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Message from the Head of the Overseas Department
February 26, Tenrikyo 171

	 Today,	 chilling	 rains	 poured	 since	 morning	 and	 with	 severely	 cold	
temperatures,	 the	February	monthly	 service	was	held	 in	high	 spirits	with	 the	
Shinbashira	as	the	core.	

	 In	 his	 prayer,	 the	 Shinbashira	 expressed	 that	 we	 strive	 to	 administer	 the	
Sazuke,	which	we	were	bestowed,	by	pledging	to	apply	our	effort	toward	single-
hearted	 salvation	and	we	would	begin	 to	 accumulate	virtue	 at	our	 respective	
churches,	 so	 that	we	can	become	useful	materials	 for	 the	construction	of	 the	
Joyous	Life	world.	He	expressed	that	we	would	further	our	determination	to	walk	
the	path	of	spiritual	maturity	so	that	Oyasama	may	utilize	us	as	Her	instruments.		
He	also	prayed	that	the	churches,	which	are	the	foundation	for	the	hearts	and	
minds	of	people,	would	become	models	of	the	Joyous	Life	in	their	respective	
communities.		

	 Following	 the	 service,	 Honbu-in	 Rev.	 Tomiharu	 Iwatani	 delivered	 the	
sermon.
	
	 Rev.	Iwatani	expressed	that	while	serving	on	this	path,	it	is	important	that	we	
clearly	understand	the	Intention	of	the	Parent.		That	Intention	can	be	recognized	
by	understanding	the	following,

1.	God	the	Parent’s	Intention	behind	the	creation	human	beings	at	the	beginnings	
of	origin,

2.	God’s	declaration	at	the	beginning	of	the	Teachings,	and	

3.	 The	 Intention	 behind	 the	 original	 day	 when	 Oyasama	 hid	 her	 physical	
presence.

	 He	 continued	 his	 talk	 utilizing	 quotes	 from	 the	 Ofudesaki	 and	 Divine	
Directions	to	reference	to	his	experiences	when	talking	to	people	while	sprinkling	
the	fragrance	of	the	teachings	and	doing	salvation	work.

	 The	Successors	of	the	Path	Seminars	held	in	the	overseas	diocese	are	now	
nearing	its	ending	stages.		I	pray	that	each	seminar	be	held	successfully	without	
mishap	 and	 that	 we	 exert	 our	 utmost	 sincerity	 in	 that	 effort.	 	 I	 ask	 for	 your	
continued	support	and	cooperation.		

Yoichiro	Miyamori,	head	of	the	Overseas	Department
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February Grand Service Prayer

Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, who resides in this shrine, 
I, (Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii) pray 

with reverence.
As we live in this world taught to us as the bosom of God the Parent, we 

constantly receive Your over-flowing grace and blessings, which grants us 
the free use of our bodies as we advance toward the realization of the joyous 
life world. These boundless blessings are truly more than we can expect. We 
deeply express our gratitude for Your grace, as we proceed in high spirits 

toward the path of sincerity, which we are shown through the Divine Model of 
Oyasama. Today is the day we are granted to conduct the February monthly 
service at this mission headquarters. The service performers will unite their 

hearts to perform the seated service and Teodori joyously in high spirits. 
Today, as you view the brothers and sisters of the path who have looked 

forward to this day singing the songs of the service in unison with hearts filled 
with gratitude for Your parental love, we hope that You can be spirited as 

well.
From February 4th till the 15th, 23 students and instructors from the Tenri 
Kyoko Gakuin High School came to Hawaii and experienced the English 

language and culture under the care of various churches and mission stations. 
The sincere care of each home-stay family deepened their experiences and 

they were able to return to Jiba advanced in spiritual maturity. We vow 
to exert our effort for those who are troubled and worried that they have 

nowhere to turn to, and we vow to imbed in our hearts, the joy of following 
unwaveringly, the path of sincerity for generations to come. We further 
resolve to devote ourselves in the effort of single-hearted salvation by 

planting seeds that will enable the realization of the Joyous Life.
May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity, and we ask that you guide 
us toward reconstructing the world where we can spend our days living in 

harmony by helping one another. Together with everyone present, I pray for 
these blessings.

.
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Mission HQ February Monthly Service Sermon

Reverend Lynn So
(Tenrikyo Mission Headquarters of Hawaii)

	 Good	morning	everyone.		Thank	you	
for	joyously	participating	in	the	February	
monthly	 service.	 I	 kindly	 ask	 for	 your	
attention.		

	 I	 would	 like	 to	 acknowledge	 Mrs.	
Shigemi	 Nakao	 for	 translating	 today.		
Thank	you,	Shigemi	san.

	 Chochosan	 (The	 bishop)	 called	 and	
explained	 that	 besides	 the	 months	 for	
January	 and	 October,	 which	 he	 will	 be	
lecturing,	for	the	next	two	or	three	years,	
the	fortunate	speakers	will	have	a	chapter	
from	“The	Doctrine	of	Tenrikyo”	to	speak	
about.	 	 I	 said,	 “Oh,	 good	 idea,	 we	 have	
a	 subject.”	 	 Then	 he	 said,	 “By	 the	 way	
February	 of	 08,	 please	 cover	 Chapter	

one	of	 “The	Doctrine	of	Tenrikyo.”	 	My	
thoughts	were,	what	is	Chapter	one	about,	
gee	 I	 never	 taught	 the	 Doctrine	 before,	
or	 can	 I	 refuse?	 	 Chapter	 One	 is	 titled	
“Oyasama.”		I	will	not	be	able	to	cover	the	
whole	chapter	today,	but	for	the	next	two	
or	three	years	it	should	be	completed.

	 First,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 familiarize	
ourselves	with	a	historical	scenario	so	that	
we	can	best	understand	the	circumstances	
of	that	certain	period	in	time.

	 It	 is	 1838,	 the	 year	 of	 the	 Divine	
Revelation	through	which	Miki	Nakayama	
becomes	 the	 Shrine	 of	 God	 the	 Parent,	
whom	we	call	Oyasama,	begins	spreading	
the	Teachings	of	Tenrikyo.	 	 Japan	 is	 still	
a	 feudal	 society,	 highly	 conservative	 in	
its	 ideas,	 which	 were	 jealously	 protected	
from	 innovation	 and	 change.	 	 In	 other	
words,	 everything	 was	 considered	 to	
be	 perfect…at	 least	 for	 the	 controlling	
body	 of	 people.	 	 Strict	 control	 was	 held	
by	 the	 Bakufu,	 the	 military	 government	
established	 in	 Tokyo	 in	 1603	 by	 Ieyasu	
Tokugawa, the first Shogun.  This samurai 
clan	 maintained	 control	 over	 the	 feudal	
society	 of	 Japan	 for	 265	 years	 until	 the	
Bakufu	 War	 and	 the	 Meiji	 restoration	 in	
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January Grand Service Sermon
1868.	 	During	 the	control	of	 the	Bakufu,	
every	aspect	of	life	was	strictly	controlled	
and	 regulated.	 	 How	 to	 wear	 your	 hair,	
your	 dress,	 your	 work,	 your	 house	 style,	
what	 to	grow,	who	you	could	marry,	and	
even	 what	 to	 learn,	 were	 all	 controlled.		
All	people	below	the	Shogun	were	divided	
into	the	following	classes,	with	the	highest	
being	the	Samurai:

	 Shogun,	 then	 Samurai,	 Farmers,	
Craftsmen	and	Merchants.	Outcasts	were	
the	lowest	class	of	people

1)	 The	 farmers	 were	 given	 special	
privileges	being	right	under	the	samurai	to	
make	them	feel	important	for	their	role	as	
rice	growers,	which	were	taken	as	taxes	by	
the	Samurai.

2)				The	craftsmen	were	next	for	their	role	
in	 crafting	 swords,	 weapons	 and	 armor	
needed	by	the	samurai	class.

3)	 	 The	 merchants	 were	 last	 and	 were	
mainly	 imposed	 with	 harsh	 taxes	 by	 the	
samurai	 class	 to	 support	 their	 lifestyles.		
Marriage	between	the	samurai	class		 a n d	
the	other	classes	were	not	allowed.

