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What do you think this Service is? 
It is none other than the means to universal salvation.
     Ofudesaki II:9

ORIGINS
  No. 212 April 2009

Mission HeAdquArters of HAwAii 3/22



2

Although it is the season when we hear the news of flowers beginning to bloom, it was 
an extremely chilly day here in Oyasato (Parental Home).  Despite the weather, many followers 
returned to Jiba including children on spring vacation, participants of the Fife & Drum Leaders 
Training Course, and youth attending the Students’ Spring Pilgrimage to Jiba (Place of human 
creation), as the March Monthly Service was performed spiritedly with minds in unity with the 
Shinbashira as the core.    

In the service prayer, the Shinbashira (leader of Tenrikyo)stated his resolution for all head 
ministers and Yoboku to put their respective positions to practical use by mutually helping and 
encouraging one another, to carry out the mission of Yoboku (followers who have received the 
Truth of Sazuke: sanction to adminiter healing prayer) which is the construction of the joyous life.  
In addition, he prayed that we may receive divine guidance and receive blessings for all people of 
the world living harmoniously and enjoying the joyousness of the world even a day sooner. 

Following the Service, the sermon was given by Honbu-in (Church HQ staff), Rev. Yoshitaro 
Ueda. Rev. Ueda spoke on the teaching, “Through saving others, you shall also be saved”, quoting 
from the Anecdotes of Oyasama (Foundress), sharing his personal experiences and using various 
illustrations as a basis for his talk.  

He also spoke on the importance of putting the teachings into practice, using the story of “Mr. 
Night Watch”, (referring to Rev. Osamu Mitani, “Michi-no-Tomo” April 171 issue).  He stated 
that if we Yoboku lack in ri-zukuri or the effort in accumulating virtue, then our level of faith 
will be just faith prayers.  In closing, he spoke in regards to the Tenri Jiho Distribution Promotion 
Convention held yesterday and encouraged the distribution of the Tenri Jiho newspaper to all 
Yoboku households.  

In the Overseas Department, from the 23rd of this month, we have welcomed 25 new staff 
members all who have come from around the world.  With a fresh feeling, they are working 
diligently in their respective duties.  

This coming April, we are expecting many followers to return to Jiba from all over the world 
for the Oyasama Birth Celebration Service and the April Monthly Service.  From the bottom of my 
heart, I await for your safe and healthy return to Jiba.  

Yoichiro Miyamori 
Overseas Department Head

Message from the Head of the Overseas Department
March 26, Tenrikyo 172
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March Monthly Service Prayer

Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, who resides in this shrine, I, 
(Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii) pray with 

reverence.  

God the Parent, as we receive Your overflowing grace and blessings, which 
grants us the free use of our bodies, we advance toward spiritual maturity on 

the path toward the joyous life world, receiving the guidance of the Ever-living 
Oyasama (Foundress).  These boundless blessings are truly more than we can 

expect.  As we direct our constant focus toward the teachings, we proceed on the 
path of sincerity toward the realization of a Joyous world, applying our efforts 
with a mind focused on salvation.  Today is the day we are granted to conduct 

the March monthly service at this mission headquarters.  The service performers 
will unite their hearts to perform the seated service and Teodori (Hand Dance) 
joyously in high spirits.  Today, as you view the brothers and sisters of the path 
who have looked forward to this day, singing the songs of the service in unison 
with hearts filled with gratitude for Your parental love, we hope that You can be 

spirited as well.  

This coming 21st through the 23rd, for three days, the Boy’s and Girl’s Association 
Spring Camp will commence, and during this time on the 22nd, the general 

meeting will be held.  The nurturing of the youth whom will lead the path into the 
next era is an important aspect for the assured continuity of generations to come, 

and maintaining our conviction that this is the path that will settle the world, I 
would like each of us to continue in our effort to pass on the joy of the teachings 
to all children.  Also, we would like to further settle deep in our minds the truth 
of the teachings, apply our effort toward the service and strive to administer the 
Sazuke (Healing Prayer), so that we may act in accordance with Your intention, 
as we advance in our effort of this important responsibility.  May You, God the 

Parent, accept our sincerity, and we ask that you guide us toward reconstructing 
the world where we can spend our days living in harmony by helping one 

another, and to realize the Joyous Life even a day sooner.  Together with everyone 
present, I pray for these blessings.  
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Mission HQ March Monthly Service Sermon

Reverend Ronald Yama
(Tenrikyo Kalihi Church)

I have been assigned to give a sermon 
on Chapter Two of The Doctrine of 
Tenrikyo titled “The Path of Single-hearted 
Salvation”.  My acknowledgement goes to 
Rev. Tsunenori Ichise of Joyous Fukyosho 
(Mission Station), who is assigned to do 
the Japanese translation and interpretation.  
Thank you very much, Rev. Ichise.  May I 
have your attention for a short while.

I would like to first read the short 
chapter and then give my comments and 
understanding.

