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I llness and pain throughout the world: you do not know 

that these are the road signs or guidance of God. 

Ofudesaki II: 22 
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Message from the head of the  

Overseas Department  
 
In the 173rd Year of the Teaching, April 26 

 

     Thank you very much for your daily effort at your respective positions.  Today, we 

are blessed to have fine weather with gentle spring sunlight, and the Spring Monthly 

Service was conducted with the Shinbashira as the core. 

     In the service prayer, the Shinbashira resolved that we, all the head ministers and 

yoboku, make efforts spiritedly to practice the salvation of others by learning the path 

of Divine Model of Oyasama, becoming more aware that we are the instruments of 

Oyasama, endeavoring to sprinkle the fragrance of the teachings and save others, and 

uniting our minds as one. The Shinbashira also mentioned about the All Tenrikyo Hi-

nokishin Day which will be held on April 29th. He told us that we should exert our-

selves to do Hinokishin wholeheartedly, expressing the joy of being alive by the Ten 

Providences of God the Parent, at each area within Japan as well as in the various 

countries. And for the universal salvation we pray for each day, he prayed that God 

would lead us, as soon as possible, to the world where we, all the brother and sisters 

help one another, talk peacefully to each other with bright and clear minds, receiving 

the free and unlimited blessings. 

     The sermon after the monthly service was delivered by Honbu-in, Rev. Toshimi 

Imamura. At the beginning, Rev. Imamura quoted the Anecdotes of Oyasama #90, 

ñDeeper in the Second Generation Than in the Firstò, and repeatedly told about ñthe 

everlasting truthò using Osashizu, the Divine Direction, with his own experiences and 

the path of Imamura Family. At the end, he told that he would walk spiritedly the path 

of spiritual maturity, answering the parental love of God the Parent and Oyasama who 

eternally guides us to the path of true salvation. 

     Although many of friends of the path who returned for the Birth Celebration Ser-

vice and the Womenôs Association Convention commemorating the 100th anniversary 

already returned to their own countries, simultaneous translations for todayôs service 

prayer and sermon were done in nine languages, English, Mandarin, Korean, Portu-

guese, French, Spanish Thai, Filipino, and Nepali.  

     In Oyasato, the Spiritual Development Courses are currently in session in English 

Continued on Page 14 
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April Monthly Service Prayer 

Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, residing in this shrine, I, 

(Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii), pray with reve-

rence. 

God the Parent, out of Your deep parental love for all Your children, You re-

vealed Yourself to the world with Oyasama as Your living shrine.  As You taught us the 

truth of all things, You revealed to us the miraculous, free and unlimited workings, as 

You advance to allow us the blessing of world salvation.  For this we are deeply grate-

ful, and these boundless blessings are truly more than we can expect.  As we focus our 

effort in repayment for the blessings we receive, we are striving diligently toward sin-

gle-hearted salvation.  This month, the 18th marks the auspicious day when Oyasama 

was born into this world 212 years ago.  With joy and celebration in our hearts, the 

April monthly service will be performed at this mission headquarters.  The service per-

formers will unite their hearts to perform the seated service and Teodori joyously in 

high spirits.  We brothers and sisters of this Path have looked forward to this day, and 

today, we are gathered here in prayer before You to sing the Mikagura-uta.  As You 

watch us, we hope that You can be spirited as well. 

On the 6th, in celebration of the birthday of the ever-living Oyasama, the 

Womenôs Association united their hearts and conducted the Womenôs Instruments Of-

fertory Performance.  This year, nearly 200 people will be returning to Jiba where the 

commemoration of the 100th anniversary for the Womenôs Association and 92nd an-

nual general meeting will be held.   Furthermore, at the beginning of May, the All Te-

nrikyo Hinokishin Day will be held at various locations in Hawaii.  We would like to 

participate in this event with the intention to express our gratitude for blessing us daily 

with healthy bodies. 

When we consider the spirited attitude demonstrated by Oyasama, despite the 

50 long years of hardship endured, we cannot help but desire to strive head-on in our 

quest toward the Divine Model as instruments of Oyasama, in hope to align our effort 

with the boundless blessings we receive. 

