalyst or key to begin living a life of joy.  The Joy 
Workshop allows newcomers to the Tenrikyo faith or anyone striving to live a life of 
joy an opportunity to listen to the basic elements of the teachings of God the Parent; 
visualize what it means to be joyous; gain strategies on living a life of joy; and apply 
these strategies through activities and discussions contained throughout the interactive 
and engaging 90-minute workshop.

The Joy Workshop was established six years ago at the Tenrikyo Mission Headquarters 
in America, located in Los Angeles. Since its inception, the workshop has received positive 
reviews from more than 400 participants, including many Tenrikyo Hawaii Convention 
participants in 2011. Many session participants left with a strong desire to want to learn 
more and were motivated to take steps towards living a life of joy.  

In an effort to provide this valuable workshop to the people of Hawaii, a training 
session was held for Joy Workshop lecturers and facilitators at the Mission Headquarters 
of Hawaii on September 29 and 30.  Mr. Koji Uesugi and Mr. Zen Yukimoto, two of 
the original creators of the workshop, from Los Angeles served as instructors for the 17 
training participants.  During the two-day workshop, training participants gained first-hand 
experience as both Joy workshop participants and facilitators, under the watchful eye of 
the experienced instructors.  Participants in the training session left with the knowledge 
and confidence to serve as either lecturer or facilitator of the Joy Workshop.  Additional 
training sessions are scheduled during the next few months to prepare Joy Workshop 
lecturers and facilitators as well as spread the word about the start of the Joy Workshop 
sessions in Hawaii.  The official Joy Workshop sessions are scheduled to begin in early 
2013 in Honolulu and on the neighbor islands. The hope is for many people to attend the 
Joy Workshop to become enlightened and motivated to live a life of joy.

Missionary-Nurturing Committee, the Joy Workshop Project Team Hawaii was formed 
to implement the program in Hawaii.

The Joy Workshop is a two part program designed to introduce Tenrikyo to people 
new to the faith.  The first part is a 40 minute lecture on the basic teachings, followed 
by a 50 minute interactive session conducted by a separate facilitator.  The project team 
is looking forward to introducing the program to members and friends in the coming 
months.  A special introductory session will be conducted for English-speaking head 
ministers on November 18 after the monthly service luncheon.

Participant's Reflection by Tad Iwata
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New Baby Boy and Girl on Board!
Jett Misao Tabata
Born: September 18, 2012 
7lbs 2oz, 19 inch
Parents: Jeff & Shanon (Nakao) Tabata   
(Net Hawaii Mission Station)
Congratulations!

On Tueday, October 23rd, Jenson So 
(Honjima Grand Chruch/ Taitan Chruch) 
and Sayaka Yamamoto (Sumoto Grand 
Chruch/ San Mateo Church) were married 
at the Foundress Sanctuary of the Church 
Headquarters.

Congratulations and Best Wishes to the 
new Mr. & Mrs. So!

Newlyweds!

Emi Kanae Takeguchi
Born: September 5, 2012 
8lbs 4oz, 21 inch
Parents: Wade & Stacie Takeguchi 
(Net Hawaii Mission Station)
Congratulations!
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TRICK OR TREATING FOR UNICEF IN WAIKIKI!
The Tenrikyo group consisting of six children and fourteen adults dressed in Halloween 

costumes did trick or treating for UNICEF in the heart of Waikiki on Halloween night. 
This year the group performed the Cha Cha Slide dance to entertain the passersby who 
stopped to take pictures. Some even joined in the dancing and placed donations into the 
UNICEF collection boxes. 

As churches and other individuals have yet to submit their collections, we will announce 
the total in next month’s issue.  Collection boxes should be turned in to MHQ office by 
November 18th, MHQ monthly service day.  Thank you very much!

Working in over 150 countries, UNICEF provides children with health care, clean 
water, nutrition, education, protection, emergency relief, and more. Thank you all for 
your contributions!
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Continued from Page 3

Portuguese, Spanish, French, Thai, and Nepal languages, respectively. Let us deeply 
ponder about the Shinbashira’s intentions of the Instruction and become more and 
more spirited in mind and working towards the 130th Anniversary of Oyasama. 

In closing announcement, Honbu-in Hiroaki Yamazawa was reinstated as 
Director-in-Chief of Religious Affairs, and Honbu-in Yoshitaro Ueda was reinstated 
as Director-in-Chief of Administrative Affairs in today’s Divine Sanctions. 

Yoichiro Miyamori
Head of Tenrikyo Overseas Department

Message from the Head of the Overseas Department

NOVEMBER MONTHLY SERVICE
Sunday, November 18, 2012

9:00 a.m.
Sermon by Rev. Setsuo Kakitani

Japanese Translation by Tsunenori Ichise

Mission HQ Announcements
Activity Announcement

On Monday, November 19th, Monthly Nioigake will be held. The Nioigake place is 
not decided, but it will be announced on the bulletin board in the worship hall. Please 
assemble at Mission HQ before 9:00 a.m. or come to the Nioigake place directly. Please 
contact Mission HQ for more information. 
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BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

Tid Bits
Associations’ Reports

WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

YOUNG MEN’S
ASSOCIATION

Time flies so quickly and there are only 
two months left in the year. Let us take 
this month to prepare our hearts and minds 
for the “three years, one thousand days” 
leading towards the 130th Anniversary of 
Oyasama which will begin from next year.