4)				The	Outcasts

	 Oyasama	 was	 born	 during	 the	 late	
Tokugawa	 period	 in	 1798.	 	 Her	 lifespan	
covers	 the	 last	 70	 years	 of	 old	 feudal	
Japan	and	goes	20	years	into	the	new	age	
of	 the	 Meiji	 Restoration.	 	 Was	 this	 just	
coincidence	or	was	there	a	greater	divine	

intention	for	these	cataclysmic	changes	in	
the	world:		Oyasama	lived	during	a	time	of	
great transition, reflective of an indication 
that	the	world	was	about	to	undergo	great	
changes.		

	 During	 the	 1830’s	 and	 1840’s,	 the	
Bakufu	 or	 military	 government	 began	 to	
lose	its	prestige	and	authority.		The	arrival	
of	Western	ships	 in	Japanese	waters	split	
the	 Japanese	 into	 two	 opposing	 factions,	
one	opting	for	“opening	the	country”	and	
the	others	 for	“expelling	 the	barbarians.”		
When	these	combined	with	the	movement	
to	 “revere	 the	 Emperor	 and	 topple	 the	
Bakufu”,	 public	 feeling	 became	 full	 of	
unrest	 and	 turmoil.	 	 Compounding	 these	
troubles	 was	 the	 extreme	 poverty	 of	 the	
people	who	were	oppressed	by	successive	
poor	harvests	and	continual	famine.

	 The	 transition	 from	 the	 old	 feudal	
society	to	the	Meiji	Era	represents	a	period	
of	 dramatic	 change	 that	 is	 unparalleled	
in	 Japanese	 history.	 	 Despite	 the	 many	
changes	 and	 striking	 advancements	
made	since	then,	the	Meiji	Era	still	bears	
many	 resemblances	 to	 present-day	 Japan	
in	 terms	 of	 social	 structure,	 customs,	
morality	and	ethics,	religious	beliefs,	and	
almost every other conceivable field.  The 
preceding	Tokugawa	period,	on	the	other	
hand,	seems	to	be	a	remote	age	and	having	
few	 links	 with	 the	 present.	 	 What	 really	
effected	 this	 cataclysmic	 change	 was	 the	
Meiji	Restoration	 in	1868,	30	years	after	
Oyasama	 became	 the	 Shrine	 of	 God	 the	
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January Grand Service Sermon
Parent	 in	 1838.	 	 	 This	 Dramatic	 change	
happened	in	the	latter	part	after	Oyasama	
became	 the	 Shrine	 of	 God	 and	 at	 a	 time	
when the people finally began to follow 
Her	teachings	after	more	than	30	years	of	
poverty.

	 The	following	chart	shows	the	change	
over	 from	 the	 feudal	 period	 to	 the	 Meiji	
Restoration	 Era	 and	 how	 Oyasama’s	 life	
as	 the	 Shrine	 of	 God	 overlaps	 the	 two	
contrasting	eras:

	 70	years	during	old	feudal	Japan	and	
20	years	in	the	Meiji	Restoration.

	 Now	one	year	before	the	Revelation,	
starting	on	October	26,	1837.		The	scenario	
is	the	year	1837,	Miki	Nakayama	has	been	
married	to	Zenbei	Nakayama	for	26	years	
since	She	was	13	years	old.		The	Nakayama	
family	was	of	the	farmer	class,	just	below	
the	samurai	class.		They	enjoyed	prestige	as	
a	large	landowner	of	about	39	acres.		Miki	
Nakayama	was	in	charge	of	the	household	
that	included	many	servants	and	workers.		
By	 now,	 there	 were	 four	 children	 left	 of	
six	born:	Shuji,	Omasa,	Oharu	and	Kokan	
who	was	born	in	this	year	of	1837.

	 In	 this	 same	 year,	 on	 October	 26,	
Zenbei’s	eldest	son,	Shuji,	then	seventeen,	
felt	a	sudden	pain	in	his	left	leg	while	he	
was sowing barley in the fields alone with 
his	mother	Miki.		The	pain	was	so	severe	
that	 he	 was	 barely	 able	 to	 return	 home,	
using	his	rake	as	his	crutch.		A	physician	

was	consulted	immediately,	and	though	he	
did	his	utmost	by	applying	a	mentholated	
ointment,	nothing	seemed	to	ease	the	pain	
at	all.

	 Being	a	kind	man	and	 loving	 father,	
Zenbei	 grieved	 to	 see	 his	 son	 writhing	
in	 pain.	 	 He	 accepted	 someone’s	 advice	
to	send	a	messenger	 to	Nagataki	Village,	
about five miles east of Shoyashiki Village, 
to	request	a	Shugendo	practitioner	named	
Ichibei	Nakano,	to	perform	a	prayer-ritual.	
Ichibei was affiliated with Mount Omine 
which	 was	 one	 of	 the	 great	 traditional	
centers	and	he	was	reputed	to	be	unequaled	
by	anyone	within	a	25	mile	radius.

	 However,	 Ichibei	 was	 not	 home	 but	
the	messenger	was	sent	again	on	the	28th,	
whereupon	 Ichibei	 accepted	 the	 request	
and	 performed	 a	 prayer	 immediately.		
He	 told	 the	 messenger,	 “His	 leg	 pain	 is	
a	 curse	 for	 having	 stepped	 on	 a	 stone	 in	
the	washing	area	while	the	god	Isonokami	
was	inhabiting	it.		If	an	apology	is	made,	
he	should	recover.”	

	 The	 messenger	 returned	 home	 and	
upon	 reporting	 what	 happened,	 it	 was	
discovered	that	Shuji’s	leg	pain	vanished	at	
the	exact	time	the	prayer	had	been	offered.		
Nevertheless,	on	the	following	day,	the	29th,	
the	 pain	 returned.	 	Again	 the	 messenger	
was	sent	and	a	second	prayer	was	offered.		
This	time	it	was	the	Tenmangu	deity	that	
descended	and	the	pain	disappeared	at	the	
exact	time	the	prayer	was	given.
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	 However,	 the	 pain	 returned	 on	 the	
following	day	and	again	a	messenger	was	
sent.		For	the	third	time,	a	prayer	was	given	
and	the	pain	again	disappeared.

	 After	 twenty	 days,	 the	 pain	 returned	
and	it	was	even	more	intense	than	before.		
Concerned	for	his	son,	Zenbei	climbed	the	
five-mile long path through the mountains 
to	visit	Ichibei	personally.		He	was	advised	
to	 hold	 an	 incantation,	 burning	 a	 ritual	
fire.  Zenbei discussed this with his wife, 
Miki,	and	they	agreed	to	follow	Ichibei’s	
proposal	 to	 have	 the	 ritual	 done	 at	 their	
residence.

	 These	 rituals	 were	 rather	 elaborate	
affairs	entailing	a	great	amount	of	expense	
since	 it	 was	 customary	 to	 invite	 the	
neighbors	to	attend	the	event.		The	medium	
hired	on	that	day	was	a	girl	named	Soyo.		
She	was	compensated	well,	for	holding	the	
“gohei”,	 the	 staff	with	 the	paper	 strands.		
After	performing	the	incantations,	Shuji’s	
pain	was	gone	for	about	six	months.		Please	
note	six	incantations	were	held	and	bear	in	
mind	of	the	large	amount	of	money	being	
spent.

	 Then	 on	 October	 23,	 1838,	 when	
Miki	was	41	years	of	age,	Shuji’s	leg	was	
again filled with excruciating pain.  At 10 
o’clock	in	the	evening,	just	as	the	family	
was	worrying	about	what	should	be	done,	
Miki	 was	 stricken	 with	 a	 severe	 pain	 in	
Her	back	and	Zenbei	complained	that	his	
eyes	hurt.