The chapter starts with the Ofudesaki 
(Divine Revelations) verse 4 of Part VIII: 

To Tsukihi (God), all of you through-
out the world are My children. 
My only desire is to save you.

Because of the desire from parental 

love to have all mankind lead the Joyous 
Life, God the Parent became openly 
revealed through Oyasama (Foundress) as 
the Shrine and, after disclosing the truth 
of all things, taught the marvelous path of 
single-hearted salvation.

Concerning the Service: never 
think that I have any other 
intention.  I have only the single 
desire to save all of you. 
  
  Ofudesaki XVI: 65

From such parental love, God the Parent 
taught the single-hearted performance 
of the Service as the path to universal 
salvation.

I shall do marvelous things, the 
same as My beginning of this 
world.

I shall begin a Service which 
has never existed since I began 
this world, and assuredly settle 
the world.
      

  Ofudesaki VI: 7-8

The Service was taught by God the 
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March  Monthly Service Sermon
Parent with the intent to manifest once 
more the marvelous power by which 
mankind and the world were created 
where there was no form, this time in the 
cause of the single-hearted salvation of 
mankind.  Through the Service, the world 
will be reconstructed as the world of the 
Joyous Life, which is fully in accord with 
the intent of God.

As to the Service to be done, it is 
none other than the Service of the
Kanrodai.
      

  Ofudesaki X: 21

Thus the Service is to be performed with 
the Kanrodai, the Stand for the Heavenly 
Dew, as center.

As proof of My beginning of 
human beings, I shall put the 
Kanrodai into place.
      

  Ofudesaki XVII: 9

The Kanrodai is a monument to be set 
up at the Jiba of Origin to give evidence 
that it is the place where mankind was 
conceived.  It is shaped so as to represent 
the truth of human creation and growth—
to symbolize the origin and perpetual 
development of mankind and the world.

When God has accepted the 
sincerity in the minds of the ten
performers of the Service,

Thereafter, I shall teach you all of 
the thoughts of God on every
matter step by step.

Though the mind of God hastens
day after day, to what avail if the 
ten performers do not assemble?
      

  Ofudesaki VI: 18-20

The Service, which God also called 
the “Kagura Service”, is a reenactment 
in principle of God the Parent’s workings 
during creation.  Ten chosen Service 
performers wear their respective masks and 
symbolize by hand-gestures the principles 
of God the Parent’s providence, moving in 
unison to the song and in harmony with 
the music of the nine instruments.  Indeed, 
the Kagura Service is the means by which 
we call forth the joy of human creation for 
which we yearn and, by uniting our minds 
in praise of the boundless grace of God the 
Parent, we invoke divine providence.

When all are assembled and 
quickly do the Service, as those 
close to Me become spirited, 
God, also, will be spirited.
      

  Ofudesaki I: 11

When the Service performers perform 
the Service in harmony, each relying on 
God the Parent, they will become joyous 
and their minds will become one with 
the mind of God.  Then God the Parent, 
accepting their spirited minds of unity, 
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March Monthly Service Sermon
will also become spirited.  Thus the joy of 
the harmonious union of God and mankind 
will overflow.

Again, I impatiently await the 
coming Joyous Service.  What it 
is, is the Kagura Service.  
      

  Ofudesaki IV: 29

God also called the Kagura Service 
the “Joyous Service”.  Indeed the Joyous 
Service celebrates the very joy desired by 
God the Parent and is our prayer for the 
attainment of it.

Any salvation whatever is all 
through the Service.  If only you 
do as Tsukihi says.

If your mind is sincere, Tsukihi 
will assuredly save you.

  Ofudesaki VII: 83-84

When the Service performers perform 
the Service joyfully as intended, God the 
Parent will accept their sincerity and will 
grant unlimited blessings.

This Service is the path of 
salvation for the entire world. I 
shall enable even a mute to speak.
      

  Ofudesaki IV: 91

Day by day, hasten to begin the 
Service.  You will escape any 

danger whatever.

However serious your illness may 
be, you will all be saved by the
Service done single-heartedly.
      

  Ofudesaki X: 19-20

God also called the Joyous Service the 
“Salvation Service”.  It is the Service by 
which every prayer is answered.

The salvation is not just to cure 
illness.  I intend it to be a 
marvelous salvation.

What do you think this salvation 
is?  It is to be free from illness,
death, and weakening.
      

  Ofudesaki XVII: 52-53

By means of the Salvation Service, 
God the Parent not only saves us from 
illness, disaster, and despair, but gives 
us the remarkable blessings, not known 
before, of freedom from disease, death, 
and weakness.

By this salvation given in 
accordance with the mind of 
sincerity, you shall be freed from 
illness, death, and weakening. 

By this salvation, to fix the natural 
term of life at one hundred and
fifteen years is the single desire 
of God.
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March Monthly Service Sermon
      

  Ofudesaki III: 99-100

After that, you may stay as long as 
you wish, without illness, death,
or weakening.

Further, after the passage of long 
years, there will be no aging at all.
      

