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There is nothing in this world that should be called illness. 

Whenever there is a disorder of the body, ponder deeply. 

Ofudesaki II: 23 
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Message from the head of the  

Overseas Department 
 
In the 173rd Year of the Teaching, May 26 

 

 I would like to commend each of you for your daily dedication in each of your con-

current positions. 

Here in Oyasato, we have welcomed the season of fresh green leaves growing full, 

and today, many devoted followers from their respective countries and regions have 

returned to Jiba despite the cloudy, chilly day, as the May Monthly Service was per-

formed spiritedly with minds in unity with the Shinbashira as the core. 

In the service prayer, the Shinbashira stated that as we ponder deeply about the var-

ious incidences which we are currently shown throughout our society. All head minis-

ters and Yoboku must be strict in reflecting upon ourselves and correct the direction 

of our minds, so as not to disappoint our Parent. Let us exert our efforts towards the 

construction of our minds, and be single-hearted with God in every situation. Let us 

sweep the dusts of our mind and rid ourselves of the doubt of human thinking so that 

each and every person may diligently engage in nioigake and salvation work. Let us 

resolve to devote our sincerity towards the construction of the world, in a unity of 

mind.  

Furthermore, he prayed that all people wake up to the teachings of the Parent, and 

replace oneôs mind as a means of repayment, and he prayed for guidance that all hu-

man beings may attain a state of harmonious joy. 

Following the Service, the sermon was given by Honbu-in Rev. Seishi Kajimoto. 

Rev. Kajimoto spoke referring to the establishment of the Tenrikyo Church Headquar-

ters and the meaning and process of establishing churches throughout the world. 

He also said that the church is a place to realize the will of God the Parent, and the 

important attitude of the minister of the church is to be single-hearted with God. In 

addition, quoting from the Ofudesaki and the Osashizu, he spoke about the fact that 

the truth of the establishment of the church is for all eternity.  

In closing, Tenrikyo UK (United Kingdom) Center in London will be holding the 

commemorative monthly service on June 6, for its 10th anniversary. 

Today, there was a church headquarters personnel change. The former secretary of 

Continued on Page 9 
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May Monthly Service Prayer 

Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, residing in this shrine, I, 

(Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii); pray with 

reverence. 

God the Parent, out of Your deep parental love for all Your children, you 

have guided us in accord with the seasonable time and there is not a moment 

You cease to protect us.  For this we are deeply grateful, and we are striving to 

meet Your desire by daily engaging our efforts to spiritedly follow the path 

which will allow us to make repayment for the blessings we receive.  Today is 

the day we are granted to conduct the May monthly service at this mission 

headquarters.  The service performers will unite their hearts to perform the 

seated service and Teodori joyously in high spirits.  We brothers and sisters of 

this Path have looked forward to this day and today, we are gathered here in 

prayer before You to sing the Mikagura-uta.  As You watch us, we hope that 

You can be spirited as well. 

The All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day was held throughout the world, and on 

Oahu, was conducted on the 1st with one hundred seventy participating..  

Kauai, Hawaii and Maui have conducted, or will be conducting their Hinoki-

shin Day activity.  From the 29th through the 31st, the Boys & Girls Associa-

tion will be holding the annual Spring Camp, and the General Meeting will be 

held on the 30th.  Yesterday, on the 15th, the Hawaii Womenôs Association, 

Young Menôs Association and Young Womenôs Club held the Joint General 

Meeting with many members attending.  We were also grateful to have Mr. Ma-

sanao Nakayama, guest representative from the headquarters of the Young 

Menôs Association attend this event.  As each member deepened their resolve as 

foundations of the faith, and their passion as pioneers of the path, they vowed 

to apply their spirited effort directly toward the realization of the joyous life 

world.  As we spiritedly pursue the path of the Divine Model of Oyasama, we 

hope to make the best of each day, and not be swayed by self-centered thinking, 

as we apply our utmost effort toward our duties and administer the Sazuke in 

hopes to meet your desire for world salvation. 

Although we are far from your expectations, may You, God the Parent, ac-

cept our sincerity and as brothers and sisters of the world striving to attain 

harmony by helping one another, we ask that You guide us toward reconstruct-

ing the world into a world of unlimited joy.  Together with everyone present, I 

pray for these blessings. 
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Mission HQ May Monthly Service Sermon 

Rev. Masatoshi Shamoto 
Head Minister of Malie Mission Station 

ñTenri-O-no-Mikotoò 

 Good afternoon everyone. Congratula-

tions on the successful completion of our 

May Monthly Service. 