	 Ichibei,	who	was	in	Shoyashiki	Town	
at	 that	 time,	 was	 called	 and	 decided	 to	
hold	an	incantation	the	next	morning.		He	
summoned	 Soyo,	 the	 usual	 medium,	 but	
she	was	not	available.		Thereupon,	Ichibei	
requested	that	Miki	serve	as	medium	and	
bear	 the	 two	gohei.	 	 In	 the	middle	of	his	
prayer,	however,	Miki’s	demeanor	became	
solemn	 and	 Her	 countenance	 carried	 an	
air	of	divine	majesty.		Thereupon,	Ichibei	
inquired	with	profound	reverence,	“Which	
god	are	you?”		Through	the	mouth	of	Miki	
came	the	following	words:

	 “I	 am	 God	 of	 Origin,	 God	 in	 Truth.		
There	 is	 causality	 in	 this	 Residence.	 At	
this	time	I	have	descended	here	to	save	all	
humankind.	I	wish	to	receive	Miki	as	the	
Shrine	of	God.”		Unquote							

	 Thus,	 began	 three	 days	 of	 intense	
conversation	 between	 human	 beings	 and	
God	the	Parent.		Finally,	on	October	26	at	
8:30	in	the	morning,	Zenbei	accepted	and	
offered	Miki	as	the	Shrine	of	God	and	the	
Tenrikyo	faith	began	at	that	point.

 These were the first words of the 
Revelation	 of	 God	 the	 Parent	 as	 spoken	
through	the	mouth	of	Miki	Nakayama.		In	
these	First	four	lines,	God	is	telling	us	the	
reasons	of	the	revelation;	the	Who,	What,	
When,	Where	and	Why:

1)	Who:	God	of	Origin…God	in	Truth…
The	Creator
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2)	 What:	 “causality	 in	 this	 Residence”	
is	 the	Causality	of	 the	Soul	of	Oyasama,	
the	 original	 mother	 of	 human	 beings,	 to	
become	the	Shrine	of	God.

3)	 When:	 “at	 this	 time”	 refers	 to	 the	
Causality	of	 the	Promised	Time,	 to	bring	
back	 the	 original	 couple	 after	 the	 years	
equal	 to	number	of	original	human	souls	
elapsed.

4)	 Where:	 “descended	 here”	 is	 the	
Causality	of	the	Residence,	the	Jiba,	place	
of	original	human	creation.

5) Why: “save all humankind” signifies 
Universal	 salvation	 of	 all	 human	 beings	
and	lead	them	to	the	Joyous	Life.

The	 “causality	 in	 this	 Residence”	 is	
referring	 to	 the	 “Three	 Great	 Causalities	
of	person,	place,	and	time	as	described	in	
the	Truth	of	Origin.									(pg	26)

1)	 	Causality	of	the	Soul	of	Oyasama,	
to	be	the	Shrine	of	God	the	Parent.

2)	 Causality	 of	 the	 Residence,	 the	
Jiba,	 the	 original	 place	 of	 human	
conception.

3)	 Causality	 of	 the	 Promised	 Time,	
God’s	promise	to	bring	the	original	
couple	 back	 after	 the	 years	 equal	
to	the	number	of	original	children	
had	elapsed.

	 Oyasama	 for	 50	 years	 of	 hardships	

has shown us through Her first role as the                   
“Shrine of Tsukihi”	 	 by	 conveying	 the	
teaching	of	Tenrikyo.		During	Her	second	
role	as	the	“Parent of the Divine Model”,		
She	taught	the	Teachings	not	only	through	
Her	 spoken	 and	 written	 words	 but	 She	
demonstrated	 the	 Teaching	 through	 Her	
own	example.		During	Her	third	role	as	the	
“Parent of the	Teachings”	the	teachings	
of	God	the	Parent	were	conveyed	through	
the	 mouth	 of	 Oyasama.	 	 She	 wrote	 the	
religious	 scriptures,	 the	 Ofudesaki--The	
Tip	of	the	Writing	Brush,	and	the	Mikagura		
Uta—Songs	for	the	Service.

	 Now	 may	 I	 talk	 about	 my	
experiences.

	 Last	 year	 I	 was	 asked	 to	 teach	 the	
“Life	of	Oyasama”	at	 the	Jiba	during	the	
English	Three	Month	Missionary	Course	
that	takes	place	April	–	June.		The	English	
class	 had	 26	 students	 from	 all	 over	 the	
world	 and	 also	 there	 were	 26	 teachers	
among	 us.	 	 There	 were	 two	 English	
teachers,	 two	 Chinese	 teachers,	 and	 the	
rest	were	teaching	the	Japanese	groups.		To	
teach	this	course	is	a	treasured	experience	
that	God	the	Parent	has	allowed	me	to	take	
part	in.		During	this	period,	I	was	able	to	
see	 the	 Kanrodai	 Service	 six	 times,	 four	
times	during	the	day	and	two	times	during	
the	 evening.	 	 For	 daytime	 services,	 the	
Three	Month	Missionary	Course	teachers	
sat	on	the	west	side	of	the	sanctuary	in	the	
inner	area	closest	to	the	wooden	platform	
where	 the	 men’s	 instruments	 are,	 so	 you	
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have	 a	 pretty	 good	 view	 of	 the	 Kagura	
performers.	 	 I	 believe	 it	 was	 during	 the	
April	 monthly	 service	 for	 the	 Kagura	
Service,	Rev.	Masahiko	Iburi	and	his	wife	
took	the	positions	of	Izanagi	no	Mikoto—
the	 model	 of	 man,	 the	 seed	 and	 Izanami	
no	 Mikoto—the	 model	 for	 woman,	 the	
seedplot.		They	tied	a	white	cloth	around	
their	 heads	 and	 their	 helpers	 assisted	 in	
putting	on	their	respective	Kagura	Masks.		
Then	 right	 after	 that,	 I	 saw	 Mrs.	 Iburi	
gently	 tuck	 in	 something	 in	 Rev.	 Iburi’s	
mask.		When	Rev.	Iburi	turned	and	faced	
Mrs.	Iburi,	I	saw	that	the	white	cloth	was	
showing	on	his	 left	 side.	 	Mrs.	 Iburi	had	
tucked	the	white	cloth	under	his	mask.		Her	
gesture	moved	me	to	tears.			It	was	a	subtle	
gesture	 of	 mutual	 help	 among	 husband	
and	 wife.	 	 It	 was	 just	 so	 beautiful.	 	 One	
of	the	Japanese	teachers	asked	me	if	I	was	
okay,	since	he	saw	me	crying	so	much.		I	
explained	what	I	just	saw,	the	mutual	help	
between	 Izanagi	 no	 Mikoto	 and	 Izanami	
no	Mikoto.		He	said,	“Yes	So	sensei,	it	is	
not	just	about	sex.”		We	both	giggled	a	bit.		
I	will	try	my	best	at	home,	too.	

	 While	teaching	the	“Life	of	Oyasama”,	
after	the	class	lesson,	I	would	daily	tell	a	
personal	 experience	 according	 to	 the	 ten	
chapters	 talking	 about	 the	 hardships	 of	
my	parents	and	Aunty	Merika,	my	youth,	
my	 adulthood,	 being	 a	 mother,	 a	 wife,	 a	
daughter-in-law,	a	Reverend,	etc.		

	 For	 example,	 Chapter	 Three	 titled,	
“On	 the	 way”,	 we	 read	 that,	 according	

to	 the	 wishes	 of	 God	 the	 Parent,	 all	 the	
members	 of	 the	 Nakayama	 family	 wore	
cotton	montsuki,	crested	formal	garments,	
even when they went out to the fields, 
which	 was	 quite	 awkward.	 	 Oyasama’s	
son	 Shuji	 while	 selling	 vegetables	 and	
firewood around the countryside, was 
called	“Montsuki-san,	Montsuki-san,”	by	
the	villagers.		So	according	to	this	subject,	
I	 told	 a	 story	 that	 if	 you	 don’t	 use	 your	
Osazuke-“Divine	 Grant	 of	 Prayer”,	 	 you	
would	likely	forget	the	procedures.		So	the	
story	went	like	this.		About	six	years	ago,	
I	asked	my	husband,	Jimmy	to	administer	
the	 “Divine	 Grant	 of	 Prayer”	 for	 I	 had	
a	 severe	 case	 of	 coughing.	 	 He	 refused	
saying	that	I	should	go	to	Honolulu	Church	
to	have	Colin	Kaicho	(Head	Minister)	or	
Kayo	 Okusan	 (Mrs.)	 to	 do	 it.	 I	 beg	 and	
cried and he finally agreed.  He started 
singing	it	incorrectly.