May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity and may all people of the world 

let go of their self-centered thinking that all is well if the present is well for oneself 

alone, and be embraced by the bosom of God the Parent, so that they may be awaken 

to the truth that they are kept alive by the workings of the Ten Divine Providences.  We 

ask that You guide us toward the Joyous Life, where we as brothers and sisters strive 

to attain harmony by helping one another, even a day sooner.  Together with everyone 

present, I pray for these blessings. 
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Mission HQ April  Monthly Service Sermon 

Rev. Melvin Iwata 
Head Minister of Honolulu-ko Church 

ñThe Truth of Origin ò 

Aloha everyone. I am so happy I was 

able to spiritedly and joyously per-

form the April Monthly Service to-

day with all of you here at Mission 

Headquarters. Today, I would like to 

share with all of you a few of my 

thoughts pertaining to Chapter Three 

from the Doctrine of Tenrikyo titled, 

ñThe Truth of Origin.ò 

I truly enjoy watching television 

programs pertaining to nature and 

especially, enjoy watching a docu-

mentary production called the Planet 

Earth. First of all, I am just amazed 

at the tremendous size and beauty of 

our planet with all of its forests, 

mountains, valleys, rivers, deserts, 

lakes and oceans.  Next, I am just 

fascinated by the number and variety 

of animals and creatures inhabiting 

the land and sea of our planet. I am 

captivated by the magnificent and 

splendid vegetation growing on our 

planet. The many different and beau-

tiful plants, flowers, fruits and vege-

tables we can enjoy. Finally, I am 

astonished and really overwhelmed 

at the number of human beings and 

people of so many different races 

and ethnic groups living on this pla-

net. Yes, the planet earth that we all 

call home is truly an amazing, mag-

nificent and wonderful place. 

In the Ofudesaki; Part III, verses 

40 and 135:  

 

This universe is the body of 

God.  Ponder this in all mat-

ters. 
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 Ofudesaki III: 40, 135 

 

Yes, this identical verse appears two 

times in the Ofudesaki and I interpret 

this to mean that God the Parent is 

trying to really make us ponder and 

understand the tremendous impor-

tance of this verse. 

The more I ponder this, the more I 

am convinced that this world we live 

in is truly the body of God the Parent. 

How else can you explain the beauty 

of our planet with all of its marvelous 

scenery? The tremendous number of 

different animal life: living on the 

land and in the sea; the many differ-

ent types of beautiful plants, flowers, 

fruits and vegetables, and the billions 

of different ethnic groups inhabiting 

our planet. 

  Right here in our beautiful State of 

Hawaii, we have a diverse population 

of over a million people. I have often 

wondered, if I were an artist and I 

was told to draw a million different 

faces, I wonder if I would be able to 

do it. I may be able to draw a hun-

dred or may be two hundred different 

faces but I know that there is no way 

I would be able to draw a million 

unique different faces. I doubt if any 

human being could do it. Even the 

most talented artist would not be able 

to do it.  

However, God the Parent has done 

it. Not for a million, but for 6.2 bil-

lion human beings living on this 

earth.  Every one of us has their own 

unique face and therefore, by seeing 

my face, I would never be mistaken 

for another person. Like my mind 

this face belongs to only me.  

In the Ofudesaki, Part XIV, verse 

25: 

 

The reason Tsukihi began 

human beings was the desire 

to see you lead a joyous life. 

Ofudesaki XIV: 25 

 

God the Parent is the creator of this 

universe and the Parent of all human 

beings. In order for us to enjoy the 

joyous life, God created this wonder-

ful planet earth, not only to sustain 

human life, but God made it so we 

can truly enjoy living joyously each 

day. 

God the Parent realized that in or-

der for human beings to achieve liv-

ing the joyous life the Truth of Origin 

must be taught and understood. At 

April  Monthly Service Sermon 
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April Monthly Service Sermon 

 

the same time, we would have the 

opportunity to understand the truth of 

the service which will lead us to rea-

lizing the joyous life. 

In the Ofudesaki, Part XII, verses 

136-141: 

 

In any matter, listen closely to 

the words of God. In whatever 

I say, there is never a mistake. 

 

I truly desire to teach you 

marvelous salvation. That is 

why I tell you everything 

whatever. 

 

I desire to teach you every-

thing that has been unknown 

since I began this world. 

 

You must clearly understand 

the truth concerning the real 

origin of this world.  

 

There is perhaps no one any-

where who knows this origin 

clearly. 

 

At this time, I shall tell you the 

real truth.  Whatever I say, 

you must understand clearly. 

Ofudesaki XII: 136-141 

 

Further in the Ofudesaki, Part VI, 

verses 85-88: 

 

In order to begin a world 

which did not exist, I, Tsukihi, 

devoted Myself at every step. 

 

There is no one who knows of 

this path. What do you think 

of this regret of Tsukihi? 

 

So much thought has gone in-

to beginning this world, how 

deep is the regret in the mind 

of Tsukihi!  

 

Only through the exhaustive 

efforts of Tsukihi, made step 

by step, have you become the 

humans you are. 