It is now fifty-one years and three 

months since I came to Hawaii from Japan. 

At that time, I was a handsome young man, 

but now I have lost all my good looks, and 

have joined the group of old men of ad-

vanced age. 

I was rather confident that I would not 

be assigned to give the monthly sermon 

anymore, nonetheless, I was given this as-

signment. Moreover, the title of my ser-

mon is from Chapter Four of the Doctrine 

of Tenrikyo, ñTenri-O-no-Mikoto. Given 

this important assignment, I am rather con-

cerned, but I will try my best, so please, 

may I have your attention for a little while. 

Now, in the Doctrine of Tenrikyo, the 

first half, Chapter One to Chapter Five 

covers the teaching of Tenrikyo, and Chap-

ter Six to Chapter Ten covers the spiritual 

application of this teaching. Therefore, the 

first half is more reserved and rigid. This is 

something very difficult for me to do, but 

since this a monthly service sermon, and 

not a class at the Spiritual Development 

Course, I will try to keep it on the lighter 

side. 

If you were asked, ñWhere can you find 

Tenri-O-no-Mikoto?ò How would you an-

swer? In the Ofudesaki: 

 

This universe is the body of God.  

Ponder this in all matters. 

Ofudesaki III: 40,135 

 

Of the 1,711 verses of the Ofudesaki, 

this important verse appears two times. 

Therefore, we are all living in the body of 

Tenri-O-no-Mikoto. So, to the question, 
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ñWhere is Tenri-O-no-Mikoto?ò The an-

swer could be, ñThat is an odd question to 

ask.ò However, that would not be a proper 

answer. 

At the end of Chapter One of the Doc-

trine of Tenrikyo, it is written: ñUpon deep 

consideration, She gave the divine name of 

God the Parent, óTenri-O-no-Mikotoô to the 

eternally unchanging Jiba.ò 

Upon deep consideration, the reason 

why She (Oyasama) gave the divine name 

of God the Parent to the Jiba of origin was 

so that we could do the service repeating 

ñNamu Tenri-O-no-Mikotoò. Through the 

service and our prayers, the world will be 

changed where all humankind will be able 

to receive salvation and live a truly spiritual 

joyous life. 

Each church was established receiving 

the Truth of the Jiba. In the opening pray-

ers, the Bishop or the minister will read, 

ñBefore You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-

Mikoto, who resides in this shrineò. The 

service is performed after receiving the 

Truth of the Jiba; therefore, it should be 

done earnestly and without any mistakes. 

When performing the service, it should 

not be done like a practice, where you tell 

yourself that you will get better as you are 

doing it. You should set aside time to prac-

tice on a regular basis. I am sorry this was 

not what I was assigned to talk about, but it 

was from Chapter Two of the Doctrine of 

Tenrikyo. I will now return to Chapter 

Four: 

Now, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto is the general 

name for God the Parent, and a sacred name 

was given to each aspect of the ten com-

plete providences and its workings.  

 

Kunitokotachi-no-Mikoto: in the hu-

man body, the providence of the eyes 

and fluids; in the world, the provi-

dence of water. 

Omotari-no-Mikoto: in the human 

body, the providence of warmth; in 

the world, the providence of fire. 

Kunisazuchi-no-Mikoto: in the human 

body, the providence of the female 

organ, of skin and joining; in the 

world, the providence of joining in 

general. 

Tsukiyomi-no-Mikoto: in the human 

body, the providence of the male or-

gan, of bones and support; in the 

world, the providence of support in 

general. 

Kumoyomi-no-Mikoto: in the human 

body, the providence of eating, drink-

ing, and elimination; in the world, the 

providence of the rise and fall of 

moisture. 

Kashikone-no-Mikoto: in the human 

body, the providence of breathing and 

speaking; in the world, the provi-

dence of wind. 

May Monthly Service Sermon 
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May Monthly Service Sermon 

 

Taishokuten-no-Mikoto: the providence 

of cutting off the ties of the child to 

its mother at birth, and also in cutting 

off the breath of life when one passes 

away for rebirth; in the world, the 

providence of cutting in general. 