	 Ashikio	haroo….I	corrected	him	and	
sang	 it	 together…Ashiki	 harai	 tasuke	
tamae	Tenri	o	no	Mikoto…..Namu	tasuke	
tamae	Tenri	o	no	Mikoto…..(demonstrated	
by	 pressing	 hands	 over	 my	 chest)	 	 My	
husband	being	rascal	wanted	to	touch	my	
chest…..So	 I	 tried	 to	 stop	 his	 hands	 but	
I	 had	 no	 strength….Namu	 tasuke	 tamae	
Tenri	 o	 no	 Mikoto…..(demonstrated	 by	
pressing	hands	over	my	chest)		I	told	him	
to	stop	it,	Namu	tasuke	tamae	Tenri	o	no	
Mikoto…..(demonstrated	 by	 pressing	
hands	 over	 my	 chest),	 but	 he	 said,”	 Be	
quiet	 I	 am	 doing	 the	 Osazuke	 (Divine	
Grant).”		
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	 	 	 March Monthly Service

March 16, 2008 (Sunday, 9:00 a.m.)
Sermon “The Path of Single-hearted Salvation” 

in Japanese by Reverend Michioki Inafuku

English Translation by Janyce Imoto

	 The	whole	class	laughed	so	hard	and	
I	told	them	that	from	that	day	on,	instead	
of	“Montsuki-san,	Montsuki-san”,	I	called	
him,	 “Omune-san,	 Omune-san	 (“Mr.
Breast,	 Mr.Breast”).	 	 We	 had	 a	 hilarious	
day.	 	 These	 were	 just	 a	 few	 experiences	
that	took	place	during	my	three	months	in	
Jiba.		

	 In	 closing,	 in	 the	 Shinbashira’s	
Instruction	Two,	he	stresses	the	importance	
for	 us	 to	 “emulate”	 the	 Divine	 Model	
of	 Oyasama.	 	 What	 does	 it	 mean?	 	 The	
dictionary’s	 meaning	 of	 “emulate”	 is	 to	
“imitate	with effort	to	equal	or	surpass”.		
Oyasama	 showed	 Her	 children	 (human	
beings)	kind	heartedness,	non-judgmental	

character,	 always	 nurturing	 us	 with	 Her	
Motherly	 love.	 	She	also	always	stressed	
for	Her	children	to	learn	the	Seated	Service	
and	 the	 Hand	 Dance	 correctly,	 for	 the	
Service	is	the	answer	for	world	salvation,	
so	 that	 all	 humankind	 may	 live	 in	 peace	
and	harmony.		We	must	try	to	emulate	the	
Divine	Model	of	Oyasama.		We	must	put	
our	sincere	effort	into	this.

	 Thank	 you	 very	 much	 for	 your	 kind	
attention.	 	 Next	 year	 February,	 Chapter	
one	of	the	“Doctrine	of	Tenrikyo”	will	be	
continued.		Thank	you	again.		
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Open to anyone with some basic knowledge 
of the Tenrikyo teachings, ages 17-40 years. 

Successors of the Path Seminar
Saturday, March 29, 2008

Tenrikyo Mission Headquarters of Hawaii
8:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. 

Please inquire with your head minister or 
Mission HQ for further information

Keynote Speaker

Rev. Hiroshi Fuyaka (Honbu Juin)
“Living Our Joy of Faith”

Guest Speakers
Rev. Robert Kokuryo

Head Minister of Granville Church (Canada)
“Embracing the Divine Model in our Daily Lives”

Mrs. Kay Morishita
Wife of the Head Minister of Brotherhood Church (Los Angeles)

“Balancing Work, Family, Church & Spirituality”
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Faraway Friends of the Path

Lewis Nakao
Pearl Church / Tengen Direct Branch Church

Hello	 everyone!	 	 I	 am	 currently	 a	
graduate	student	studying	Computer	Science	
attending	 Southern	 Oregon	 University	
(SOU)	 in	Ashland,	 Oregon.	 	 I	 have	 been	
attending	SOU	for	4	years,	 this	being	my	
5th	and,	to	me,	it	is	a	very	long	time	away	
from	home.		I	visit	Hawaii	during	the	winter	
and summer vacations but it definitely does 
not	 leave	 enough	 time	 to	 contribute	 fully	
to	 the	 Tenrikyo	 community	 in	 Hawaii,	
which	is	something	I	want	to	do	always.		I	
always	miss	participating	in	the	Hinokishin	
activities	and	YMA	events	because	I	really	
enjoy	 doing	 Hinokishin.	 	 Some	 people	
confuse	 it	 for	work	but	 then	 it	would	not	
be	called,	“Hinokshin;”	it	would	be	called	
“work.”	 	You	 must	 do	 Hinokishin	 with	 a	
mind	 of	 sincerity	 and	 gratitude	 towards	
God	the	Parent,	which	is	why	I	enjoy	it	so	
much	and	I	have	a	lot	to	be	grateful	for.

Just	being	in	Oregon	living	on	my	own,	
I	am	very	free	and	independent.	 	 I	do	not	

need	 to	 wake	 up	 for	 morning	 service	 or	
get	home	before	the	evening	service.		But	
I	have	a	purpose	to	be	here,	and	that	is	to	
get	an	education.	 	Through	the	support	of	
my	family,	friends,	and	the	many	blessings	
of	 God	 the	 Parent,	 I	 was	 able	 to	 receive	
my	 bachelor’s	 degree	 and	 enjoy	 4	 years	
of	a	successful	college	life.		I	had	a	lot	of	
fun	 and	 experienced	 many	 new	 things.	 	 I	
sometimes	stop	and	think	about	how	lucky	
I	 am	 and	 sometimes	 feel	 ashamed	 when	
I	 complain.	 	 I	 then	 realize	 that	 I	 should	
practice	the	teachings	more	often.	

Sometimes, I find myself limited to 
any	 opportunity	 to	 practice	 the	 teachings	
because	I	must	be	focused	on	my	studies.		
So	sometimes	I	need	to	be	creative.		From	
time	to	time,	my	friends	would	just	need	to	
talk,	so	I	did,	and	sometimes	conveyed	some	
of	the	teachings.		I	thought	about	spreading	
the	teachings	through	building	websites.		It	
required	 much	 collaboration	 with	 others	
and	 time	 to	 make	 an	 entire	 resource	 for	
Tenrikyo.	 	So	I	created	a	website	for	Roy	
Forbes,	 Tenrikyology	 [http://tenrikyology.
com],	 a	 website	 to	 share	 Roy’s	 extensive	
knowledge	 of	 Tenrikyo	 and	 religion	 in	
general.		Please	visit	when	you	have	time.

Recently,	 a	 friend	 of	 mine	 had	 been	
going	 through	a	 rough	 time,	 suffering	 the	
loss	 of	 several	 loved	 ones	 within	 a	 short	
period	of	time	and,	on	top	of	that,	she	was	
struck	with	illness.	I	was	fully	aware	of	her	
situation	as	it	happened,	but	only	at	the	peak	
of	her	hardship,	I	realized	that	this	was	an	
opportunity	to	perform	the	Sazuke.	Though	
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I	visited	her	often	to	talk,	it	took	me	a	while	
because	 the	 thought	 of	 administering	 the	
Sazuke	hardly	crossed	my	mind	and	I	felt	
guilty	 for	 forgetting	 the	 teachings	 when	 I	
should	be	ready	to	practice	them	at	all	times.	
I	administered	the	Sazuke	three	times,	each	
time,	explaining	the	teachings	of	the	Mental	
Dust	and	reminding	her	that	she	should	be	
grateful	 for	 the	 blessings	 she	 has	 despite	
the	unfortunate	events.	This	comforted	her	
greatly and helped her through her difficult 
situation.	 	 	 I	 was	 happy	 to	 have	 had	 that	
experience, especially this being my first 

time	 to	 administer	 the	 Sazuke	 in	 Oregon.		
After	 this	 experience	 I	 thought	 about	 the	
importance	of	spiritual	maturity	and	how	it	
has	helped	me	through	life	and	my	friend	by	
having	attained	a	certain	 level	of	 spiritual	
maturity.		Attaining	spiritual	maturity	is	to	
ultimately	 lead	 others	 to	 the	 Joyous	 Life	
and	this	experience	of	helping	a	friend	has	
reignited	my	path	toward	spiritual	maturity.		
Please	 visit	 my	 website	 for	 more	 my	
encounters	with	the	teachings	and	other	life	
experiences	as	well	[http://lewdev.net].