Ofudesaki VI:85-88 

 

Still further, in the Ofudesaki, Part 

VI, verses 80-84: 

 

This world was a muddy 

ocean. Therein was Tsukihi 

alone. 
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first couple. 

 

In the beginnings of origin, 

this world was a muddy ocean. 

Therein were only loaches. 

 

Among them were a fish and a 

serpent. Looking closely, I saw 

that they had human faces. 

 

Seeing this, an idea came to 

none other than the sincere 

mind of Tsukihi. 

 

If I should add instruments to 

them and teach them My 

providence step by step. 

 

These instruments being Ku-

nisazuchi and Tsukiyomi, If I 

should put them into their bo-

dies, 

 

And call together Kumoyomi, 

Kashikone, Otonobe, and Tai-

shokuten, 

 

Then, after holding counsel, 

God came to the firm decision 

to begin this world. 

 

An idea came to Tsukihi: how 

promising it would be to begin 

a world. 

 

It was difficult to begin a 

world which did not exist. I 

prepared to find what could 

be used as instruments. 

 

Looking carefully within, I 

found loaches, a fish and a 

serpent, and other creatures, 

too. 

  

I called them together and 

conferred with them to begin 

My providence for human be-

ings. 

Ofudesaki Part VI: 80-84 

 

Again, in the Ofudesaki, Part VI, 

verses 31-55: 

 

I drew forth Izanagi and Iza-

nami and taught them the 

providence of how to begin 

human beings. 

 

At the origin were a fish and a 

serpent in the muddy ocean. I 

drew them up and began the 

April  Monthly Service Sermon 
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And there Izanami stayed for 

three years and three months. 

 

The first children born were 

five bu tall and grew taller 

gradually. 

 

By this providence once 

taught, the children were con-

ceived in the same body three 

times. 

 

The true and real God of this 

universe is Tsukihi. The oth-

ers are all instruments. 

 

Drawing them forth one after 

another, I used them to begin 

human beings and gave to 

each a sacred name. 

 

Izanagi and Izanami are the 

prime instruments. They are 

the basis of the Grand Shrine 

of Teshoko. 

 

In the days to come, I shall 

teach you everything step by 

step. It will be solely about 

things you have never known. 

 

Since that time, the provi-

dence of God has been by no 

means an easy matter. 

 

It is indeed difficult to explain 

how I began things which had 

never existed. 

 

There may be no one who 

knows the truth of the begin-

ning of this world. 

 

From now on, I shall tell you 

everything step by step. Never 

take it to be false. 

 

I began human beings, taking 

a fish and a serpent as seed 

and seedbed. 

 

Tsukihi entered their bodies 

and taught them the provi-

dence step by step. 

 

The number of children was 

nine hundred million, ninety-

nine thousand, nine hundred 

and ninety-nine. 

 

The children were conceived 

in three days and three nights, 

April Monthly Service Sermon 
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the crops. 

 

Next, the one called Taishoku-

ten is the scissors of the world. 

 

Until this time, calling togeth-

er all the instruments, I have 

passed through every kind of 

path. 

 

Hereafter, I shall distinguish 

the instruments called togeth-

er and hasten preparations to 

train them. 

Ofudesaki XII: 142-147 

 

Through theses verses we come to 

realize and appreciate the tremendous 

exhaustive effort of God the Parent in 

beginning this world and creating us, 

human beings.  

In the Doctrine of Tenrikyo, we 

are taught that, ñHuman beings were 

reborn eight thousand and eight times 

as worms, birds, beasts, and the like. 

Then they all passed away except a 

she-monkey. She conceived ten hu-

man beings at a time, five male and 

five female. They were born half an 

inch tall and grew taller gradually. 

When they grew to eight inches, the 

Hereafter, whatever I say will 

be solely about the beginnings 

of human beings. 

 

This is the Residence where I 

began this world. Therein 

lives the original Parent of 

human beginnings. 

Ofudesaki Part VI: 31-55 

 

In the Ofudesaki, Part XVI, verse 12: 

 

Listen! This origin is the ve-

nerable 

Kunitokotachi and Omotari.  

Ofudesaki Part XVI:12 

 

Finally, in the Ofudesaki, Part XII, 

verses 142-147: 

 

Among the instruments used 

in the beginning of human be-

ings at this Residence, Izanagi 

and Izanami, 

 

Tsukiyomi, Kunisazuchi, Ku-

moyomi, and Kashikone Are 

the primary i nstruments. 