  Ofudesaki IV: 37-38

God teaches us that when we have all 
purified our minds and attained minds of 
sincerity, we shall receive kanro, heavenly 
dew, by virtue of the Salvation Service.  
Whoever partakes of kanro will live one 
hundred fifteen years.  Further, one will be 
allowed to live forever, if so desired.

What do you think this Service is 
about?  It is solely to bring peace
to the world and salvation to all.
      

  Ofudesaki IV: 93

If you quickly unite your minds 
and do the Service correctly, the
world will settle.
      

  Ofudesaki XIV: 92

Thus, the blessings of God the Parent 
called forth by this Service are not limited 
to the salvation of individuals from illness 
and trouble but are extended throughout the 
world to benefit mankind with bountiful 
harvest and lasting peace.

By receiving these blessings, we shall 
awaken to the truth that we are all brothers 
and sisters, equally the children of God the 
Parent.  Then we shall come to respect and 
help one another, and the world will be 
reconstructed as the world of the Joyous 
Life where the minds of all people are 
united as one.

In addition to the Service, God the 
Parent taught the path of salvation from 
illness by means of the Sazuke (Divine 
Grant) of Breath and the Sazuke of Hand 
Dance.

Hereafter, however serious an 
illness there may be, I shall save 
you all by the Breath and the 
Hand Dance.

However serious an illness there 
may be, never say that it will not 
be cured.
      

  Ofudesaki XII: 50-51

The Sazuke is the truth of merit bestowed 
in the cause of single-hearted salvation 
on those whose minds God the Parent 
has determined as being sincere.  Those 
who receive the Sazuke resolve to keep 
this sincerity of the day of bestowal for a 
lifetime and become Yoboku for the joyous 
construction.  When Yoboku transmit 
the truth of Heaven by administering 
the Sazuke, God the Parent accepts the 
true sincerity with which they pray and 
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saves any sufferer from any illness by the 
unlimited power of divine grace.  The truth 
of the Sazuke, bestowed on the sincere 
mind pledged to single-hearted salvation, 
is a treasure for a lifetime and for eternity.  
With this truth, when Yoboku of God the 
Parent go far and wide in their mission, 
miraculous healings will occur one after 
another the world over.

Indeed the Service and the Sazuke 
constitute the path of single-hearted 
salvation taught by God the Parent from 
a fervent desire to have all mankind lead 
the Joyous Life.  Through them we can 
sever the root of illness and purify our 
minds, then the world will be restored to 
joyousness.

Thus, all mankind will come to praise 
the boundless grace of God the Parent.  Our 
minds will grow steadily more joyous and 
spirited, and God the Parent, accepting our 
growing joyousness, will bless us evermore 
with divine providence.  In this way, the 
joyous harmony of God and mankind will 
be attained and a world overflowing with 
happiness will come into being.

Sweeping away evils, hasten to save 
us. All mankind equally purified,
The Kanrodai.”
   Mikagura-uta

In summarizing the chapter, my 
understanding is that the Path of Single-
hearted Salvation is the performance of 
the Service and administering the Sazuke.  
God the Parent, in order to emphasize 
the importance and significance of the 

Service, gave the Service four different 
names: first, the Service of the Kanrodai, 
since it is performed around the Kanrodai; 
second, the Kagura Service, which depicts 
the reenactment of the creation of human 
beings; third, the Joyous Service, which 
is so named to celebrate the very joy 
desired by God the Parent and it is our 
prayer for the attainment of it; and fourth, 
the Salvation Service, by which God the 
Parent not only saves us from disease, 
disaster, and despair, but gives us the 
miraculous blessings, not known before of 
freedom from death, and weakening.  God 
the Parent also grants us the Sazuke to help 
others.  By administering the Sazuke, we 
can also purify our own minds to restore 
joyousness. 

In his Lectures on Chapter Two, the 
Second Shinbashira (deceased former 
leader of Tenrikyo) stated: “What did 
Oyasama teach?  What She taught is the 
title of Chapter Two, the Path of Single-
hearted Salvation. One was the Kanrodai 
Service and the other was the Sazuke.  
Taking up these two, Chapter II shows the 
methods Oyasama taught to make people 
with cloudy minds become reborn while 
still alive.”

Also, “What was the objective of 
Oyasama’s teachings?  What were 
the methods that conformed with this 
objective?  The objective is the joyous life, 
and the methods taught by Oyasama are 
presented in Chapter II.  One method is the 
Service -- the Single-hearted Service as 
the Path of Single-hearted Salvation.  The 
other method is the Sazuke.” 

March Monthly Service Sermon
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The monthly service we perform at 
our churches has the same significance 
and importance as the service performed 
at the Jiba.  Performing the Service and 
administering the Sazuke are the basis 
of Oyasama’s teachings on attaining the 
Joyous Life.