Young Faith Expressions

by Jayson Medeiros

Tenrikyo Waikiki Church

Hello,	 my	 name	 is	 Jayson	 Medeiros,	
the	 “BIG	 JAYSON”	 and	 I	 am	 a	 yoboku	
from	Waikiki	Church	/	Shuto	Daikyokai.		

I	 recently	 returned	 from	 Jiba,	 after	

about	a	two-year	stay.		I	was	asked	to	write	
something	for	the	Origins	but	don’t	worry,	
I’ll	keep	it	short	and	sweet.	

In	2004,	I	attended	TLI	for	a	year	 to	
study	 Japanese	 and	 to	 experience	 what	
all	 the	TLI	students	before	me,	from	Ha-
waii,	 had	 talked	 about.	 	 Before	 I	 left	 to	
Jiba,	my	plans	were	to	complete	TLI	then	
come	home	and	apply	the	Japanese	that	I	
learned	there,	here	in	Hawaii.		But	to	make	
a	long	story	short,	after	graduation,		I	was	
assigned	to	work	at		Shonenkai	(Boy’s	and	
Girl’s	Association)	headquarters.		I	was	a	
staff	member	there	for	about	a	year.		

Now	when	you	think	Shonenkai,	what	
is the first thing that comes to mind?  The 
children, right?  Well, for the first two 
months	or	so,	I	saw	no	children.		Not	even	
one.		Just	work,	work,	and	more	work.	The	

continued on page 16...
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days	were	so	long.		I	have	to	admit	that	I	
was	 so	down	about	 that	because	 the	 rea-
son	that	I	joined	Shonenkai	was	to	interact	
with	the	kids.		It	was	about	the	3rd	month	
when	I	got	word	that	I	would	be	going	to	
an	elementary	school	to	play	with	the	kids.		
I	was	 so	 excited	when	 I	heard	 the	news,	
and	when	I	went	there	it	was	so	much	fun.		
The	day	went	by	so	fast.	I	was	there	for	a	
couple	of	hours,	but	 it	 felt	 like	only	half	
an hour.  After I got back to the office, a 
few	 of	 my	 friends	 asked	 me.	 “How	 was	
it”?				I	told	them	the	kinds	of	games	we	
played,	 and	 how	 much	 the	 children	 &	 I	
had	fun.		Then	one	of	them	asked	me	how		
I	felt	about	Shonenkai	now.		And	I	replied,	
“It’s	awesome,	it’s	the	greatest	thing	in	the	
world	to	be	in	Shonenkai!”		

Then	he	looked	at	me	and	smiled	and	
said,	 “It’s	 funny	 how	 sad	 you	 were	 yes-
terday,	and	today	you’re	so	happy.”		That	

made	me	think	about	all	of	the	hard	work	
that	I	had	been	doing	and	I	realized	that	it	
was	all	for	the	kids.		

When	 I	 went	 home	 that	 night,	 I	
couldn’t	 sleep.	 	 I	 kept	 hearing	 the	 word	
“tanno”	over	&	over	in	my	head.		So	the	
next	day,	when	I	went	to	work,	I	 tried	to	
apply	 the	 message	 which	 I	 received	 the	
night before.  At first it was very hard.  I 
found	myself	complaining	again.		Then	af-
ter	 awhile,	 it	 got	 easier	 and	 realized	 that	
the days were just flying by.  I also noticed 
that	 my	 mood	 had	 changed	 and	 realized	
that	with	“tanno”	in	my	life,	I’m	a	happier	
and	better	person.	

And	in	conclusion,	before	you	all	stop	
reading	 this	 in	 boredom,	 a	 week	 later,	 it	
was	 Kodomo	 Ojibagaeri	 (Children’s	 Pil-
grimage	to	Jiba),	all	 the	kids,	all	 the	fun,	
(yeah,	my	dreams	had	come	true)	 	and	it	
was all goofin’ around from there. 

THE	BIG	ONE…OUT!!
	

continued from page 15...

We are waiting for you! Great way for kids to join a club at a young age. 
For more details and to get an application please contact 

Melvin Iwata at 537-4852

Tenri Hawaii Judo Club
Days:	Monday,	Wednesday,	Friday,	Saturdayof	every	week
Time:	(Mon,Wed,	Fri)	5:30-8:30	(until	6:30	for	beginners)

(Sat)	9:00-11:00	am	All	groups	practice

14
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What Do You Think?

Sumako Forbes (76)
“I can help towards world peace by administering 
the Sazuke to those that are in pain, helping church 
headquarters, and by saying just a word. I can also 
help by doing the service every Sunday and pray for us 
and people around the world.”

Steven Nakao (50+)
“By following in the Mikagura-Uta. By depending on 
the words of God The Parent spoken through Oyasama. 
So by having faith and performing the service, we can 
bring about world peace. By performing the service for 
all mankind, thus world peace will come.”

Trina Inouye (31)
“One person can make a difference. By helping one 
another. I’m telling you helping one another is a 
good thing! But who does that? NOBODY! That’s 
why we are always at war, because people are 
fighting because they are too selfish.”

Q: How do you think your faith will help to bring 
about world peace? How can one person’s faith help 
towards world peace?

Ron Horikawa (12)
“If we help each other than we may be able to 
help people across the world. I can be friends with 
someone and they can pass that on to other people. 
And then we will all be friends in this world & friends 
don’t fight with each other.”

15
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ISLAND LIFE
   Nu’uanu Hale Mochi Pounding
					On	February	19	(Tuesday)	from	10:00	
in	the	morning,	the	Mission	HQ	staff	mem-
bers	 were	 given	 the	 opportunity	 to	 per-
form	a	mochi	pounding	demonstration	at	
Nu’uanu	Hale,	an	elderly	care	home	next	
door.	 	Although	 it	was	a	short	30	minute	
program,	over	20	residents	and	employees	
gathered	 in	 the	 patio	 to	 enjoy	 this	 tradi-
tional	Japanese	culture.		During	the	dem-
onstration, a few employees gave mochi pounding a try for the first time, making the 
occasion	exceptionally	joyous.				

   Hawai’i Island Women’s Association 
                     Oyasama Birth Celebration Concert

	 The	Hawai’i	Island	Women’s	Association	
held	 the	 9th	 Oyasama	 Birth	 Celebration	
Concert,	with	26	WA	members	and	seven	
others	in	attendance.		This	year,	the	event	
was	kindly	hosted	by	Kilauea	Church	and	
was	presided	by	 representatives	 from	 the	
Women’s	 Association	 Committee,	 Chair	
Masayo	Hamada,	Shigemi	Nakao	and	Yo-
shimi	Horikawa.	
	 Joining	 their	 hands	 together	 with	 Mrs.	
Hamada,	an	opening	prayer	was	made	 to	
God	the	Parent,	Oyasama	and	the	Memo-

rial.		Thereafter,	an	offertory	performance	of	the	Eight	Verses	of	the	Yorozuyo	through	
Chapter	Twelve	was	performed	with	four	rotations	of	three	performers	for	each	Koto,	
Shamisen	and	Kokyu.		
	 In	her	greetings,	Mrs.	Hamada	expressed	the	importance	of	expressing	daily	grati-
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continued from page 18...	
tude,	and	the	practice	of	making	a	daily	donation	in	anticipation	of	the	100th	Anniver-
sary	of	the	establishment	of	the	Women’s	Association.		To	widen	the	circle	even	further,	
she	invited	everyone	to	attend	the	commemorative	100th	Convention.		
	 A	 luncheon	followed	consisting	of	a	variety	of	delicious	 foods	contributed	by	 the	
respective	churches.	