 

Then, the one called Otonobe 

is the primary instrument for 

April  Monthly Service Sermon 
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experience for me and I now under-

stand what really is involved in mak-

ing all those cakes, pies and pastries 

we enjoy. Every time I partake of 

baked goods, I have a special apprec-

iation and thankfulness knowing how 

much time and effort was involved in 

its preparation.  

In the same way, through the Truth 

of Origin, God the Parent wants us, 

human beings, to truly understand the 

tremendous exhaustive time and ef-

fort that went into our creation. That 

it is so very important to appreciate 

and be very thankful for our life and 

our bodies. Further, that we should 

take great care in taking good care of 

our bodies and at the same time to 

take good care of other human be-

ings, by bringing joy, happiness and 

comfort to others; in other words, en-

gaging in salvation work. 

Another very important lesson we 

learn from the Truth of Origin is that, 

each time God the Parent summoned 

the various instruments used at crea-

tion, God would first gain their con-

sent. Then God the Parent would 

consume them to test the flavor of 

their minds, to determine their nature. 

Then once God determined their sin-

bottom of the muddy ocean began to 

develop highs and lows by the provi-

dence of God the Parent. When they 

grew to one foot and eight inches, 

land and sea, heaven and earth and 

the sun and moon came to take form 

so as to be distinguishable. In the de-

velopment of human beings from one 

foot and eight inches to three feet, 

twins were born from each concep-

tion, a male and a female. When hu-

mans reached three feet, one child 

was born from each conception and 

they began to speak. When they 

reached five feet, land and sea, hea-

ven and earth, the whole universe, 

was completed, and human beings 

began to dwell on land. 

God the Parent taught that human 

beings lived in water for nine hun-

dred million and ninety thousand 

years, were trained for six thousand 

years in wisdom, and were instructed 

for three thousand nine hundred and 

ninety-nine years in letters.ò  

In the past, I had the opportunity to 

work part time at two different bake-

ries. It was very exhaustive, physical 

work as you were on your feet the 

whole time and everything was made 

from scratch. It was a real learning 

April Monthly Service Sermon 
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tion. 

 

Among the ten performers of 

this Service, there are those 

who take the role of the Par-

ent of the beginnings of origin. 

Ofudesaki VI: 29 and 30 

 

The ten service performers take their 

positions around the Kanrodai, at the 

Jiba of Origin, with each performer 

representing one of the aspects of 

God the Parentôs providence at the 

time of creation. Wearing masks and 

expressing the providence in the 

movements of their hands, they ree-

nact the workings of God in the crea-

tion. 

Through the Truth of the Jiba, we 

have been granted the permission to 

establish our churches throughout the 

world. Although the Kanrodai Ser-

vice can only be performed at the Ji-

ba, all of us living anywhere in the 

world and even here in Hawaii, can 

still receive the marvelous truth of 

this salvation service. This is because 

the truth of the Kanrodai Service, at 

the Jiba, has been bestowed upon 

each church.  

That is why it is so very important 

gle-heartedness, God would use them 

as an instrument in creation. 

I believe this single-heartedness is 

a mind that is pure and sincere, a 

mind that is willing to work in unison 

and complete harmony with others, 

and a mind that will work to help and 

save others. This is so very important 

because our bodies are such a mar-

velous, intricate creation where all 

our different organs and body parts 

work in unison and complete harmo-

ny, helping and saving one another. 

This was God the Parents intent at 

creation and this single-heartedness 

must be the never ending goal of 

each and every one of us, human be-

ings. Then and only then will we be 

able to truly realize the joyous life 

where there will be peace and har-

mony, and all human kind will be 

able to live together joyously as true 

brothers and sisters. Then it will truly 

be One World, One Family. 

In the Ofudesaki, Part VI, verses 

29 and 30: 

 

I shall begin to tell you solely 

of that which had never ex-

isted before, and teach you the 

Service for universal salva-

April  Monthly Service Sermon 
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MAY MONTHLY SERVICE 
 

Sunday, May 16, 2010 

9:00 a.m. 

Sermon (in Japanese) by Rev. Masatoshi Shamoto 

Head minister of Malie Mission Station 
English translation by Rev. Melvin Iwata 

service for the salvation and joyous 

life for all human kind. She even 

shortened Her term of life by twenty-

five years to hasten our spiritual 

growth so that we would perform the 

service. How wonderful it would be 

if we could have more and more 

people in our community performing 

this important salvation service. How 

delighted God the Parent and Oya-

sama will be!! 

In closing, I would like to congra-

tulate the Womenôs Association on 

your 100th Anniversary celebration. I 

pray that you will all have a safe and 

wonderful pilgrimage to Jiba. 

Thank you very much for your 

kind attention. 