Nuuanu Hale Visitation
November 10th (Sat) 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Women's Musical Instruments Practice
November 13th (Tue) 9:00 a.m.

Monthly Meeting
November 12th (Mon) 9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Study Anecdotes of Oyasama
             10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.
Lecture by Bishop Hamada
         11:00 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.

*The November Monthly Service luncheon 
hinokishin is assigned to Godo-B group 
Mahalo!

Monthly Meeting 
November 18th (Sun) 1:00 p.m.
Mission HQ Rainbow Hale 

Trick or Treat for UNICEF!
Thank you for donating and collecting for 
UNICEF. 21,000 children die every day 
from preventable causes.  Your efforts will 
help UNICEF bring that number to zero. 
Working in over 150 countries, UNICEF 
provides children with health care, clean 
water, nutrition, education, protection, 
emergency relief, and more. Please turn 
in collection boxes by MHQ’s monthly 
service on November 18, 2012.

Leaders Fun Camp Cancelled
Sorry, but this year’s fun camp will be 
canceled.

Leaders Camp and New Year’s Park 
Cleanup and BBQ Picnic
The annual BGA Leaders Camp will be 
held on January 26 and 27, 2013 and the 
New Year’s Park Cleanup and BBQ Picnic 
will be held on January 27, 2013 10am at 
Moiliili Old Stadium Park. 

17

HUGS Christmas Party Setup Hinokishin
December 15th (Sat) 
*More information will be announced in 
the next issue. 
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I am just realizing how quickly the year has passed me by! 
I can hardly believe the Holidays are almost here! You know 
they say, it is a fact that a fly that moves quickly sees things 
in slow motion, and when movement is slower, the things 
surrounding appear to move more quickly. So I suppose that 
means... I move slow. So I decided to take a break on the 
slow-cooker recipes this month and introduce something 
perfect for Thanksgiving and the Holidays. It's a quick and 
easy sweet potato recipe you'll love. I'm sure you'll enjoy this!

Ingredients
2 Cans (15-3/4 ounces each) sweet potatoes, drained and mashed
1/2 Cup Sugar  1 Egg 1/4 Cup Butter, melted 
1/2 tsp Ground Cinnamon Dash of Salt

Directions
In a large bowl, combine the first six 
ingredients. Transfer to a greased 8-in. 
square baking dish. Combine the topping 
ingredients; sprinkle over sweet potato 
mixture. Bake, uncovered, at 350° for 
20-25 minutes or until a thermometer 
reads 160°. 

Prep: 15 min. Bake: 20 min. 
Yield: 6-8 servings.

   The Hungry Reporter

Buttery Sweet Potato Casserole
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Topping
1 Cup coarsely crushed butter-flavored crackers (Ritz works too) (about 25 crackers)
1/2 Cup Brown Sugar, packed
1/4 Cup Butter, melted
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Abbreviation key:  
BGA = Boys & Girls Association WA = Women’s Association TCC = Tenri Cultural Center
YMA = Young Men’s Association YWC = Young Women’s Club BOD = Board of Directors

November Calendar 2012

3rd Sat Adopt A Hwy Cleanup Hinokishin Meet @ Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.

5th Mon TCC Monthly Service TCC  10:00 a.m.

6th Tue Monthly Community Hinokishin Meet @ Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
  Bishop and Mrs. Hamada Arrive
10th Sat WA Nuuanu Hale Visitation Meet @ Mission HQ  9:30 a.m.
12th Mon WA Monthly Meeting Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.

  TCC & Library Joint Meeting TCC  7:30 p.m.

13th Tue WA Women's Musical Instrument Practice  Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.
  BOD Preparatory Meeting Mission HQ  7:00 p.m.

  Missionary & Nurturing Comm. Meeting   Mission HQ  7:30 p.m.

14th Wed Three Associations Meeting Mission HQ  7:30 p.m.

  Makoto & Origins Meeting Mission HQ  7:00 p.m.

15th Thu BGA Meeting Mission HQ  7:30 p.m.

17th Sat BOD Meeting Mission HQ  2:00 p.m.

18th Sun November Monthly Service Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.

  Sunday School Mission HQ            After  Yorozuyo

  YMA Meeting Rainbow Hale  1:00 p.m.

  Aloha Band Practice Social Hall at MHQ  1:00 p.m.

19th Mon Monthly Nioigake Day Meet @ Mission HQ       9:00 a.m. 

  Ritual Committee Meeting Mission HQ  7:30 p.m.

26th Mon Yohaishiki (Service from afar) Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.

  Hand Dance & Musical Instruments Practice                 After  Yorozuyo
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                                     -One World, One Family-

Now is the Time for Mutual Help...
...Hinokishin with a Smile!

60th Anniversary
of

Tenrikyo Mission Headquarters of Hawaii

Saturday, May 17, 2014