Young Women’s Club 
Follow Miss Kokan 

Seminar
	 From	Saturday,	February	23	to	Sunday,	
February	24,	the	Follow	Miss	Kokan	Sem-
inar	 was	 held	 at	Tenrikyo	Taitan	 Church	
with	a	head	count	of	32	people.	Our	young	
women	gathered	together	to	practice	tun-
ing	 the	 women’s	 instruments,	 the	 hand	
dance,	and	folding	the	montsuki.	The	girls	
practiced	 diligently	 throughout	 the	 day	
and	slept	over	for	the	night	while	enjoying	
activities	such	as	watching	a	movie,	soap	
making,	 and	 quickie	 massages.	 And	 on	
24th,	the	participants	attended	the	monthly	
service	 at	Taitan	 church	 and	 held	 a	 fare-
well	party	for	a	departing	joshi-seinen	of	
the	Mission	HQ	at	lunch.	Thank	you	to	ev-
eryone	who	helped	make	this	year’s	event	
possible.

      Tenri Kyoko Gakuen High School
      Study Abroad Program

	 Studying	English	in	Hawaii?!		What	a	deal!		Twenty-three	lucky	students	and	teach-
ers	from	the	Tenri	Kyoko	Gakuen	High	School,	English	Course	lived,	studied	and	ex-
perienced	culture	in	Hawaii	from	February	4	(Mon)	through	15	(Fri).		Read	more	about	
their reflections on pages 21 - 23.  
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   2nd Tenri Cultural Center Hinokishin Day Held
	 	 	 	 	 Coordinated	 by	 the	 chairpersons	 of	
the	 “Three	 Associations”	 (YMA,	 WA	
&	 BGA),	 the	 2nd	 Tenri	 Cultural	 Center	
Hinokishin	Day	was	held	with	about	100	
participants	 which	 included	 help	 from	
Hawaii	 Tenri	 Judo,	 Saturday	 Japanese	
School	 and	 Hawaii	 Tenri	 Bunko.	 	 With	
a	 sense	 of	 stewardship	 and	 a	 unity	 of	
mind, they vacuumed the floors, wash the 
screens,	wiped	 the	windows,	 cleaned	 the	
tatami	 mats,	 the	 ceiling	 and	 bathrooms,	
raked	the	leaves,	weed	wacked	the	grass,	
cleaned	 the	 rain	 gutters	 and	 tended	 the	
Japanese	 garden.	 	 After	 the	 Hinokishin,	
the	 participants	 enjoyed	 fellowship	 and	
a	 scrumptious	 beef	 stew	 lunch	 made	 by	
the	 Women’s	 Association	 and	 dessert	
contributed	by	the	parents	of	Hawaii	Tenri	
Judo!	 	Later	 in	 the	 afternoon,	 the	Young	
Men’s	Association	held	their	annual	Sports	
Activity	 Day	 and	 farewell	 BBQ	 for	 the	
departing	young	live-in	staff	of	the	Hawaii	
Mission	HQ.

ISLAND LIFE

“Follow me, do it like this...”

Cleaning the rain gutter

A delicious lunch provided by the WAYoung and old do hinokishin together
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Tenri KyoKo GaKuen HiGH ScHool STudy abroad

Tenri	Kyoko	Gakuen	High	School’s	Division	II	English	
Course held its first annual Study Abroad Program in Hawaii 
from	 February	 4	 to	 16,	 2008.	 Accommodated	 by	 Hawaii	
Dendocho	(mission	headquarters)	and	several	local	churches,	
Nineteen	Kyoko	students	came	to	the	islands	to	study	English,	
learn	 about	 Hawaiian	 history	 and	 culture,	 and	 experience	
living	in	a	Tenrikyo	church	overseas.	

During the first week of our trip it rained in torrents like I 
had	never	seen	it	rain	before	in	Hawaii.	Surprisingly,	however,	
the	 torrential	 rain	 always	 seemed	 to	 stop	 or	 come	 to	 a	 drizzle	 whenever	 we	 had	 an	
outdoor	activity	planned.	Receiving	God	the	Parent’s	blessing,	we	were	able	to	carry	out	
every	activity	on	our	schedule.	The	12-day	program	consisted	of	enlightening	lectures,	
English	lessons	taught	by	local	followers,	exchanges	with	the	students	of	Leilehua	High	
School	and	TSA,	door	to	door	missionary	work	in	the	vicinity	of	Dendocho,	visits	to	
Pearl	Harbor,	Bishop	Museum,	and	Plantation	Village,	a	fun	and	exciting	hula	lesson,	
and	a	tiring	but	rewarding	hike	up	Diamond	Head.

The	students	were	all	very	 surprised	at	how	friendly	 the	people	 in	Hawaii	were.	
They	were	also	relieved	at	how	easy	it	was	for	them	to	develop	a	bond	with	their	host	
families, regardless of the difficulty they had communicating in English. In the student’s 
reflections, many students thought that more free time should have been allotted to the 
host	families	and	that	the	duration	of	the	home	stay	was	too	short.	Many	also	felt	that	
the	home	stays	were	one	of	the	most	enjoyable	and	memorable	experiences	on	the	trip.	
Mahalo	to	all	the	host	families	and	churches.

As	anticipated,	 there	were	a	 few	minor	problems	such	as	 the	 time	 restraints,	 the	
difficulty in refraining from speaking Japanese, and the commute on the heavily 
congested	 H-1	 during	 rush	 hour.	 Nevertheless,	 on	 the	 whole	 the	 program	 was	 very	
fruitful	and	productive.	I	am	certain	that	the	unforgettable	experience	the	students	had	
will encourage them to study English harder and will be beneficial to them as future 
missionaries	of	the	Path.

On	behalf	of	Tenri	Kyoko	Gakuen	High	School,	I	would	like	to	sincerely	thank	all	
the	people	who	were	involved	in	helping	us	make	this	year’s	program	a	success.	We	
look	forward	 to	having	another	successful	 trip	next	year,	and	ask	 for	your	continued	
support.	

Mahalo.
Scot	Mikuni	(Shuto	GC/Taiheiyo)
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What objectives have you set for yourself on this trip?
		“I	was	interested	in	hearing	the	thoughts	and	way	of	thinking	
of	the	local	Tenrikyo	members.”
How was the lifestyle here in Hawaii, particularly during 
your home-stay experience?
  “I	had	the	privilege	of	staying	at	Koshinokuni	Hawaii	
Church.		Everyone	was	very	busy	with	their	own	schedules,	

but	everyone	contributed	to	each	of	our	activities	and	schedule	
in	their	own	way	and	I	was	very	thankful	for	that.		Currently,	
my	father	is	in	the	hospital,	but	somehow	I	felt	as	though	I	
was	living	with	him.		It	was	then	that	I	was	able	to	realize	the	
importance	of	family.”

What are your future aspirations? 
		“Despite	the	fact	that	I	live	in	Jiba	and	can	go	to	the	Jiba	to	pray	anytime	I	want,	
I’ve	only	now	realized	how	thankful	I	am,	through	my	experience	in	Hawaii.		When	
I	return	to	Japan,	I	want	to	convey	what	I	have	learned	and	realized	in	Hawaii	to	the	
people	around	me.		I	love	the	people	of	Hawaii!	Let’s	meet	again!”

Odo,	Takaharu
(Koga	GC/

Ichihama	BC)

Kyoko Gakuen High School Student Reflections

What objectives have you set for yourself on this trip?
		“I	wanted	to	converse	with	the	locals	in	English	without	being	
embarrassed	or	hesitant	to	speak.”
How was the lifestyle here in Hawaii, particularly during 
your home-stay experience?
		“I	had	the	privilege	of	staying	at	Taitan	Church.		On	our	last	
day	there,	we	accompanied	the	church	members	in	salvation	
work.		I	was	able	to	truly	realize	that	the	expression	of	true	
sincerity	in	praying	for	someone	to	be	saved	through	the	Sazuke	
is	the	most	unchangeable	and	greatest	aspect	of	Tenrikyo	in	
anywhere	you	go	in	the	world.”