Otonobe-no-Mikoto: the providence of 

pulling out the child from its mother 

during birth; in the world, the provi-

dence of pulling forth in general. 

Izanagi-no-Mikoto: the model of man, 

the seed. 

Izanami-no-Mikoto: the model of 

woman, the seed plot. 

 

At this time, I would like to refer to a 

few passages from Chapter Three of the 

Doctrine of Tenrikyo. 

 

The true and real God of this un-

iverse is Tsukihi. The others are all 

instruments. 

 

Drawing them forth one after 

another, I used them to begin hu-

man beings and gave to each a sa-

cred name. 

Ofudesaki VI: 50-51 

 

Listen! This origin is the venerable 

Kunitokotachi and Omotari.  

Ofudesaki XVI: 12 

 

Only through the exhaustive efforts 

of Tsukihi, made step by step, have 

you become the humans you are. 

Ofudesaki VI: 88 

 

At this time, I would like to refer to the 

Bishopôs message given after last monthôs 

Monthly Service sermon. He said, ñWhen 

the most devout disciples went listen in 

front of Oyasama, Oyasama always talked 

about the origin of human beings. Each 

time She would have tears in Her eyes as 

She spoke.ò 

In this world, there are so many different 

religions, and each one has their own 

unique story of creation. Almost all reli-

gions talk about an almighty, great God 

who created human beings without much 

effort. On the other hand, there are those 

who believe that their God is the only God 

and thus, their religion is far superior to 

other religions. 

Now, I would like to talk about one of 

my personal experiences. One day, I was 

having a beer with a professor. This rather 

well-known college professor also had an 

important position in a religious organiza-

tion. He asked me, ñWhat kind of teaching 

is Tenrikyo?ò Instead of answering him, I 

asked, ñThe God that you believe in is 

called Heavenly Father, right?ò  He said, 

ñYes.ò  

I then asked, ñWhere is the Mother?ò He 

answered, ñMother?ò, and with a blank 

look, he was speechless. I then told him, 
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It is written, ñThe Kanrodai is a stand to 

be set up at the Jiba of Origin to give proof 

that it is the place where humankind was 

conceived. It is shaped so as to represent 

the truth of human creation and growth ï to 

symbolize the origin and perpetual devel-

opment of humankind and the world.  

The Kanrodai is in the shape of a hex-

agon, as is the molecular formation of a 

human cell.  When you observe the Kanro-

dai service from above, the movement of 

the performers is similar to the movement 

of the chromosomes in our body.  This fact 

has become known recently.   

The first publication pertaining to the 

Truth of Origin was written by Ryojiro 

Yamazawa in 1881 titled, ñThe Story of the 

Creation of this World.ò Thirty-two years 

later, the famous Dr. Einstein published the 

Theory of Relativity, and since that time, 

the application of physics has grown rapid-

ly.  Since then, the research of physics 

throughout the world has expanded, and in 

recent years, many principles pertaining to 

the universe have been discovered and 

proven. 

Despite the many theories present then, 

one big mystery still remained. All existing 

things are made up an equal number of pos-

itive and negative molecules, like Yin and 

Yang.  Why they didnôt cancel out and dis-

appear was a question many tried to an-

swer.  It was later discovered by the Nobel 

Prize winner, Dr. Yukawa, that the neutron 

was the elementary particle that had no 

ñOur teaching is about our Heavenly Moth-

er, and we are taught about living the 

Joyous Life.ò He asked, ñJoyous?ò, and I 

answered, ñYes, joyous.ò 

I then asked, ñWhen you leave your 

church after the service, instead of a bright, 

cheerful face, you must leave with a se-

rious, gloomy face?ò He answered, ñYes.ò I 

then said, ñWhen we leave our church it is 

with a cheerful, happy face.ò He said, 

ñCheerful?ò 

I continued, ñIsnôt God our Parent who 

created us human beings?ò He answered, 

ñYes.ò I then said, ñWhich would you pre-

fer of your own children, ones with gloomy 

faces or ones with cheerful faces? Isnôt it 

much more enjoyable to see your children 

living cheerfully and spiritedly?ò  He ans-

wered, ñYes, I agree.ò 

Before it gets too long, I would like to 

return to my original topic. Whenever Oya-

sama talked about the Truth of Origin She 

had tears, so, why did God the Parent exert 

so much effort? When it comes to the Truth 

of Origin I was told, ñThe more we mature 

spiritually as human beings, the better we 

will be able to understand this truth.ò 

In Chapter Two of the Doctrine of Ten-

rikyo, the following Ofudesaki:  

 

As proof of My beginning of human 

beings, I shall put the Kanrodai in-

to place. 