As I read through this chapter, I was 
reminded that the Service we perform at 
our churches has the same importance and 
significance as the Service performed in 
Jiba.  By performing the Service, we are 
able to help save others as well as our 
own selves.  For all of us yoboku, who 
have received the grant of Sazuke, it is 
imperative that we use it.  By administering 
the Sazuke we ask God the Parent to 
save the person as well as ourselves.  
This is one way to cleanse mental dusts 
(self-centeredness) from our minds.  A 
poor but understandable comparison 
concerning the Sazuke is like owning a 
nice automobile.  If you use it, it is worth 
having one because of its convenience and 
it takes you wherever you desire.  If you 
do not use it and it just sits in the garage, 
the automobile is useless and just collects 
dust.  It is the same for the Sazuke.  If 
you use it, it works for you and helps you 
to cleanse your own mental dusts which 
leads to attaining the joyous life.  If you do 
not use it, it is only something granted to 
you and does not help you at all.  

After over 30 years of performing the 
Service each month I almost forgot its 
importance and significance and that it 
helps you get closer to the joyous life.  
For the last 15 years my health was going 

downhill.  My eyesight is not too good, 
my hearing is bad, my hair is thinning, and 
I am losing my teeth.  Recently my knees 
are aching and sitting down on the floor 
is a problem.  With a backache, I cannot 
carry anything heavy.  Even putting up the 
monthly service offerings sometimes, was a 
struggle. My mind is also getting forgetful.  
At times it was getting embarrassing with 
my wife always having to remind me.  
But I shrug it off as the consequences of 
getting old.  After a while I wondered why 
this was happening to me.  I thought that 
I did the monthly services the best way I 
could.  

At our monthly services I even 
reminded everyone else to do the Service 
diligently and sincerely to receive God the 
Parent’s blessings.  But I found myself 
just anxiously hoping to finish the Service, 
without making too many mistakes, since 
my mind was more concerned about my 
backache than on the Service.  Is God not 
listening to my prayers because of that?  
But after listening to the February monthly 
sermon by Rev. Wakimoto, I realized 
that all of the problems I have are minor 
compared to the people who are suffering 
from life threatening illnesses or without 
complete use of their bodies.  

Thankfully, I am not completely blind.  I 
can still see, even without the constant use 
of eye glasses.  I can still hear, even if there 
are embarrassing moments when someone 
tells me that I didn’t hear correctly and 
that I should get hearing aids.  With partial 
dentures I can still enjoy my meals even 
though I cannot eat hard foods.  Even if I 

March Monthly Service Sermon
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am getting there, I still have some hair and 
not completely bald, although it does feel 
cold when the wind blows.  When my back 
aches I am thankful that after a short rest 
I can get back to normal.  Since I cannot 
carry heavy items I feel bad, but thankful 
that there are younger people who I can 
depend on.  Although I cannot sit Japanese 
style on the floor, by using chairs, I can 
still carry out my duties as church head.  
Considering all the above, I am still quite 
blessed with a useful body and I believe 
this is all due to the performance of the 
monthly service and administering the 

Sazuke whenever I can.  Instead of grave 
illnesses or being hospitalized, I am 
blessed with minor illnesses which are not 
life threatening.  The Service helped me 
to lessen my bad causations.  Now I know 
why I was asked to base my sermon on 
Chapter Two.

In closing, my thanks to Oyasama for 
guiding me through the path to single-
hearted salvation by letting me perform the 
church service and by letting me administer 
the Sazuke.  Thus, I can continue to work 
toward attaining the joyous life.

Thank you for your kind attention.

March Monthly Service Sermon

 April Monthly Service
April 11, 2009 (Saturday, 9:00 a.m.)

Sermon in Japanese by Reverend Nobunao Hamada 
English Translation by Reverend Setsuo Kakitani

Sermon “The Truth of Origin” 
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ISLAND LIFE
BGA Spring Camp & 

34th Annual General Meeting held

The annual Boy’s and Girl’s Association 
Spring Camp and 34th General Meeting 
was held on March 21-23 (Sat-Mon) with 
the theme: “We are all brothers and sisters.  
Let us all return to the Parent Home.”

The Spring Camp was held at the Tenri 
Cultural Center with 60 kids, 8 counselors 
and 12 adult leaders.  The counselors 
and adult leaders had their hands full 
with many new first timers.  But with 
experienced leadership and organized 
planning, the camp was held without any 
major problems, accomplishing the goal 
of “conveying the joy of faith to the next 
generation.”

The camp started with the prayer service 
and orientation.  Then the kids got to go 
outside for “Mini Olympics” in which 
teams competed in organized relay games 
conducted by the Young Women’s Club.  
Later that evening they all went to the 
mission headquarters to attend the evening 
service and practiced musical instruments 
in preparation for the next day’s service 
performance during the general meeting.

One of the highlights of the camp is 
being able to “camp out” to rough it out 
and sleep in actual tents.  So that’s exactly 
what they did!  This is so cool!