What are your future aspirations?
		“My	experience	here	in	Hawaii	will	be	a	precious	memory	in	my	life.		With	this	
experience	as	a	base,	I	would	like	to	start	with	something	that	I	can	do	to	change	my	
attitude	in	life,	one	step	at	a	time.”

Ueda,	Manami	
(Kiyou	GC/
Meisei	BC)

ISLAND LIFE
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Ando,	Kazuhiro	
(Honjima	GC/
Sekihou	BC)

What objectives have you set for yourself on this trip?
					 “I	wanted	to	learn	about	American	culture	and	to	have	a	

memorable	experience.”	
How was the lifestyle here in Hawaii, particularly during 
your home-stay experience?

		 “I	had	the	privilege	of	staying	at	Aloha	Church.		Despite	my	
inadequacy	in	the	English	language,	everyone	was	very	kind	

hearted	and	I	am	full	of	gratitude	to	them.”	
What are your future aspirations?

		 “I	became	regretful	in	not	being	able	to	converse	skillfully	in	
English,	but	the	next	time	I	come	[to	Hawaii]	I	would	like	to	be	

able	to	speak	more.		Thank	you	very	much	for	the	wonderful	memories!”

Makino,	Satori
(Nikkou	GC/

Toda	BC)

What objectives have you set for yourself on this trip?
		 “I	wanted	to	improve	my	pronunciation	skills	in	English.

How was the lifestyle here in Hawaii, particularly during 
your home-stay experience?

		 “I had the privilege of staying at Lanai Church.  At first, I was 
very	nervous,	but	in	the	end,	the	little	kids	said,	“Please	don’t	
go”.		They	truly	embraced	me	like	a	true	family.”

What are your future aspirations?		
		 “Even	in	a	different	country,	I	was	able	to	feel	the	utmost	

dedication	of	Tenrikyo	and	so	upon	returning	to	Jiba,	where	I	
live,	I	too	will	do	my	best	to	exert	my	utmost	efforts.		Thank	you	very	much	for	all	of	
your	kindness.”

	 *GC = Grand Church, BC = Branch Church

ISLAND LIFE
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DenDocho Announcements

The	following	anniversaries	will	be	observed	at	this	coming	Memorial	Service:

10th	anniversary	 Rev.	Matsue	Izumi,	Yashijima	Church	2nd	Head	Minister

10th	anniversary	 Rev.	Toshie	Kaya,	Waikiki	Church	2nd	Head	Minister

20th	anniversary	 Rev.	Alice	Haruyo	Amao,	Sheridan	Church	2nd	Head	Minister

20th	anniversay	 Rev.	Robert	Masaichi	Hamada,	Meishin	Honolulu	Mission	Station

	 	 												Head

30th	anniversary	 Harold	Yukio	Kawasaki,	Brother	of	Aloha	Church	3rd	Head	Minister

50th	anniversary	 Rev.	Kameki	Odachi,	Hilo	Church	2nd	Head	Minister

Spring Memorial Service
March 27, Thursday  10:00 a.m. at Dendocho

Tenrikyo young Women’s Club

GaraGe Sale
marCh 30, 2008, sunday

From 9:00 am To 2:00 pm @	Mission	HQ

Anyone	who	is	interested	in	donating	
to	the	Young	Women’s	Club	may	drop	
off	at	our	mini-bazaar	table	during	the	
March	 Monthly	 Service	 at	 Mission	
HQ	on	March	16th.

Please read the YWC Tidbits on 
page 24 for more information.
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oyasama birTh CelebraTion
pilgrimage To Jiba iTinerary

april 2008, Tenrikyo 171

April	18	(Fri)	5:00	am		 Women’s	Association	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Corridor	Cleaning	Hinokishin
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Assemble	at	the	South	West	Worship	Hall	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 								(West	Side)	
	 	 	 	 	 10:00	am	 Oyasama	Birth	Celebration	Service	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (On	your	own)
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Oyasama’s	Birthday	Choir	in	the	Inner
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Courtyard	after	the	Service
April	19	(Sat)		9:30	am	 Women’s	Association	Convention
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Hawaii	group	gather	in	Inner	Courtyard		 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 at	8:30	am,	earphone	area)
	 	 	 12:30-2:00	pm	 Commemorative	Lectures	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		“Joy	of	being	a	Yoboku”
April	20	(Sun)		4:30	pm	 Party	for	overseas	returnees	at	Dining	Hall	#3
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sign	up	and	pay	1000	yen	at	your	dormitory
April	26	(Sat)			9:00	am	 April	Monthly	Service	at	Jiba
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (On	your	own)

Tenrikyo Hawaii Women’s Association

schedule

Corrections to the Origins February issue

The	last	name	of	Oyasato	Seminar	Course	II	Student	Elliot	is	
spelled	Saito.

We	apologize	for	this	inadvertent	error.

ORIGINS, MaRch 2008
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BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

Tid BitsTid Bits
Associations’ Reports

YOUNG WOMEN’S 
CLUB

GENERAL MEETING & SPRING CAMP
The	 33rd	 annual	 General	 Meeting	 and	

Spring	 Camp	 will	 be	 held	 on	 March	 21-23	
(Fri-Sun)	with	the	General	Meeting	to	be	held	
on	the	second	day	at	9:30am	at	Mission	HQ.

The	 General	 Meeting	 and	 Spring	 Camp	
provide	opportunities	for	children	to	participate	
in	 stimulating	 educational	 and	 physical	
activities	 and	practice	 the	 teachings	 in	 a	 fun	
and	 safe	 environment.	 	The	 children	 are	 our	
future.		Please	make	every	effort	to	encourage	
your	children,	nieces,	nephews,	grandchildren,	
relatives	and	friends	to	participate	in	this	very	
worthwhile	event.

50%	 of	 airfare	 assistance	 available	 for	
camp	participants	 from	 the	neighbor	 islands.		
Please	 contact	 Wesley	 Mikuni	 at	 561-8140,	
for	more	info	on	the	airfare	assistance.

Service	 performer	 assignments	 will	 be	
done	in	advance	with	practices	to	be	scheduled	
prior	 to	 the	 General	 Meeting.	 	 Please	 give	
names	of	children,	ages	and	service	positions	
they	 can	 perform	 to	 Owen	 at	 381-9612	 or	
email	onakao@tenrikyopearl.org.

OYASAMA	BIRTHDAY	ACTIVITY!
The	 annual	 Oyasama	 Birthday	 activity	

will	be	held	on	the	third	Sunday,	April	20th	at	
9:30am.		Come	one	and	all	to	wish	Oyasama	a	
Happy	210th	Birthday!	The	program	includes:	
a	 picture	 card	 storytelling,	 fun,	 games	 and	
birthday	snack.

Follow Miss Kokan Seminar Recap
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	participated	

in	 this	year’s	Follow	Miss	Kokan	Seminar.	
All	 of	 your	 sincere	 efforts	 to	 attend	 and	
participate	 made	 the	 seminar	 a	 success.	
Thank	you	to	Reverend	Lynn	So	and	Taitan	
Church	 for	 being	 able	 to	 hold	 the	 seminar	
there.	 Also,	 much	 thanks	 to	 the	 Fujinkai	
who	helped	behind	the	scenes	and	with	the	
activities.

Volunteers for Spring Camp
We	 need	 volunteers	 to	 help	 with	 the	

Mini-Olympics	 for	 the	 Spring	 Camp.	 The	
activity	is	scheduled	for	Friday,	March	21	at	
2:30pm.	If	you	are	able	to	assist,	please	email	
Terri	at	terrim@servco.com	to	sign	up

YWC Garage Sale Fundraiser
Our first Garage Sale of the year will 

be	 on	 Sunday,	 March	 30th.	We	 are	 looking	
for	a	main	coordinator	for	this	event	as	well	
as	volunteers	 for	collecting	donated	goods,	
setting	up	 the	day	before,	 and	working	 the	
sale.	The	proceeds	from	this	fundraiser	will	
help	support	our	club	activities	and	also	help	
offset	our	expenses	for	our	2010	trip	to	Japan.	
Please	contact	Terri	at	terrim@servco.com	if	
you	would	like	to	volunteer	for	this	project.