 

  

 

that all of us followers of this won-

derful teaching attend and strive to 

become a service performer at the 

monthly service at our church. Every 

time we perform the service, it is an 

important opportunity for all of us to 

become one with God the Parent and 

Oyasama, and a very important time, 

to sincerely nurture the mind of sin-

gle-heartedness.   

I strongly believe that the greatest 

legacy we can leave is to convey to 

our children, grand children, great 

grandchildren, relatives, friends and 

others the tremendous importance of 

the performance of the service. Oya-

sama whose birthday we celebrate on 

April 18th, taught us, this important 

April Monthly Service Sermon 
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with 30 students, and Chinese with 27 students. Beginning tomorrow, the Minister 

Qualification Course One will be held in Korean with 29 students, Chinese with 6 

students, and Course Two will be held in Portuguese with 14 students. The Overseas 

Department staff is assisting in various ways. We will sincerely do our utmost in our 

respective roles to answer to expectations of mission posts and local churches sending 

those students. 

     In closing, as the Shinbashira mentioned in his service prayer, please invite as 

many people to participate in the scheduled Hinokishin Day activities of your respec-

tive regions of the world. Let us sprinkle the fragrance of the path to the people of the 

world though Hinokishin. 

     Today, Honbu-jun-in, Rev. Hiroshi Fukaya will receive the divine sanction as the 

11th Bishop of Mission Headquarters in America. 

 

Yoichiro Miyamori 

Head of Tenrikyo Overseas Department 

 

All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day  

In this 173rd year of Tenrikyo, please join together in bringing a friend and spread 

the fragrance of the teaching: a thing lent, a thing borrowed.  Hinokishin is an expres-

sion of our joy of being kept alive by God's blessing. 

 

Big Island, Kohala 5/9/2010  Sun 10-12noon Old Kona Airport Park 

Maui, Makawao  5/22/2010 Sat 8:30-10am Makawao Veterans Cemetery 

Big Island, Hilo  5/29/2010 Sat 8:30-10:30am Homelani Veterans Cemetery 

Message from the Head of the Overseas Dept. 

Continued from Page 2 
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So many followers returned to 

Jiba for the Womenôs Associa-

tion 100
th
 anniversary comme-

morative Convention.  The total 

number of followers returning 

to Jiba numbered over 

120,000.  Oyasamaôs Birthday 

Celebration Service was con-

ducted on April 18
th
 from 10:00 

a.m. followed by the Young 

Womenôs Club Gathering from 

3:00 p.m.  The Joyous Festival 

was held after the 

evening service.  

On the following 

day, the 19
th
, the 

100
th
 Anniver-

sary Commemo-

ration and 92
nd

 

Convention was 

held.  Simultane-

ous translations 

were done in 

twelve languages.  

From 1:00 p.m., 

commemorative 

lectures were held at seven locations. The theme was ñAs a Foundation Towards the Joyous Lifeò. 

Simultaneous translations were done in eight languages the same as the Young Womenôs Club 

Gathering.  From three years ago until the day the followers left their respective locales, with the 

Slogan, ñLetôs return to Jiba for the 100
th
 Anniversaryò, every member did ñDaily Contributionò 

and it lead to the big blessing.  On the occasion of the 100
th
 Anniversary, members returned to Ji-

ba with happy and cheerful minds and participated in each activity with impressed minds. 

Huge Numbers Attend WomenΩs Association 
100th Anniversary 92nd General Meeting 
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On April 6th from 7:00 p.m., the 50th Annual Oyasama's Birthday Gathering 

was held at Mission HQ of Hawaii to celebrate her 212th birthday with over 

88 participants.  After the performance, the participants enjoyed the offered 

birthday cake and snacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-eight kids and twenty adults cele-

brated Oyasamaôs 212
th
 Birthday on April 18, 

2010 at Mission Headquarters.  Some families 

took advantage of the activity to ñworship at 

church as a family.ò The program started with 

the prayer service followed by a power point 

presentation of Oyasamaôs Story narrated by 

junior leaders: Tori Kawasaki and Eric 

Miyauchi. Later in the social hall, the Young 

Menôs Association conducted fun games in-

cluding water balloon toss and an egg hunt.  The celebration concluded with a pizza 

lunch and singing ñhappy birthdayò to Oyasama over a huge birthday cake which was 

shared with everyone. The best part was when everyone pitched in to cleanup. 

 

WomenΩs Association 
Oyasama Birthday Performance Held 

BGA Conducts Annual Oyasama 
Birthday Activity 

ISLAND LIFE 

 

ISLAND LIFE 

 