Next morning was rise and shine at 6:30 
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ISLAND LIFE

a.m. starting with exercise at 7:00 am and 
the morning service at 7:15.  Then after a 
full breakfast of scrambled eggs, sausage, 
cereal and miso soup, it was off to Mission 
Headquarters for the General Meeting!  
BGA Chair Rev. Owen Nakao led the 
congregation in the opening prayer after 
which the service from the Seated Service 
through Song 2 was promptly started.  It 
was done in three shifts: Seated Service, 
Yorozuyo and Songs 1 & 2.

After the service, Rev. Owen Nakao 
gave the Shinbashira’s message in which 
he encouraged everyone to go to church to 
express their gratitude to God the Parent 
and participate in the Boy’s and Girl’s 
Association activities, such as overnight 
stays at church and hinokishin activities.  
He also gave thanks to the adult leaders 
for their efforts in nurturing the members 
of the association, emphasizing the activity 
guidelines: “Let’s connect children with 
our churches and nurture their sense of 
gratitude to God the Parent,” impart the 

joy of faith to the children.
After the group picture taking, the 

congregation enjoyed a Korean BBQ 
chicken lunch made by the Women’s 
Association in the social hall downstairs.  
This year the children listened to musical 
performances by BGA graduate Sean 
Rodan, 15, on the piano and flute and a 
duet by Sean on the flute and Mrs. Taeko 
Nakao on the piano.  After lunch children 
enjoyed playing the bingo game and then 
later, everyone, young and old, helped to 
put away the tables and chairs and swept 
the floor.  It looked like total chaos, but 
everyone pitched and did their part at the 
same time!  Then it was time to return to 
TCC (Tenri Cultural Center).

At TCC, the happy campers went right 
into hinokishin, cleaning the judo hall, 
restrooms, and areas outside and around the 
tents.  Later BGA staff Kyle Kawasaki led 
the group for some fun “Adventure Trails” 
game in which the campers were paired up 
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ISLAND LIFE
with one blindfolded.  The seeing person 
would take the blindfolded person around 
TCC and later, the blindfolded person 
would trace the route of their journey on a 
map of the TCC grounds remembering the 
smells and sounds at the various locations.  
The pair with the most accurate route 
would be declared the winner!  

After Adventure Trails, the leaders and 
counselors conducted group discussion 
and skit practice.  The group discussion 
and skit practice focused on the theme of 
the camp which is the same theme as this 
year’s children pilgrimage to Jiba.  The skit 
would be presented during the campfire 
program that night.

The campfire program was held right 
after the evening service.  This year, due to 
the frequent passing showers, canopy tents 
were set up for the first time to provide 
cover for the campfire attendees and sure 
enough the intermittent rains did come.  As 
usual the Young Men’s Association took 
charge of setting up the campfire and the 
lighting ceremony.  The group leaders got 
involved by lighting each others’ torches 
signifying “brother and sisterhood” and 
then lighting the campfire together with 
the lighted campfire signifying “one 
family.”  YMA member Toan Talban gave 
a humorous ghost story that left everyone 
scared and laughing at the same time… 
or was it some laughing and some scared.  
This was followed by campfire songs and 
a fun singing and exercise game called 
“Abraham Had Seven Little Kids.”

Next, each group gave a skit based on 

the camp theme.  Each group was judged 
based on creativity, humor, feeling, closest 
to the theme and originality.  Lastly, the 
YMA members lined up the hot coals from 
the campfire for the kids to roast their 
marshmallows.  Oh yeah!  What a day!

The last day of the camp featured ice 
skating at Ice Palace skating rink near 
Aloha Stadium.  Two school buses were 
chartered and the campers were transported 
to the ice rink.  When it comes to balance 
and speed, the kids are all natural athletes.  
After a few minutes in the beginners circle 
they are off on their own in the big rink!  
They loved it so much; the adult leaders 
had a hard time gathering them in for their 
return to Camp TCC.

Back at TCC, the camp ended with the 
Thanksgiving Service and there, Bishop 
and Mrs. Hamada handed each one a gift 
in token of their appreciation for the kids’ 
participation in the camp.

Rev. Owen Nakao said, “The camp 
provides opportunities for self reflection 
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and spiritual growth.  There are instances 
of disagreements, between children as well 
as adults, but in the end we must all work 
together to accomplish the goal of the 
camp.  During the first staff meeting at the 
end of the day, there was a lively discussion 
on living up to the duties of a leader.  
Suddenly, someone asked, ‘What is the 
purpose of the camp?’ As the BGA chair I 
stammered out, ‘to teach the children about 
God.’  But what really struck a chord with 
me was when counselor Dean Nakamura 
(from Kona) who recently returned from 
serving at BGA headquarters in Jiba, said, 
‘The purpose is to convey the joy of faith 

In observance of Girl’s Day or hina 
matsuri, the Tenrikyo Church was invited 
to the Sheraton Princess Kaiulani Hotel, 
once again to pound mochi.  In its efforts to 
promote the various multi-ethnic cultures 
of our local population, the Sheraton 
Princess Kaiulani Hotel strives to embrace 
and share the unique cultures with the 
community.   