Ofudesaki XVII: 9  

 

May Monthly Service Sermon 
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Ninth, Though people are per-

forming the Service here, No one 

understands My heart. 

 

Now that you are calling the name 

of God, Come forth quickly to the 

original home! 
 

These verses were written about 120 

years ago when the Place for the Service 

was already built and numerous predeces-

sors were coming with the heart of true sin-

cerity.  Yet, it states that there is no one 

who understands Godôs heart.  It says for us 

to come and call out the name of God, and 

quickly come to the original home. 

Whether you are one with a strong faith 

or not, or whether you feel you still do not 

understand the mind of God the Parent does 

not matter.  If you have the desire and are 

truly of a mind to save others, then believe 

that God will spring forth to you when you 

call.  Then, settle the names of the ten prov-

idences in your heart and letôs go out to do 

salvation work with confidence. 

I would like to conclude, by expressing 

my deep appreciation to Rev. (Melvin) Iwa-

ta for translating my sermon. 

electric charge.  Although it was accepted 

that it was made up of only three quarks, it 

has recently been discovered by Dr. Masu-

kawa and Dr. Kobayashi that there are in 

reality six.  They actually had announced 

their discovery in 1972, but werenôt paid 

attention to until just last year after their 

many additional experiments.  This 

achievement won them the Nobel Prize.  

The title of their discovery is ñThere are six 

not three Quarks,ò which is considered to 

be the theory that was not in the Theory of 

Relativity.  If it is true, and it is what is 

keeping the phenomena of the world from 

becoming zero, it makes me wonder if it is 

related to how God the Parent began this 

world with six instruments, calling them 

forth, consuming them to test the flavor of 

their minds before creating human beings.  

I cannot help but wonder if the story of 

Creation told by Oyasama can be unders-

tood even further if looked at it from a 

scientific standpoint.   

I feel that we are nearing a day when 

The Truth of Origin, which can be unders-

tood with greater spiritual maturity, will be 

understood more clearly through the view 

of physics.  You do not have to take this too 

seriously as it is my own personal view.  

Once again, Iôve gone into Chapter Three, 

Truth of Origin. 

Lastly, I would like to talk about the Pa-

rental love of God the Parent.  As stated in 

Song 9, verse 9 and 10. 

 

May Monthly Service Sermon 
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Mission Headquarters of Hawaii, Kikunobu Takemura, is assigned to be in general 

section of the overseas mission department. 

Let us continue our respective duties spiritedly and I ask for your continued coop-

eration.     

 

Yoichiro Miyamori 

Head of Tenrikyo Overseas Department 

 

Hawaii Boyôs & Girlôs 

Association 

Childrenôs Pilgrimage 2010 
Dates: July 24 (Sat) to July 30 (Fri), 2010 

Meet at 38
th
 Moya on July 24, 4:00 p.m. 

Shohi (BGA Hinokishin Corps) participants may qualify for 

airfare assistance. 

Shohi age requirement: (10-15 years old) 

Meals, dorm accommodations paid by Mission HQ of Hawaii 

and Church HQ (must participate in all activities). 

Pink T-shirt Uniform required: $10 per shirt x 

2(recommended) 

Please apply at the Mission HQ office by:  June 26 (Sat) 

Prayer Service and Orientation: June 27 (Sun) 

Call  Rev. Owen Nakao at 734-1449 for more information. 

Message from the Head of the Overseas Dept. 

Continued from Page 2 
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The All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day for Oahu was held on Saturday, May 1, 2010, in bright and 

sunny weather at Honolulu Zoo with about 180 participants ranging in ages from infant to their 

nineties! Volunteers helped rake the leaves and sticky pods which drop annually from the monkey 

pod trees.  Families took advantage of this time to share quality time with their children and at the 

same time impart the value of Hinokishin! This year bento (Japanese boxed lunch) was provided 

for the participants who enjoyed the zoo after the cleanup. 