Anyone	 who	 is	 interested	 in	 donating	
to	 the	Young	Women’s	 Club	 may	 drop	 off	
at	 our	 mini-bazaar	 table	 during	 the	 March	
Monthly	Service.
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YOUNG MEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

WOMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

The	Hinamatsuri	dolls	have	been	brought	
out	and	decorated	just	outside	the	guestroom	
here	at	Mission	HQ	again	this	year.		Even	in	
the	 comfortable	 year	 round	 weather	 that	 we	
live	 in	 here	 in	 Hawaii,	 doesn’t	 the	 coming	
of	Spring	get	you	excited?		With	the	coming	
of	Spring,	we	anticipate	 the	“Oyasama	Birth	
Celebration	Concert”	which	will	be	celebrated	
for	the	48th	time	this	year.		Let	us	work	earnestly	
to	 encourage	 at	 least	 one	 more	 member	 to	
participate	in	this	time-honored	event.	

NU’UANU	HALE	VISITATION
March	8		(Sat)	 	 9:30	am	–	10:30	am

MONTHLY	MEETING
March	10		(2nd	Monday)	
	 Meeting	 													9:00	am	–	9:30	am	

Doctrine	Study:		Anecdotes	of	Oyasama	
	 																									9:45	am	–	10:30	am	
Lecture	by	Bishop	Hamada		 	
																													10:30	am	–	11:00	am							
Gift	Wrapping	Hinokishin	from	11:00	am

WOMEN’S	 MUSICAL	 INSTRUMENT	
PRACTICE
March	11		(Tuesday)	 	 9:00	am

HINOKISHIN
TCC	Hinokishin
March	15		(Saturday)	 9:00	am	–	11:00	am

WOMEN’S	SUPPORT	NETWORK
March	 16	 (SUN)	 after	 lunch,	 following	
Mission	HQ’s	Monthly	Service

BAZAAR	HINOKISHIN
Every	Wednesday	at	West	House	 9:00	
am	–	12:00	pm

48th	 OYASAMA	 BIRTH	 CELEBRATION	
CONCERT
April	8		(Tuesday)	 	 7:00	pm
($3	 donation,	 please	 wear	 happi	 coat	 and	
white	socks)
Group	Practice	April	1		(Tuesday)	 9:00	
am	&	7:00	pm

*During	the	April	Pilgrimage	for	Oyasama’s	
Birth	 Celebration,	 we	 are	 offering	 “home-
made	 cookies”	 to	 Oyasama.	 	 Please	 deliver	
“home-made	 cookies	 to	 Mission	 HQ	 by	 the	
April	Monthly	Service	on	April	12,	Saturday.

*March	Mission	HQ	monthly	service	luncheon	
Hinokishin	by	Godo	A	group.		Thank	you!

YMA MonthlY visitAtion to church

March	2	(Sun)	 	 	 10a.m.
Hawaii	Central	Church	in	Kaimuki

Princess KAiulAni hotel Mochi Pounding

March	8	(Sat)	 	 	 1p.m.-3p.m.

YMA MonthlY Meeting

March	12	(Wed)        7:30p.m.-8:30p.m.
Rainbow	Hale

BGA Spring Camp & General Meeting
March	21(Fri)-23(Sun)	at	T.C.C
*Evening need help with bonfire, lighting etc.
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The Hungry Reporter

Ingredients

Corn Bread

Mix	ingredients.	Pour	in	greased	9X13	pan.	Bake	at	350	degrees	F	for	30	minutes.	
Let	rest	for	5	minutes	before	cutting.

Directions

This	 past	 weekend	 I	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 participate	 in	 a	
service project in Waianae. The service project benefited a 
facility	called	Ohana	Ola	O	Kahumana.	This	is	a	2-year	tran-
sitional	facility	for	homeless	families	with	children.	The	group	
I	helped	with	wanted	 to	contribute	 to	something	 that	would	
impact	the	future	of	children.	At	this	facility,	not	only	do	they	
provide	housing	for	the	families,	they	also	educate	and	prepare	
the adults so that they can eventually find housing and jobs to 

live on their own. We were able to finish planting sod for the children’s center and 
built	a	music	pavilion	for	the	teens.	I	helped	with	the	food	prep	and	my	very	good	
friend;	Edean	Kitamura	baked	the	most	delicious	cornbread	I	ever	tasted.	I	could	tell	
it	was	going	to	be	good	just	by	licking	the	batter	off	the	mixing	spoon!	(After	the	mix-
ing	was	done	of	course)	The	project	began	from	7	AM	and	we	had	the	cornbread	for	
breakfast.	It	was	buttery	and	just	melted	in	my	mouth.	The	recipe	is,	as	always,	easy	
and	a	quick	one	to	bake.	I	know	you	will	enjoy	this.

Butter	 	 	 2	Blocks	(melted)
Bisquick	 	 2	Cups
Baking	Soda	 	 1	tsp
Milk	 	 	 1	Cup
Sugar	 	 	 1	Cup
Eggs	 	 	 2
Corn	Meal	 	 3	Heaping	Tbsp
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1st Sat	 Cherry	Blossom	Festival	Mochi	Pounding	 											3:00	p.m.

4th Tue Monthly	Hinokishin	Day	 Mission	HQ		 	9:00	a.m.

8th Sat Nuuanu	Hale	Visitation	 	 Mission	HQ		 	9:30	a.m.

	 	 Princess	Kaiulani	Hotel	Mochi	Pounding	 											p.m.

10th Mon WA	-	Monthly	Meeting	 	 Mission	HQ												9:00	a.m.

11th Tue WA	-	Instrument	Practice				 Mission	HQ												9:00	a.m.

12th Wed YMA	-	Monthly	Meeting				 Rainbow	Hale	 	7:30	p.m.	

13th Thu Missionary	House	Monthly	Service			TCC	 									10:00	a.m.

	 	 BGA	Staff	Meeting	  RH																									7:00	p.m.	

15th Sat WA	TCC	Hinokishin		 	 TCC	 	 	 	9:00	a.m.

16th Sun Mission	HQ	Monthly	Service	 Mission	HQ			 	9:00	a.m.

	 	 Aloha	Band	Practice	 	 Mission	HQ		 	1:30	p.m.

	 	 Women’s	Support	Network						Mission	HQ		 	

17th Mon Monthly	Nioigake	Day				 Mission	HQ		 9:00	a.m.

21st Fri BGA	-	Spring	Camp	(~23rd)	 TCC	 	 									12:00	p.m.	

22nd Sat 33rd	BGA	General	Meeting	 Mission	HQ		 	9:00	a.m.		

26th Wed Monthly	Yohaishiki	  Mission	HQ												9:00	a.m.	

27th Thu Spring	Memorial	Service	 Mission	HQ											10:00	a.m.	

29th Sat Successors	of	the	Path	Seminar	 Mission	HQ											8:30	a.m.	

30th Sun YWC	-	Garage	Sale	  Mission	HQ												9:00	a.m.

WA  = Women’s Association
BGA =  Boys & Girls Association
YMA = Young Men’s Association
YWC = Young Women’s Club

TSA  =   Tenrikyo Student Association
RH   = Rainbow Hale
WSN = Women’s Support Network
TCC =  Tenri Cultural Center
 

March 2008

April 2008
1st Tue Monthly	Hinokishin	Day	 Mission	HQ		 	9:00	a.m.
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Tenrikyo haWaii boy’s & girl’s assoCiaTion

33rd general meeTing and 
spring Camp
marCh 21-23, 2008

	*Open	to	ages	6-15.		
	*Over	15	are	welcomed	to	assist	as	counselors	and	leaders.		

For	more	information	please	call	Owen	at	cel:	381-9612	or	
email	me	at:	onakao@tenrikyopearl.org.	