The celebration of cultures was held 
on Saturday, March 7th, pool side at 
the Sheraton Princess Kaiulani Hotel.  
Festivities included a display of the 
traditional hina matsuri dolls, as well as 
demonstrations of hula, ikebana flower 
arrangements, pineapple cutting, and 

Sheraton Princess Kaiulani Mochi Pounding
Saturday, March 7th 

to the children.’”
Rev. Nakao conveys his thanks for 

everyone’s support in making this camp 
possible!

mochi pounding.  The Tenrikyo Church 
pounded four batches of mochi which 
was then made into daifuku and kinako 
mochi.  Spectators from around the world, 
including locals had the opportunity to 
taste freshly made mochi during a time 
of year when mochi is not traditionally 
made.  

We are truly grateful to the Sheraton 
Princess Kaiulani staff for their continued 
opportunities to sprinkle the joyous 
fragrances of Tenrikyo, as well as for their 
welcoming hospitality throughout our 
demonstrations.  Thank you to all members 
who assisted in making this demonstration 
another success!  
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All Tenrikyo HinokisHin DAy
Maui  April 19 ((Sunday)     8:30 AM ~ 10:30 AM 
         KONAHA BEACH PARK 

Oahu*  May 2 (Saturday)       9:00 AM ~ 11:00 AM 
           HONOLULU ZOO

Kauai  May 2 (Saturday)       9:00 AM ~ 10:00 AM 
          JAPANESE CEMETARY
Hawai‘i Island 
Kona      May 3 (Sunday)        11:30 AM ~ 12:30 PM 
      KONA MEMORIAL PARK

Kohala  May 10 (Sunday)      10:00 AM ~12:00 PM 
          OLD KONA AIRPORT PARK

Hilo     May 23 (Saturday)     8:30 AM ~ 10:00 AM 
     HOMELANI MEMORIAL PARK

*For the Oahu hinokishin, there will be a shuttle bus available from Tenri 
Cultural Center and a second shuttle bus from Palolo. Please reserve your seat as 
soon as possible. Please call Mission HQ office: 595-6523. The first shuttle leaves 
from TCC (2236 Nuuanu Avenue) at 8:30 a.m. and the second shuttle bus has an 
8:10 a.m. pick-up from Pearl Church (1634 10th Avenue) and 8:20 a.m. pick-up 
from Palolo Pool parking lot Saturday morning (May 2nd).
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YWC-TAB-YMA Garage Sale & Car Wash
The Garage Sale and Car Wash fundraiser for three organizations, Young 

Women’s Club, The Aloha Band, and Young Men’s Association was held on 
Saturday, March 29. The funds raised will be used to return to Jiba this year 
to participate in the Children’s Pilgrimage Fife and Drum Corps for the Aloha 
Band, as well as the 100th Anniversary celebration of the Women’s Association 
for the Young Women’s Club in April 2010, and the Young Men’s Association 
will use the funds for the International Hinokishin Corps, to be held this 
summer. Thank you for everyone’s participation and continued support!
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Wedding 
announcement

Janell Ito (Maui Church/ Honjima 
GC) and Kory Kitagawa were married on 
January 24, 2009 at the Hilton Hawaiian 
Village Hotel’s Crystal Chapel by  
Reverend Lynn So of Taitan Church.  A 
reception followed at the Coral Ballroom.  
The newlyweds are currently residing in 
Buffalo, New York. Congratulations!

YMA Mission HQ Floor-waxing Hinokishin
Mahalo nui loa to the members of 

the Young Men’s Association and other 
volunteers for doing a beautiful job of 
waxing both the floors of the worship hall 
and the downstairs hall on February 28, 

Saturday, at Hawaii Mission Headquarters. 
Everyone come and check out the shine!

17
ORIGINS, ApRIl 2009



Mission HQ Announcements

Tenrikyo Language Institute (TLI) Graduates and New Enrollees

Tate Kakitani [photo left] (Kochi-Makoto Church/Kochi G.C.) graduated from TLI 
on March 8, Saturday. He has since returned home to Honolulu. Also, after graduating 
from TLI two years ago, Dean Nakamura (Hawaii Kona M.S./Shuto G.C.) [photo 
middle] finished his one year of hinokishin at the Boys & Girls Association of Church 
Headquarters in Jiba. He has returned to his hometown, Kailua Kona, Hawai‘i Island. 
Lucas Nakao [photo right] (Pearl Church/Tengen B.C.) will enter TLI as a Japanese 
Language student this month.

Kohei Minoura (middle) has returned 
to Japan on March 23rd after five years 
of missionary work in Hawaii. Mahalo 
to his long dedication here to spread the 
teachings of the Path. 

Hiroshi Mori (right) has served as the 
librarian at Tenri Bunko (library) for two 
years and will return to Jiba after his 
replacement arrives. Hidetoshi Maeda 
(left) will remain in Hawaii as the manager 
of the Hawaii Missionary House at TCC 
for one year after serving as Mission HQ 
seinen for one year. Mahalo to both of 
them for their continued dedication.