 

Neighbor Island Report: 

 

May 1: Kauai, 9 participants at Japanese Cemetery 

May 2:  Big Island, Kona, 7 participants at Kona Memorial Park 

May 9: Big Island, Kohala, 4 participants at Old Kona Airport Park 

May 22: Maui, 29 participants at Makawao Veterans Cemetery 

May 29: Big Island, Hilo, 22 participants at Homelani Veterans Cemetery 

All Ages, From Infants to Seniors 
Participated in the 

All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day 
 

 

ISLAND LIFE 
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ISLAND LIFE 

 

Maui members gather for their All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day at 
Makawao Veterrans Cemetery, 5/22/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilo members at Homelani Veterans Cemetery for their All Tenrikyo 
Hinokishin Day, 5/29/10 
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The Tenrikyo Hawaii Womenôs Association, the Hawaii Young Menôs Associa-

tion and the Hawaii Young Womenôs Club held their annual joint general meeting 

on Saturday, May 15, 2010, with 168 people attending.  The YMA representative 

from church headquarters, Rev. Masanao Nakayama gave President Zenji Na-

kayamaôs address, Bishop Michihito Hamada gave his message and Mrs. Masayo 

Hamada read the Womenôs Association President Harue Nakayamaôs address.  

Senior members of the Womenôs Association were recognized for attaining the 

age 80 this year (shown on front page).  Mr. Kyle Kikuchi and Ms. Jennifer Kaki-

tani gave faith experience speeches (published in this issue). 

Outgoing YMA Chairman completed his three-year term and introduced Burt 

Iwata as the new Hawaii chapter chairman. Participants later enjoyed, a chili plate 

luncheon with BBQ beef and chicken and yakisoba (Japanese fried noodles). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WA-YMA-YWC Conduct 
Joint General Meeting 

ISLAND LIFE 

 

Outgoing YMA chairman Dan Suzuki 
 

 

 

New YMA chairman Burt Iwata 
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Faith Experience Speeches Given at the Joint General 

Meeting by Kyle Kikuchi and Jennifer Kakitani  

ISLAND LIFE 

 

Kyle Kikuchi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When my good friend Dan Suzuki, the 

Hawaii YMA Chairman, asked me to 

compose this, I thought it would be a pro-

verbial piece of cake.  But what came out 

of these many rewrites and ñbrainstormsò, 

in my case ñmind drizzlesò or ñscattered 

brain-showersò, was the recognition that 

my path to Tenrikyo, though long, arduous 

and unexpected, exemplifies the truth of 

causality and God the Parentôs divine 

guidance.  I have been an active member in 

the faith for only about two years but as 

many of my close friends and family can 

attest these past two years have been the 

most satisfying and liberating of my life. 

My name is Kyle Kikuchi, I am a fourth 

generation Japanese American born and 

raised in Hawaii.  I am also an Air Nation-

al Guardsmen and Religion Major at the 

University of Hawaii.  While growing up 

in Hawaii my family practiced a pseudo 

blend of Christian and Jodo Shinshu reli-

gious beliefs.    From this liberal mixture I 

gravitated toward Christianity during the 

formative, teen years of my life, culminat-

ing in my Baptism.   As time went on I 

witnessed the hypocrisy of my peers and 

the archaic dogma of the Protestant Church 

which left me disillusioned and in the end 

drove me from the Christian faith. 

It was this first negative experience 

with faith that fueled my impetus to study 

religion at the University of Hawaii.   In 

hindsight it seems that I was searching for 

something.  I wanted to be inspired.  But 

instead, as the depth of my knowledge 

grew so did my hubris.  At the end of my 

studies I foolishly thought I knew every-

thing there was to know about religion, 

while never having experienced spirituality 

for myself.   

Back then, the depth of my spiritual pie-

ty was relegated to irreverent jokes and the 

occasional prayer for the University of 

Hawaii football team to win by 7 points or 

more!  It was a misuse of my mind and a 

greater misuse of my scholarship money.  

Although I thought I was a good person 

who tried to do the right thing, I know now 

I was selfish and ignorant of the Divine 

Guidance of God the Parent. 

Which brings me to circa 2005; it was 