Mission HQ Personnel Changes
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The following anniversaries were observed on March 27, Friday, at Mission HQ:

5th anniversary  Rev. Masami Meguro, Maikiki Church 3rd head minister

10th anniversary Rev. Yonekuni Saito, Honolulu Church 3rd head minister

10th anniversary Rev. Yoshie Suga, Lanai Church first head minister

20th anniversary Rev. Tsune Kuwahara, Kyofuku Mahalo Mission Station  head

30th anniversary Rev. Masumi Akamine , Waipio Mission Station head

30th anniversary Rev. Yano Mizushima, Hawaii Island Church first head minister

30th anniversary Mr. Sadame Akemoto, father of Paradise Church first head minister

30th anniversary  Mrs. Kimiko Mikuni, wife of the 2nd head minister of Taiheiyo Church

Spring Memorial Service

2009 Spiritual Development Course (Shuyokai)
at Mission Headquarters of Hawaii 

June 21 (Sun) - July 17, 2009 (Fri)
This course is conducted in both English and Japanese, and is open 

to anyone 17 years of age and older.

Please contact Mission HQ (Dendocho) for further information

Daniel Akemoto (Paradise Church/
Shuto G.C.) will be an English language 
instructor at Tenrikyo Language 
Institute for two years.

Rev. Baron Kimura (Kakaako Church/
Honjima G.C.) has been appointed to be 
the English Spiritual Development Course 
Instructor in Jiba from April to June of this 
year.

19
ORIGINS, ApRIl 2009



20

Tid Bits
Associations’ Reports

BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

WOMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

Spring has finally come. This month is 
Oyasama’s birthday. Let us have Oyasama see 
us as we cheerfully play in unison on April 7th. 

Please bring your baked cookie offerings 
by Mission HQ’s monthly service. We will 
deliver the cookies to the everliving Oyasama 
[in Jiba]. 

Moreoever, the monthly service for this 
month will be on April 11, the second Saturday of 
the month so please mark it in your calendars. 

MONTHLY MEETING           April 6 (Mon)
Meeting          9:00-9:30 a.m.
Ten Providences Study          9:30-10:00 a.m.
Oyasama’s Birthday Celebration Concert 
practice   10:15 a.m.

WOMEN’S MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
PRACTICE is canceled for this month.

NUUANU HALE VISITATION
April 11 (Sat)                  9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

BAZAAR HINOKISHIN 
Every Wednesday             9:00 - 12:00 p.m.
Hinokishin is held at TCC West House

49TH ANNUAL OYASAMA’S BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION CONCERT
April 7 (Tues)   7:00 p.m.
($3.00 donation, Happi coat, and white socks)

*April Mission HQ monthly service luncheon 
hinokishin is assigned to Godo Group B. Thank 
you!

ALOHA BAND AND POM POM PRACTICE!
Aloha Band Pom Pom practice will be on April 
11 (Saturday) after Missiona HQ’s monthly 
service, and April 19 (Sunday) after the BGA 
Oyasama Birthday celebration. Practice will be 
from 1:30 p.m.

SPRING CAMP AND GENERAL MEETING
The annual Spring Camp and 34th General 

Meeting were successfully held on March 21-23 
(Sat-Mon) with 60 kids and 8 counselors.  Over 
120 people attended the General Meeting held 
on Sunday, March 22 at 10am.  Thank you to all 
who participated as well as those who contributed 
in preparation and after cleanup.

FUNDRAISING FOR 2009 CHILDREN’S 
PILGRIMAGE TO JIBA

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
YMA-YWC-Aloha Band Joint Garage Sale and 
Car Wash fundraiser held this past March 29 at 
Mission HQ.

The Pizza Hut “Buy One, Get One Free” 
Literacy Card at $10 per card has started and 
we would like to ask for everyone’s support 
including the neighbor island churches, missions, 
members and friends!  The literacy card usually 
pays for itself within the first two purchases and 
you can use it for one full year after the first 
purchase.

OYASAMA BIRTHDAY ACTIVITY
Our next BGA activity is the annual Oyasama 

Birthday Activity at Mission HQ on Sunday, 
April 19, 2009 from 10 a.m.
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YOUNG WOMEN’S 
CLUB

YOUNG MEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

April 8
YMA & YWC April Meeting
7:15 p.m. Rainbow Hale

April 19
YMA helping with BGA Oyasama Birthday  
event.

Hinokishin and fundraisers in April TBA.

VOLUNTEERS/DONATIONS FOR THE MINI-
BAZAAR & BEVERAGE TABLE

We need volunteers to help with our monthly 
mini-bazaar at the Mission HQ’s Monthly Service. 
We also need volunteers to help with the beverage 
table, setting up the drinks and pouring tea. If 
you can donate a baked good or help out during 
lunch time, please contact Louise at 551-3158 to 
sign up. We will also be collecting cans/bottles to 
recycle to help fundraise for the future trip to Jiba 
for the Women’s Association 110th Anniversary in 
2010. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The next joint YWC/YMA monthly meeting 

will be April 8, 2009 at 7:15pm at Rainbow Hale. 
Looking forward to seeing you there!
We will be offering Oyasama cookies during Her 
birthday. If you would like to bake cookies, please 
bring them to Mission HQ by April 11, 2009. Any 
amount would be greatly appreciated. 

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who helped with the Mini 

Olympics during the Boys’ and Girls’ Association 
Spring Camp. The kids had a great time. 

A big, huge MAHALO to all those who 
helped out with the joint Garage Sale/Car Wash/
Mini Food Bazaar. The event was a huge success 
and we hope to have another in the near future. 
For those of you who were not able to stay and 
help, thank you for attending and supporting the 
different organizations. The proceeds went toward 
funding those returning to Jiba for various joyous 
events (YWC – WA 100th Anniversary April 2010; 
YMA – International Hinokishin Corps July 2009; 
Fife & Drum Corps/Aloha Band – Children’s 
Pilgrimage to Jiba July 2009). Thank you again. 

WA 100th Anniversary Pep Rally 
Schedule (2009)

May 30 (Sat) 9:30 a.m.    Mission HQ
May 30 (Sat) 5:00 p.m.   Maui Church
May 31 (Sun) 10:00 a.m.  Hilo Church

The Hui O Wahine Ohana will be holding 
a canned food drive for the Institute 
of Human Services, the shelter for the 
homeless. Food items such as all types of 
canned food, rice, shoyu, dressing, cereals, 
etc. are items greatly appreciated. Please 
bring it to Mission HQ by April 11th.

Tenrikyo Women’s 
AssociATion 

100th AnniversAry 

92nd Annual General meeting
Tenrikyo 173 (2010)

April 19 (Mon) 10 a.m.
Tenrikyo Church Headquarters, 

Inner Courtyard
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The Hungry Reporter

Mocha Cheesecake Brownies

Directions

Everyone loves a good dessert now and then. Lately I’ve de-
cided to do one good thing for myself a day. One day it may be 
to treat myself to a cup of coffee at Starbucks or one day it may 
be to allow myself the luxury of having a sugar packed dessert 
for a change. The ultimate is having coffee and a dessert at 
the Kunia Starbucks on my way home from work. I can catch 

the sunset at the same time from the well-situated sitting area 
overlooking the Waianae Mountain range. On one of those occasions I happened on 
a great mocha cheesecake recipe. Perfect for this month’s entry. Easy and good all 
in one! Enjoy!

Ingredients 
1 pkg. (19.5 oz.) brownie mix
1/2 cup  applesauce
3 egg whites, divided
1/4 cup  coffee

PREHEAT oven to 350°F. Mix brownie mix, applesauce, 2 of the egg whites and 
coffee. Pour into 13x9-inch baking pan sprayed with cooking spray.

MIX cream cheese, sugar, flour and remaining egg white until well blended. Spoon 
over brownie batter. Cut through batter with knife several times for marble effect.

BAKE 28 to 30 min. or until wooden toothpick inserted in center comes out with 
fudgy crumbs attached. Cool in pan on wire rack.

1 pkg. (8 oz.) PHILADELPHIA 1/3 Less 
Fat Cream Cheese, softened
1/2 cup  sugar
1/4 cup flour
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WA  = Women’s Association
BGA =  Boys & Girls Association
YMA = Young Men’s Association
YWC = Young Women’s Club

TSA  =   Tenrikyo Student Association
RH   = Rainbow Hale
WSN = Women’s Support Network
TCC =  Tenri Cultural Center

April 2009

6th Mon WA Monthly Meeting  Mission HQ      9:00 AM

7th Tue Monthly Hinokishin Day Mission HQ    9:00 AM  

  Oyasama Birth Celebration Concert     Mission HQ    7:00 PM

8th Wed YMA/YWC Monthly Meeting  Rainbow Hale      7:30 PM

9th  Thu BGA Staff Meeting   Mission HQ    7:30 PM

11th Sat Monthly Service   Mission HQ    9:00 AM 

  Aloha Band & Pompom Practice Mission HQ   1:30 PM

  Nuuanu Hale Visitation  Nuuanu Hale   9:30 AM

13th Mon Monthly Nioigake Day  Mission HQ      9:00 AM

19th Sun BGA Oyasama’s Birthday Activity Mission HQ    10:00 AM

26th Sun Monthly Yohaishiki  Mission HQ    9:00 AM

May 2009

2nd  Sat All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day Honolulu Zoo   9:00 AM

5th  Tue Monthly Hinokishin Day  Mission HQ    9:00 AM
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WA-YMA-YWC
GenerAl MeetinG

May 16, Saturday  9:30 a.m.

Hawaii Mission Headquarters

 FOOD BAZAAR - Yakisoba, Oden, etc.

Please join us!


